i

NEWSPAPER POST

L]

W L-Anzjani Llum

Patronage - H.E. The President of the Republic of Malta I_E'ﬁ E n iI = KLI n Ei II NEEIJ D na I i ta I -Anzj a n i

Members of AGE Platform Europe

., IL-KUNSILL NAZZJONALI TAL-ANZJANI
JIFRAH LILL-ANZJANI KOLLHA
MALTIN U GHAWDXIN
FL-OKKAZJONI TAL-JUM
INTERNAZZJONALI TAL-ANZJANI
L-1 TA’ OTTUBRU 2022

Lina Brockdorff

Intervista minn Nazju Abela

Rokna Internazzjonali
Dr. Anthony De Giovanni

Ottubru - Dicembru 2022



Seduta Parlamentari:

Id-Drittijiet tal-Anzjani u 1-Abbuz

F’eghluq it-tletin sena mit-twaqqif tieghu, ghat-tieni sena konsekuttiva, il-Kunsill Nazzjonali tal-Anzjani ser
ikun ged jorganizza Seduta Parlamentari dwar id-Drittijiet tal-Anzjani u 1-Abbuz. Din is-Seduta Parlamentari
ser issir nhar il-Gimgha, 30 ta’ Settembru 2022, u tibda b’quddiesa fit-8:30 ta’ filghodu, fil-Knisja ta’ San
Frangisk ta’ Triq ir-Repubblika, il-Belt u tkompli f1-10.00 ta’ filghodu, taht il-Presidenza tal-Onor Dr Anglu
Farrugia, Speaker tal-Kamra tad-Deputati. Matul din is-seduta, ser ikunu diskussi bosta aspetti tat-tema
maghzula minn diversi persuni u entijiet involuti fis-settur.

L-anzjani f’pajjizna jirrapprezentaw ‘il fuq minn hamsa u ghoxrin fil-mija tal-popolazzjoni attwali u,
ghaldagstant, ghandhom jinghataw vuci b’sahhitha fl-oghla istutizzjoni tal-pajjiz.

Fost il-kelliema ta’ din il-Plenarja, ser ikun hemm esponenti mill-Kunsill Nazzjonali tal-Anzjani, mid-diversi
ghaqdiet affiljati mal-Kunsill, mill-Gvern Lokali, mill-isfera politika, minn fost il-professjonisti kif ukoll
mill-kamp akkademiku. Il-kelliem ewlieni ser ikun mill-AGE Platform Europe, li gie mistieden apposta ghal
din l-attivita.

Billi 1-postijiet huma limitati, min jixtieq jattendi ghal din is-seduta u jilhaq post jista’ jaghmel dan billi
jcempel fuq 21 243 860 sat-Tlieta, 20 ta’ Settembru 2022.

Wiehed jista’ wkoll isegwi din is-seduta fuq il-kanal televiziv tal-Parlament li ser ikun qieghed jittrazmettiha
live.

Nazju Abela
Ufficjal ghar-Relazzjonijiet Pubblici,
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‘L-ANZJANI LLUM’ huwa
lehen il-Kunsill Nazzjonali
tal-Anzjani li johrog
bla hlas kull tliet xhur
biex izomm lill-Anzjani
kollha infurmati b’dak
li qed jigri dwarhom u
ghalihom, u biex jagqsam
maghhom il-veduti, ideat
u suggerimenti taghhom.

IL-BORD EDITOR]JLI

Editur:
Vincent Piccinino

Membri:

Mary Farrugia, Nazju Abela,
Josiah Grech,

Marica Attard Cassar

Proof Reader:
Sonya Micallef

Typing u Distribuzzjoni:
Marica Attard Cassar

IL-KUNSILL

President:
Peter Paul Bonnici

Vici President:
Nazju Abela

Segretarju:
Joseph Zammit

Ass. Segretarja:
Mary Farrugia

Tezorier:
Godwin C. Micallef

Ass. Tezorier:
Saviour Attard

Segretarju Internazzjonali:
Dr. Anthony De Giovanni

U.R.P.
Nazju Abela

Ass. U.R.P.:
Josiah Grech

Membri:
Alfred Mallia
Mary Mangion
Frank Mumford

HINIJIET TAL-UFFICCJU
~ GHALL-PUBBLIKU
Cemplu ghall-appuntament
mit-Tnejn sal-Gimgha
09:00 - 12:00

Ottubru - Dicembru 2022

INDIRIZZ POSTALI
‘ L-Anzjani Llum’

Kunsill Nazzjonali tal-Anzjani
Triq Dom Mawru Inguanez,
Birkirkara - BKR 4811
Tel: 21 243860
E-mail: maltakna@gmail.com
www.kna.org.mt
Issettjat u Stampat: Bonnici’s Press
36, Triq San Pawl, Valletta

EDITORJAL
Hbieb Anzjani, Insellmilkom

Jikteb Vincent Piccinino - Editur

Hbieb anzjani, insellmilkom

Min qatt ma sema’ b’Mahatma Gandhi? Gandhi kien
bniedem li mexxa kampanja nazzjonali kontra l-faqar fl-
Indja, iggieled ghal aktar drittijiet ghan-nisa u hadem bis-
shih favur il-pluralizmu religjuz u t-tolleranza bejn nies
ta’ twemmin differenti. Fuq kollox, Gandhi ggieled ghall-
indipendenza tal-Indja mill-hakma kolonjali Ingliza billi
addotta kampanja ta’ rezistenza passiva minghajr il-htiega
ta’ vjolenza.

Gandhi kien bniedem gharef. Kien jghid hafna kliem li ta’ min wiehed
jixtarru sewwa. Kien jemmen hafna fl-azzjoni pozittiva. Kien jghid li jumejn biss
fis-sena ma nistghu naghmlu xejn; ilbierah u ghada. Il-gejjieni jiddependi minn
dak li naghmlu llum. Kien isostni li, fid-dinja, hawn bizzejjed gid ghall-bzonnijiet
ta’ kulhadd imma mhux ghar-rebgha ta’ kulhadd! U kien jghid ukoll li, l-ahjar
mod biex issib lilek innifsek huwa billi titlef lilek innifsek biex tghin lil haddiehor.
Gandhi heggigna wkoll biex ma nitilfux il-fidi fl-umanita ghax l-umanita hija
bhall-o¢ejan u, bi ftit qtar mahmugin, ma jfissirx li 1-ocejan kollu huwa mahmug.

Fuq in-nonvjolenza kien jinsisti hafna. Kieku kellna nimxu ghajn ghal
ghajn u sinna ghal sinna, kien jghid, kieku nispiccaw kollha ghomja u bla snien.
Hadd ma jista’ jweggaghni minghajr il-permess tieghi, kien jemmen. Ezempju
brillanti ta’ dan insibuh f’aneddotu li sehh meta Gandhi kien ged jistudja biex
isir avukat fil-Kullegg Universitarju ta’ Londra. Fost ohrajn, hemmhekk kien
hemm certu professur jismu Peters li, lil Gandhi, xejn ma ha grazzja mieghu.
Imma Gandhi dejjem iggieled ghal dak li hu tieghu u qatt ma baxxa rasu quddiem
l-arroganza. Jum wiehed, dan Peters kien qed jiekol fil-canteen tal-universita u
Gandhi mar bit-tray f’idu biex ipoggi hdejh.

Bil-mod imqit tieghu, Peters xammar imniehru u qallu: “Gandhi, ma tafx
li majjal u ghasfur ma jpoggux biex jieklu flimkien?”

“Ma gara xejn, professur,” wiegbu Gandhi, “arani se ntir!”

[l-professur tghidx kemm infiska ghax fehem li, bil-pulit, Gandhi kien
implika li hu I-majjal u, ghalhekk, iddecieda li, meta jasal l-ezami li kien imiss,
ipattihielu. Imma Gandhi wiegeb il-mistogsijiet kollha b’'mod eccellenti. Allura
I-professur sejjahlu magenbu u stagsieh mistogsija ohra billi qallu, “Gandhi, jekk
tkun miexi fit-triq u ssib zewg xkejjer; wahda mimlija bil-gherf u l-ohra mimlija
bil-flus. Liema wahda tiehu? ”

Minghajr tlagliq, Gandhi wiegeb, “Probabbli I-flus, professur.”

[l-professur tbissem u, b’mod trijunfanti, qallu, “Jien kont nahtaf 1-gherf,
ma taqbilx?

“Heqq, kulhadd jiehu minn dak li m’ghandux; mhux hekk, professur?”
wiegbu Gandhi bil-kalma kollha.

Ghal dan il-kliem, Peters kompla jindanna u jinharaq u tant sar isteriku
li gabad il-karta tal-ezami ta’ Gandhi, fugha kiteb il-kelma, “Idjota” u taha lill-
istudent. Gandhi hares lejha u, wara ftit mumenti, dar fuq Peters u qallu: “Profs,
int iffirmajt il-karta tieghi imma nsejt taghtini I-marka!”

Ghiduli intom, x’tista’ taghmel quddiem twegibiet ghaqlin bhal dawn?
Sewwa kienet tghid ommi, Alla jahfrilha, bniedem hekk joqtlok bla sikkina. Dan
kollu jghallimna wkoll li azzjoni hazina tirrifletti ruhha hazin fuq min jaghmilha;
mhux fuq min jircevieha. Jekk xi haga thalliha tweggghek, allura ser tweggghek
tassew imma, jekk ma thallihiex tweggghek, terga’ tmur lura minn fejn tkun giet.
Mela kellu ragun biex ibigh Gandhi meta kien jghid li hadd ma jista’ jweggghu
minghajr il-permess tieghu.

Is-sahha u s-sliem lil kulhadd.




Nazju Abela f’intervista ma’ Lina Brockdorff

Min hu tal-eta taghna
jaf 1i Lina Brockdorff
hija wahda mill-kittieba
l-aktar maghrufa
| ghal kotba bil-Malti
li ppubblikat f’ghadd
konsiderevoli matul
hajjitha. Lina kienet
ukoll wahda mix-
xandara l-aktar imfittxija,
specjalment fl-era tar-
Rediffusion, hafna qabel
bdew jittrasmettu 1-ghadd
gmielu ta’ stazzjonijiet
tar-radju li ghandna llum.

Bhal kull persuna ohra li
kelli x-xorti nintervista
f’din is-sensiela, minkejja
l-ghomor twil li 1-Mule;j
ghogbu jzejjinha bih,
Lina ghadha attiva sal-
lum. F’din l-intervista ser
niskopru t-talenti kbar ta’ Lina Brockdorrf bhala awtrici
ta’ diversi kotba u aspetti ohra fil-hajja attiva taghha.

1l-Familja Mahoney fl-1955.
Lina flimkien mal-genituri taghha
May u Patrick u huta Anthony,
Josephine, Patricia, Guy u John

Qabelxejn, nitolbok tghidilna xi haga fil-qosor dwar
it-tfulija tieghek, fejn hadt 1-edukazzjoni, iz-zoghzija,
il-familja sakemm ilhaqt il-grad tal-professjoni
tieghek.

Twelidt I-Isla fil-21 ta’ Mejju, 1930; il-kbira fost sitt
itfal. L-ewwel skola li kont immur kienet dik tas-Sorijiet
Frangiskani, ftit passi 'l boghod mid-dar. L-Isla konna
noqoghdu man-nanna Concetta, omm ommi. Meta
kelli tmien snin, in-nanna Concetta marret toqghod
Tas-Sliema. Imma, billi ommi bdiet thoss in-nuqqas
t’ommha u n-nanna bdiet thoss in-nuqqas ta’ bintha u
tat-tliet neputijiet, ergajna morna noqoghdu maghha,
Tas-Sliema. Imma xorta ma tantx gawdejna wisq lil
xulxin ghax in-nanna hallietna ftit tax-xhur wara.

Bdejna mmorru Il-iskola ta’ St.Joseph imma faqqghet
il-gwerra. Fix-Xatt ta’ Tas-Sliema, kien hemm vapuri
tar-Royal Navy, fosthom l-aircraft carrier, HMS Terror
li, minhabba fih, it-Taljani bdew jattakkaw Tas-Sliema
bla nifs. Allura, kellna nitilqu minn hemm ukoll u ma
rgajniex lura Tas-Sliema gabel ma ntemmet il-gwerra.
Komplejt 1-iskola sa ma spiccajt 1-ezamijiet tal-Livell
Ordinarju u, billi xtaqt insir ghalliema, mort sena Mater
Admirabilis College li, dak iz-zmien, kien fir-Rosary
School, San Giljan. Ftit tas-snin ilu, wara li l-erba’
wliedi hargu mid-dar, thajjart nibda kors tat-Teologija
fl-Universita ta’ Malta, haga li kont ili nixtiegha hajti
kollha. Kont immur il-lezzjonijiet ta’ filghaxija u bqajt
sa ma ksibt I-M.A.

Kif bdiet il-karriera tieghek bhala kittieba? U ghaliex
bil-Malti? Kif kompliet minn hemm?

Fiz-zmien ta’ wara I-gwerra, kull dar bdiet iddahhal ir-
Rediffusion. Bdejt nithajjar nikteb artikli qosra u mmur
naqrahom fil-programm letterarju tal-Professur.Guze
Aquilina. Ix-xoghol beda joghgobni. Kont naqla’ nofs
lira kull darba u niehu gost filwagqt li I-Professur Aquilina
kien ihajjarni nkompli nikteb. Dawn kienu jkunu kollha
programmi bil-Malti u gatt ma harist lura. Fl-istess hin,
missieri kien ihobb jikteb ukoll imma dak kien jikteb
bl-Ingliz u, 1-aktar, poezija, mhux proza. Kien kuntent li
bdejt nikteb xi haga jien ukoll u, allura, erhilu jaghmilli
I-kuragg biex inkompli nikteb.

Minbarra l-kitba, ghal hafna snin, int kont xandara
maghrufa. Ghidilna xi haga dwar dan l-aspett ta’
hajtek.

Fil-ftit hin liberu li
kien ikolli, kont issibni
jew intektek fuq it-
typewriter jew naqra
xi rumanz bl-Ingliz.
Mhux ghax kelli wisq
hin liberu ghax konna
familja kbira u ommi
kienet tippretendi
ghajnuna kbira minni,
haga li kienet iddejjaqni
sew ghax, barra li kont
ghalliema, kelli wkoll
salt studenti ghall-
lezzjonijiet privati.
Ma konniex xi familja
sinjura wara gwerra
qalila bhal dik nigru
minn rahal ghall-iehor sakemm, fl-ahhar, spi¢cajna
Had-Dingli.

Sirt ukoll xandara. Meta bdejt ninnamra mar-ragel tieghi,
Joseph Brockdorff, iktar intlift fuq ix-xandir ghax huwa
wkoll kien jiehu sehem fi programmi ohra gabel sar jafni.
Ghaldagstant, flimkien bdejna ntellghu programmi varji
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fuq ir-Rediffusion. Gieli kellna sitt programmi fil-gimgha
ta’ stili differenti. Kellna programm dwar il-kcina u
t-tisjir, iehor dwar it-trobbija tat-tfal u programmi ta’
general knowledge. Imma l-aktar popolari kien, Hlieqa
bejnietna, programm ta’ quiz li, ghalih, konna nistiednu
fl-istudju tar-Rediffusion ghadd kbir ta’ nies biex
jiehdu sehem fi gruppi u jikkompetu bejniethom.
Dam sejjer tliet snin; darba fil-gimgha.

Jien kont imsiehba fl-Ghaqda Letterarja Maltija li,

taghha, kont President ghal bosta snin. Kellna xandira

letterarja ta’ nofs siegha kull gimgha li kien jisimha

Mill-Gnejna Maltija u din ukoll kienet f’idejja ghal
zmien twil.

Infatti, huwa maghruf
li int kont membru
assidwu tal-Akkademja
tal-Malti. X’kien ir-rwol
tieghek f’din 1-ghaqda?

Kont, u ghadni, imsiehba
fl-Akkademja tal-Malti.
| Sahansitra,kont fil-kumitat
ghal bosta snin. Fil-fatt,
f’Dicembru tal-2020,
ghogobhom jonorawni
bil-Midalja tad-Deheb,
Gieh 1-Akkademja tal-
Malti. B’xorti hazina,
minhabba I-Covid dsatax,
ma stajtx inkun prezenti ghal din 1-okkazjoni tant sabiha
u, minfloki, mar jirrapprezentani wiehed minn neputijiet
tieghi.

Ilum, li rtirajt, kif tippreferi tqatta’ z-zmien?

Kif jaf kulhadd, ghal aktar minn sentejn, ghexna b’certi
restrizzjonijiet. Dan fisser li f’dan iz-zmien, ma stajtx
nippjana hajti kif xtaqt jien. Kelli nqatta’ I-bicca 1-kbira
tal-jum imsakkra d-dar meta kont nippreferi mmur
inzur lil uliedi u lin-neputijiet jew nattendi xi laggha
tal-parrocca. Lanqas il-knisja ma kont nissogra mmur
kuljum, kif kont naghmel qabel. Kelli nikkuntenta bil-
funzjonijiet religjuzi fuq it-televizjoni.

Il-k¢ina habbejtha u ghadni nhobbha. It-tisjir ma jsirx
wahdu, jehodli ftit hin mhux hazin u dan ifisser li mhux
kuljum insib hin liberu. Inqatta’ ftit tal-hin kuljum fuq
it-telefown nitkellem ma’ tal-familja jew mal-hbieb.
Pacenzja ma stajtx niltaga’ maghhom imma, ghall-anqas,
nisma’ dagsxejn lehinhom. II-kompjuter inhobbu hafna u
ghadni nikteb xi novella 'l hawn u ’I hinn ukoll. S’issa,
bejn rumanzi u stejjer qosra, ippubblikajt erbgha u
ghoxrin ktieb. Ir-radju nhobbu, it-televizjoni mhux wisq
wagqt li nhalli I-hin ta’ qabel norqod ghall-qari.

Testment

Meta, f’dan sidri, jieqaf

hoss in-nifs ahhari,

fis idfnuni f’tal-Ukrajna

nofs il-ftuh tax-xaghri

biex, minn hemm, noqghod nitghaxxaq
bil-gholjiet, bl-ghelieqi,

u nisma’ x-xmara Dnieper

tghajjat f’xatt ghammieqi.

Meta l-mewg tad-Dnieper mghaddab
mill-Ukrajna jiehu

l-ahhar gtar ta’ demm 1-ghedewwa
li, fil-blu, jistriehu,

dakinhar, lejn Alla tieghi

nitlag minn dil-hajja.

Qabel dan jitwettaq, 'l Alla

se nhallih warajja.

ghall-Esperanto minn Hnat Jakimcuk u O. Korolecic.

Taras Xevcenko (1814-1861) Poeta, awtur, artist u fundatur tal-letteratura Ukrena moderna. Maghruf ukoll
ghall-pittura tieghu. Thabat hafna ghall-indipendenza tal-Ukrajna.
Din il-poeZija giet magluba ghall-Malti minn Karmenu Mallia minn poeZija ta’ Taras Xevcenko tradotta

Wara d-difna, qumu, kissru
l-ktajjen minghajr dnewwa
u l-helsien 1i tkunu ksibtu
xarrbu b’demm 1-ghedewwa.
Wara, f’dil-familja gdida,
nitlob, ftakru fija;
f’dal-helsien tinsewx turuni
naqra simpatija.
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Imniedi tahrig fil-Kapacita Finanzjarja bejn
GEMMA, Caritas u I-Fondazzjoni HSBC Malta

Bhala parti minn programm ta’ gharfien u edukazzjoni u
biex tkompli taghmel emfasi tal-importanza tal-kapacita
finanzjarja fost il-kommunita lokali, GEMMA qed
tniedi inizjattiva ohra bil-kollaborazzjoni tal-Caritas
u 1-Fondazzjoni HSBC Malta. Permezz ta’ dan il-
programm ta’ tahrig, GEMMA ser tharreg iktar minn
tnejn u hamsin voluntiera ta’ Caritas li huma midhla sew
tax-xoghol fil-kommunita. Dawn il-voluntiera ser jaghtu
sessjonijiet edukattivi dwar diversi temi finanzjarji,
bhalma huma, l-immaniggjar tal-flus, il-monitoragg
tad-dejn, l-ibbagittjar, is-self, it-tfaddil, kif ukoll pariri
siewja li ghandhom x’jagsmu mal-flus.

Dawn is-sessjonijiet ser jinghataw fil-parrocci halli
jkun iktar facli ghall-partecipanti li jattendu. Minhabba
l-importanza li t-tfal jinteressaw ruhhom fl-immaniggar
tal-flus minn eta bikrija, Caritas ser taghti dawn is-
sessjonijiet anki fl-iskejjel kollha madwar Malta u
Ghawdex. Bhal programmi ta’ tahrig ohrajn ta’ success
li huma stabbiliti fil-kalendarju ta” GEMMA, ta’ min
isemmi t-tahrig li ged jinghata, kemm mal-Istitut Paolo
Freire kif ukoll mas-Servizzi ta’ Sahha Mentali.

Bhal attivitajiet ohrajn, din l-attivita ta’ train-the-
trainer ma setghetx tkun possibbli minghajr l-appogg
shih u l-kollaborazzjoni tal-Fondazzjoni HSBC Malta.
Bhala kollaboraturi ta” GEMMA, dawn dejjem gharfu
l-importanza tat-titjib fil-litterizmu finanzjarju u hadmu
bis-shih ma’ GEMMA biex din issir pjattaforma ta’
kapacita finanzjarja kredibbli dwar kif persuna ghandha
tiehu l-ahjar decizjonijiet finanzjarji meta tippjana ghall-
gejjieni.

Mill-Kampanja Nazzjonali GEMMA, MSPC

F’dan il-kuntest, is-Sur Mark Musu, Segretarju
Permanenti fil-Ministeru ghall-Politika Socjali u
d-Drittijiet tat-Tfal, sostna li din l-inizzjattiva ta’
GEMMA hija pass iehor biex theggeg in-nies jitghallmu
iktar dwar il-miri tal-kapacita finanzjarja taghhom u dan
halli jkunu jistghu jaghmlu ghazliet finanzjarji bi hsieb
li, minghajrhom, il-hajja taghhom tkun aktar stressanti.

Dawn is-sessjonijiet ser jghinu I-partecipanti biex jithmu
iktar kemm dwar kwistjonijiet ta’ flus kif ukoll I-ghazliet
marbutin mal-istil tal-hajja. II-Fondazzjoni HSBC
Malta ghandha storja twila ta’ appogg u kollaborazzjoni
ma’ GEMMA f’ghadd ta’ inizzjattivi dwar il-kapacita
finanzjarja. Is-Sur Michael Cordina, Direttur Ezekuttiv
u Kap tal-Izvilupp tan-Negozju ta’ HSBC Malta p.l.c.,
stqarr li din l-inizjattiva gdida hija prova ohra tal-impenn
tal-Bank li jghin lit-tfal u liz-zghazagh halli jakkwistaw
il-hiliet finanzjarji li jehtiegu biex isibu success fil-hajja.

Min-naha I-ohra, is-Sur Anthony Gatt, Direttur ta’ Caritas
Malta, enfasizza li, bhala NGO, huma ser ikomplu bl-
isforzi u I-hidma taghhom biex jeqirdu I-faqar u jhaffu
t-tbatija filwaqt li jippromwovu l-izvilupp uman.
Permezz ta’ din l-attivita, Caritas ser tfittex li teduka
l-voluntiera taghha halli dawn itejbu I-hiliet taghhom
billi jithmu ahjar il-valur tal-flus halli jkunu jistghu
jiehdu l-ahjar decizjonijiet finanzjarji.

Ghal iktar taghrif, tistghu zzuru s-sit ta” GEMMA fuq
gemma.gov.mt

-

Miss Mary Doris Aquilina

Anthony Borg
19/03/2004

\
Motivazzjoni, dixxiplina,
kliem fuq fomm Miss Aquilina.

Kulhadd f’postu, mehdi f’xoghlu,
studenti u ghalliema
spirtu ta’ Miss Aquilina.

Studenti, ghalliema, genituri,
kollha fehma wahda,
tmexxija ghaqlija kellha Miss Aquilina!

J
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Il-Lizar ta’ Turin — Ir-raba’ parti

Iktar xebh bejn il-Lizar ta’ Turin u l-kefen ta’
Kristu

Fin-negattiva tal-Lizar, tidher cara d-dawra kollha
tbengil fuq il-lemin tal-wicc, minfuha mid-daqqiet
li qala’. Minhabba f’hekk, l-ghajn il-leminija hija
sfigurata. Jidher ukoll tbengil fuq il-hugbejn tax-xellug,
fuq il-mohh u fuq il-haddejn tax-xellug. Il-qarquca
tal-imnieher tidher miksura u, madwar ir-ras, jidhru
nixxieghat ta’ demm minn nifdiet tax-xewk tal-kuruna.
Din il-hruxija tidher ukoll mill-hafna swat u daqqiet
ripetuti, bil-harta, bil-ponn u bil-bsaten li kollha hallew
il-marki taghhom hekk li hassru 1-fizjonomija proprja
tal-wicc. Madankollu, I-iktar tbengila kerha fuq in-naha
tal-lemin tal-wice, fejn hemm ukoll 1-ghajn minfuha,
setghet kienet maghmula minn habta gawwija mal-art
meta Gesu kien ged igorr it-traversa u waqa’ minghajr
ma seta’ jilga’ b’idejh. B’hekk jidher car li l1-marki li
jidhru fuq I-immagini tal-Lizar huma identici ma’ dak
li hemm irrakkuntat dwar Gesii fl-Evangelji.

[I-Lizar ~ jista®  jkun
l-ahjar mod kif wiehed
jithem dak kollu li bata
Gesu waqt il-passjoni
tieghu ghax, meta taqra
1-Evangelji, tara li dawk
id-dettalji ~ kollha 1li
nsibu rrakkontati mill-
evangelisti, jidhru fuq
l-impronti li hemm fuq
il-Lizar. Fl-irkoppa tax-
xellug tidher tbengila
kbira maghmula mill-
waqghat ta’ Gesu huwa
u jgorr it-traversa fuq spallejh. Kull darba li jaga’, ma
kienx ikun jista’ jilga’ b’idejh ghax kienu marbutin
mat-traversa. X’aktarx 1i t-tbengil fuq il-wice, il-
garquca miksura tal-imnieher u n-nefhiet fuq il-gbin u
fuq l-ghajn ix-xellugija, kollha setghu saru mid-diversi
waqghat ta’ Gesu qabel it-traversa refaghhielu Xmun,
ic-Cirinew. Fuq il-qasba tal-id il-leminija, hemm
nixxieghat tad-demm mad-driegh kollu li carcar mill-
musmar fil-polz. Fir-rigel tax-xellug jidhru tbajja’
tad-demm hdejn I-gharqub u tidher ukoll it-togba tal-
musmar bhala tebgha iktar skura mit-tbajja’ 1-ohrajn.
“Meta waslu fil-post jghidulu 1-Qorriegha, nezzghulu
t-tunika li kienet wehlet mal-pjagi u, b’hekk, regghu
fethulu 1-feriti mill-gdid.” Dawn il-griehi kollha jidhru
fuq il-Lizar, l-iktar fuq l-ispalla tal-lemin.

It-tislib tar-Rumani ma setax ikun iktar kiefer. Lill-
ikkundannat kienu jgaghluh ibati kemm jista’ jkun biex
juru lil kulhadd x’jigrilu min johodha kontra Cesri. Lil
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Kitba ta’ Anthony Cardona

Gesu l-ewwel nezzghuh, imbaghad middewh mal-art,
sammrulu jdejh mill-polz mat-traversa, ghollewh fuq
it-travu l-wieqaf u, b’musmar kbir, sammrulu riglejh
it-tnejn f’salt, bis-sieq tax-xellug fuq tal-lemin. Meta
sammrulu l-polz, il-musmar nifed in-nerv tan-nofs u
gibed is-saba’ 1-kbir ’il gewwa. Fil-fatt, is-saba’ 1-kbir
ma jidhirx fuq il-Lizar ghax qieghed migbud ’il gewwa.
Bl-imsiemer imissu I-hin kollu man-nervituri mcarrtin,
kien ifisser li, kull caglieqa, zghira kemm hi zghira,
kienet tikkawzalu wgiegh kbir. Gesu kellu jgarrab
agunija kontinwa ghax, kull darba li kien jipprova
joghla ftit ’il fuq billi jaghfas fuq riglejh imsammrin
halli jkun jista’ jiehu n-nifs u jistrieh mit-togla kbira
fuq sidru li kienet ged tifgah, kien ihoss spazmi kbar
ta’ wgiegh ma’ gismu kollu. L-effetti ta’ dan i¢-caqglieq
jidhru wkoll fuq il-Lizar skont id-direzzjoni li hadu
n-nixxieghat tad-demm 1li hargu mill-polz. It-tbajja’
vertikali juru meta Gesu kien ged jippressa 'l fuq
b’riglejh u t-tbajja’ orizzontali juru meta kien jerga’
jizzerzaq ’1 isfel. Waqt 1i Gesu kien imdendel mas-
salib, kien ged jissielet mal-mewt fi spazmi ta’ wgiegh
inkredibbli. Fuq il-Lizar naraw is-sinjali kollha tal-
kalvarju; rasu mtaggba bix-xewk, wicCu mhassar bis-
swat, gismu mqatta’ bil-flagellazzjoni u jdejh u riglejh
imtaqqbin bl-imsiemer. Fl-Evangelju ta’ San Gwann
naqraw li, meta gew ghal Gesu, billi raw li kien diga
mejjet, ma kisrulux riglejh; madankollu, wiehed mis-
suldati nifidlu genbu b’lanza u minnufih hareg demm u
ilma. Anki dan id-dettall jidher fuq il-Lizar. I1-gerha tal-
kustat giet studjata mit-tobba li, fit-tbajja’ tad-demm,
sabu tracci tas-serum li jifforma mad-demm. Din it-
tebgha turi li d-demm huwa ta’ bniedem li kien diga
miet. Fuq il-Lizar jidhru wkoll nixxieghat ta’ demm
fuq il-genbejn. Dan id-demm hu mifhum li hareg mill-
gerha tal-kustat waqt li I-gisem mejjet ta’ Gesu tnizzel
minn fuq is-salib. L-ahhar ghajta ta” Gesu fuq is-salib
gabel miet taghtina x’nifhmu li Gesu miet b’ticrita tal-
galb u dan huwa konformi ma’ dak li hareg mit-teorija
medika tat-tobba li studjaw il-konsegwenzi medici tal-
krucifissjoni.

L-ghagla li biha difnu lil Gesti minhabba li kien ghoddu
wasal 1is-Sibt, kienet providenzjali ghax il-Lhud
kellhom id-drawwa tal-hasil tal-gisem mejjet u s-Sibt
kien jongsu xi siegha biex jibda. Il-Lhud kienu jharsu
s-Sibt bhala jum gaddis li fih ma kien isir ebda xoghol;
lanqas dfin tal-mejtin. B’hekk, il-kefen ta’ Gesu baqa’
ntatt bl-impronti fuqu li juru I-marki tal-kefrija kollha
li bata waqt il-passjoni tieghu. X aktarx li Guzeppi u
Nikodemu nizzlu 1-gisem mejjet ta’ Gesu minn fuq is-
salib, haduh fil-qabar u, hemmhekk, keffnuh fil-Lizar
li kienu xtraw. L-ewwel firxu nofs il-Lizar, middew il-
gisem mejjet fuqu u, bin-nofs l-iehor, ghattew in-naha
ta’ quddiem u dawruh bil-faxex.



Rokna Internazzjonali

Kif habbarna fil-harga ta’ qabel din, permezz ta’ din ir-rokna, ser nibdew ngharrfu lill-qarrejja ta’ dan il-magazine
bl-attivatajiet 1i I-KNA jkun qged jaghmel fil-qasam internazzjonali. Ix-xahar ta’ Gunju 2022 kien impenjattiv
hafna. Barra mill-Assemblea Generali tal-AGE Platform, li saret fis-7 ta’ Gunju u li, ghaliha, attendejt b’'mod
virtwali, bhala Vici-President tal-AGE Platform Europe, attendejt fizikament ghal diversi konferenzi u lagqghat
f’Ruma li jinkludu 1-Konferenza Ministerjali dwar 1-Anzjanita u Joint Forum tal-MIPAA.

Assemblea Generali tal-AGE Platform Europe

Barra mill-formalitajiet tas-soltu, din l-assemblea kienet important ghax, matulha, kienu approvati 1-Membri
tal-Kunsill u s-Sostitut ta’ kull pajjiz membru u, ghaldagstant, il-kompozizzjoni tad-Delegazzjoni Maltija kif
magbula mit-tliet organizzazzjonijiet Maltin membri tal-AGE kienet approvata. Kien approvat ukoll il-process
biex jergghu jitniedu t-Task Forces tal-AGE u biex tohrog stedina lill-organizzazzjonijiet membri biex jinnominaw
persuni halli jippartecipaw f’dawn it-Task Forces. II-KNA applika biex membri tal-Ezekuttiv jiehdu sehem fl-
erba’ Task Forces biex b’hekk inkomplu nzidu l-gharfien tad-diversi aspetti tal-anzjanita bil-ghan li I-KNA ikun
aktar ta’ servizz ghall-anzjani Maltin u Ghawdxin.

Konferenza Round Table organizzata mill-ghaqdiet
Taljani affiljati fl-AGE Platform Europe

Fl-okkazjoni tal-ghoxrin anniversarju tal-MIPAA, fl-14
ta> Gunju 2022, il-koordinament Taljan tal-Age Platform
organizza konferenza Round Table f’Palazzo Rospigliosi,
Ruma. L-iskop ta’ din il-konferenza kien li jitnieda
process halli ssir ligi komprensiva dwar l-anzjania fl-Italja.
F’din il-laggha, kien approvat dokument ipprezentat lill-
Ministru koncernata, Dr. Elena Bonetti. Ligi bhal din hija
mehtiega halli jkun zgurat 1i ma jithalla barra ebda aspett
ta’ salvagwarda tad-drittjiet tal-anzjani. Wiehed mill-
kelliema kien is-Segretarju Generali tal-AGE Platform, Dr.
Maceij Kucharczyk. Billi jiena fluwenti fl-ilsien Taljan, jien
irrapprezentajt il-Presidenza tal-AGE Platform Europe.

Joint Forum fl-okkazjoni tal-Ghoxrin Anniversaju tal-Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing
Dan il-Joint Forum tlagga’ fil-15 ta’ Gunju 2022 biex igib flimkien ir-ricerkaturi u l-organizazzjonijiet mhux
governattivi li jahdmu fil-kamp tal-anzjani bl-iskop li dawn jagsmu t-taghrif u d-data miksubin sew mir-ricerka kif
ukoll mill-azzjoni prattika fil-kamp u jiddiskutu flimkien I-impatt li halla I-MIPAA u r-Regional Implementation
Strategy tieghu, il-MIPAA/RIS. Saru diversi interventi interessanti u, fl-ahhar, kienet approvata dikjarazzjoni
intitolata, A fulfilling life throughout the life-course: a joint effort of civil society and research in policy making.
Fost 1-ohrajn, din id-dikjarazzjoni theggeg biex jittiehdu aktar azzjonijiet li jippromwovu l-anzjanita attiva u
b’sahhita, li jkun zgurat access ugwali ghall-kura u s-support lill-persuni anzjani u l-carers, li jixpruna l-kuncett
ta’ socjeta ghal kull eta u biex it-tema tal-eta tigi mainstreamed. Din id-
dikjarazzjoni thares ukoll lejn temi ohrajn li jehtiegu konsiderazzjoni fil-
gejjieni. Ghal aktar taghrif, idhol fil-website tal-KNA.

Konferenza Ministerjali

Din il-konferenza, li tikkonkludi r-raba’ review tal-MIPAA u r-RIS ghas-snin
bejn 1-2018 u1-2022, kienet organizzata mill-UNECE u nfethet minn Dr. Elena
Bonetti, Ministru ghall-Familja u Opportunitajiet Indaqgs fl-Italja. Ghaliha,
attendew ‘il fuq minn erbghin Ministru minn madwar id-dinja. It-tema
tal-konferenza kienet, Joining forces for solidarity and equal opportunities
throughout life u kienet diskussa minn tliet perspettivi li huma: (1) il-Hidma
ghal ghixien b’sahhtu u attiv tul il-hajja kollha; (2) dak 1i Nizguraw kura fit-
tul u support lill-familji u l-carers; u (3), il-Mainstreaming tat-tema tal-eta
halli nippromwovu socjeta ghall-etajiet kollha. Fost il-kelliema, kien hemm
is-Segretarju tal-AGE Platform, Dr. Maceij Kucharczyck, kif ukoll Dr.
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Natasha Azzopardi Muscat, Direttur Regjonali tal-WHO ghall-Ewropa. Il-Ministru ghall-Anzjanita Attiva, Dr.
Jo Etienne Abela, MD, MP, ukoll inidirizza din il-konferenza li, fiha, Dikjarazzjoni tal-Ministri kienet approvata
unanimament. Fil-website tal-KNA, issibu din l-istqarrija ministerjali flimkien ma’ materjal ta’ taghrif iehor.

Dr Anthony DeGiovanni
Segretarju Internazzjonali, KNA u
Vici President, AGE Platform Europe

Rahal twelidi u I-mixja tal-
President 2021

Kitba ta’ Carmen Borg

Rahal twelidi, Haz-Zebbug, li jissejjah ukoll Citta Rohan,
jinsab fin-naha ta’ fuq ta’ Malta u hu wiehed mill-eqdem
irhula Maltin. Taht 1-Gharab, 1-irhula ta’ Hal-Dwin, Hal-
Mula u Hal-Muxi kienu komunitajiet zghar. Imma, maz-
zmien, dawn inghaqdu u ffurmaw ir-rahal ta’ Haz-Zebbug.
Certu Filippo di Catania, “il-Kataniz”, intraprenditur
sinjur, hareg parti mill-ispejjez tal-kostruzzjoni tal-Knisja
ta’ San Filep li nbniet fis-sena 1380.

Meta Malta kienet principalita indipendenti taht 1-Ordni
ta’ San Gwann, Haz-Zebbug kien wiehed mill-postijiet
principali tal-Belt Valletta u I-Imdina. Ir-rwol ewlieni
tieghu kien Il-industrija tal-qoton. Fi Zmien il-hakma
Franciza bejn 1-1798 u 1-1800, il-knejjes Maltin kienu
misruqin mir-rikkezzi taghhom. Meta z-Zebbugin saru
jafu b’dan, dahlu fil-knisja u, malajr malajr, hbew id-
dehbijiet u l-fided ta’ go fiha. Meta I-Francizi raw il-bibien
tal-knisja miftuhin berah, baqghu mexjin fi trigthom u,
b’hekk, iz-Zebbugin salvaw il-fided u d-dehbijiet tal-
knisja.

Haz-Zebbug huwa mdawwar minn Hal-Qormi, is-Siggiewi
u r-Rabat. Ghandu zewg widien il-gmiel taghhom; Wied
Qirda u Wied In¢ita. Haz-Zebbug langas hu nieqes mill-
Kappelli Medjovali ghax hemm is-Santwarju tal-Hlas u
1-Knisja ta’ San Blas, fost ohrajn.

Tajjeb 1i wiehed jinnota li dan ir-rahal ghandu lok fejn
wiehed jista’ jaghmel zewg passi fil-kampanja. Nhar il-21
ta’ Novembru 2021, il-Kunsill Lokalli ta’ Hai—Zebbug,
ghamel bhal hafna lokalitajiet ohrajn u organizza l-mixja
tal-President b’risq il-Community Chest-Fund. 1ltqajna
madwar mitt ruh u, flimkien mas-Sindku tar-rahal, it-tabib
Malcolm Paul Galea u I-familja tieghu, imxejna mill-
pjazza tar-rahal sat-triq li taghti ghall-Kappella ta’ San
Gakbu, taht ir-Rabat. It-temp kien sabih b’xemx fietla.
Ghal din il-mixja, hadt gost nara nies ta’ etajiet differenti
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jimxu flimkien. L-iskop taghna kien li, waqt li naghmlu
ftit ezercizzju fiziku, fl-istess hin nghinu lil hutna inqas
ixxurtjati minna. Kulhadd jaf li I-mixi huwa wiehed mill-
ahjar ezercizzji fizici biex il-gisem jibqa’ f’sahhtu! Barra
minn hekk, ghamilt ukoll hbieb godda u ghidt xi zewg
kelmiet maghhom ukoll.

It-tmiem ta’ din il-mixja helwa, li ghenitna nirrilassaw,
wassalna sa fuq iz-zuntier tal-Knisja Arcipretali ta’ San
Filep, fejn hadna ritratt flimkien. San Filep huwa I-qaddis
protettur tar-rahal taghna li ghandu gemellagg mar-rahal
ta’ Aggira, fi Sqallija. Wara li hadna r-ritratt, konna
dagsxejn ghajjenin ukoll. Imma kienet ghejja helwa li
anke tiftahlek l-aptit. Sellimna lil xulxin u tlagna lejn
djarna. Mixja ta’ tliet kilometri li hadet saghtejn kienet
bizzejjed ghal dakinhar. Kienet tassew mixja helwa li,
fiha, ghaddejna minn Vjal il-Helsien, Triq 1-Imdina, Triq
Mikiel Ang Sapiano u t-triq tar-Rabat, fejn kwazi tlajna
sat-triq li twassal sa hdejn il-kappella ta’ San Gakbu.
Jum li ma ninsihx malajr. Minn qalbi, nixtieq nizzi hajr
lil kull min ha l-inizzjattiva u organizza din il-mixja.
Hajr ukoll lill-Kunsill Lokali zghazugh u habrieki
ta’ Haz-Zebbug li, bl-impenn tieghu, ha sehem attiv
f’din l-okkazjoni. Nittama li, fil-gejjieni, ikollna aktar
okkazjonijiet bhal dawn. Barra 1li ghamilna gid lil
sahhitna, ilhagna skop nobbli wkoll; dak li nghinu lil
hutna li jinsabu fi bzonn materjali u psikologiku. Dawn in-
nies japprezzaw avvenimenti bhal dawn ghax jafu li ahna
nahsbu fihom u li nuru s-solidarjeta taghna maghhom.



IlI-Walker, the Iron Man of Malta

Toni Zarb twieled il-Mandragg tal-Belt fl-14 ta’ Lulju
tal-1904. Tista’ tghid li, b’ismu, kwazi ma jafu hadd
imma, bil-lagam tieghu, il-Walker, jafuh Malta u
Ghawdex kollha. Meta spicca mill-iskola tal-Baviera,
beda jaghmel xi xoghol, kemm bhala waiter u anki ta’
electrician imma l-impjieg ewlieni tieghu kien ma’
Camilleri tal-Helu ta” Triq il-Merkanti. Infatti, kien
hawnhekk fejn akkwista l-lagam tieghu ghax, darba,
baghtuh jaghmel gadja u tant gie lura malajr li xi hadd
qallu: “Illahwa, qisek Johnnie Walker; kemm tigri!” U,
minn dakinhar ’1 hawn, Toni Zarb baqa’ maghruf bhala
1-Walker.

Jiena kont ilni nafu sa mill-1955 ghax kien joqghod
f’kerrejja, bieb ma’ bieb ma’ fejn konna noqoghdu
ahna, fi Triq I-Isptar il-Qadim, ftit ’l isfel mill-genb
tal-Kamrata. IlI-Walker kien ragel prolifiku. Kien
mizzewwg darbtejn u kellu sitta u ghoxrin tifel u tifla;
sebgha mill-ewwel mara, Karmena, li halliet din id-
dinja ta’ disgha u ghoxrin sena; u dsatax ohra tat-tieni
mara tieghu, Stella.

L-aktar haga 1i baqa’ maghruf ghaliha I-Walker kienet
il-kapacita tieghu li jghawweg il-hadid; xi haga li kien
ilu jaghmel sa mill-1927. Ghadni niftakru 1-Empire
Stadium, tal-Gzira, qabel xi loghba importanti, kien
johrog fil-ground bix-shorts u 1-flokk ta’ taht, b’virga
tal-hadid f’idu moghla bniedem u wiesgha xi zewg
pulzieri, juriha lin-nies, imbaghad jaghmilha ma koxxtu
u ma’ rkupptejh u jibda jdawwarha u jghawwigha
sakemm igibha gisha molla. Imbaghad, il-hadida kien
jgholliha ’1fuqun-nies kienu jaghmlu ors shih fost hafna
capcip, tisfir u botti. Biex jinkuh, kienu jghidulu li kien
jirnexxielu jghawwigha ghax kienet mahruga. Metakien
jisma’ hekk, il-Walker kien jinharaq aktar mill-hadida
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nnifisha. Kien joffrihielhom u jiccalingjahom biex,
min irid, jerga’ jiddrittaha, ladarba kienet mahruqa.
U n-nies kienu jghidulu: “Ghax ma tiddrittahiex int?”
Darba, bi sfida, rajtu jaghmilha ma’ koxxtu, fetahha u
baqga’ jissara maghha sakemm rega’ ddrittaha kif seta’.

Gieli kienu anki jistidnuh biex jaghti wirja ta’ sahha
waqt xi attivita organizzata minn xi ghaqda jew ohra.
Fl-Empire Stadium, wara kull esebizzjoni, kien johrog
ix-Xigb b’xi beritta f’idu, idur mas-supporters tal-
Belt u jitlobhom iwaddbu xi haga ghall-Walker. Imma
1-Walker ma kienx jiccargja flus u, dak li kien jigbor,
kien imur ghall-karita. Issa jekk, kif jghidu l-Inglizi,
il-karita kienet tibda mid-dar, ma nafx. Li naf zgur hu
li, biex titma sitta u ghoxrin tifel u tifla, kont trid erba’
soldi mhux hazin, dak iz-zmien.

Imma, apparti c-cajt, kif ghidna, il-Walker ma
kienx jiccargja flus perD kien jiehu gost b’xi tazza
kommemorattiva, lewn il-fidda, ipprezentata lilu bhala
tifkira tal-okkazjoni. Niftakar ukoll li, meta kienet
togrob il-festa, kien idendel bicca damask hamra
mal-gallarija, johrog statwa zghira ta’ San Duminku,
idawwarha bit-tazzi kollha li kellu u fughom idendel
bozza tal-elf halli kulhadd ikun jista’ japprezza
d-devozzjoni lejn dan il-qaddis kif ukoll kemm rebah
tazzi 1-Walker bil-kapacita straordinarja li kellu!
Lill-Walker kont anki tarah jerfa’ fil-vari tal-Belt u
mhux f’San Duminku biss imma anki fil-Vara 1-Kbira
tal-Knisja Ta’ Giezu fil-Gimgha Mqaddsa u diversi vari
ohrajn ukoll. U dejjem kont tarah bil-bastun tat-tarf
ghax, ghalih, bis-sahha li kien jippossjedi, din kienet
gisha haga mhi xejn.

Toni Zarb kien ragel sew u dejjem mohhu kif jaghmel
biex jakkwista xi haga ghall-familja numeruza li kellu.
Meta kellu mas-sebghin sena u rtira minn ma’ Camilleri
tal-Helu, lanqas tista’ tghid li abbanduna I-mestier ghal
kollox ghax beda jaghmel il-karamelli, jaghmilhom go
boroz tal-plastic ckejknin tuzzana tuzzana, ipoggihom
f’tilar u jmur ibighhom Fuq il-Monti jew fil-festi fl-
irhula Maltin. Ghalkemm ma konnhiex ghadna iktar
zghar, fis-sebghinijiet, niftakarni nixtru I-helu tal-
Walker.

I1-Walker mar jiltaqa’ mal-Mulej fil-11 ta” Frar 1993,
fl-eta ta’ tmienja u tmenin sena. Lil Toni Zarb tista’ ttih
hafna titli u aggettivi li kienu joqoghdulu: ragel sew,
tal-familja, hawtiel u biezel, bahbuh, ragel b’sahhtu,
ragel helu, cajtier u ferrieh. Imma 1-Walker jibga’ fil-
memorja kollettiva bhala wiehed minn dawk il-karattri
kkuluriti Beltin 1i ma jintesewx kif gieb u lahaq.
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Niftakar qisu lbierah meta,
kwazi hamsin sena ilu,
I-gharusa tieghi (illum marti)
ghedtilha li jien ma nixtieqx
curkett ghall-gherusija imma
kotba u tlabtha tixtrili I-Groves
Dictionary. Dan huwa sett
ta’ kotba hoxnin li jien
insejhilhom il-Bibbja tal-Muzika Internazzjonali. Kif tistghu
tahsbu, l-gharusa kien jagblilha kieku xtratli curkett tal-
gherusija milli dawn il-kotba tal-muzika, ghax kienet tehles
b’irhas. Tghiduli, x’ghandha x’tagsam din l-introduzzjoni
mal-kompozitur Francesco Azopardi? Ghandha, ghax dawn
il-kotba tal-muzika kienu, u ghadhom, gwida qawwija fl-
istudji u r-ricerka tieghi dwar il-muzika.

Infatti, l-ewwel haga li ghamilt meta dawn il-kotba
waslu ghandi kienet li ftahthom halli nara x’nista’ nsib
dwar il-kompozitur Malti, Francesco Azopardi. (Azopardi
b‘z wahda). Nghidilkom li, dak iz-zmien, l-uni¢i zewg
kompozituri Maltin ikkwotati fil-Groves Dictionary of
Music kienu Nicolo Isouard u Francesco Azopardi. Dwar
Azopardi, dan id-dizzjunarju jghid li huwa mir-Rabat, Malta
u jien inhossni kburi hafna li noqghod fit-triq imsemmija
ghalih.

Fis-sena 2005, meta I-Kunsill Lokali tar-Rabat kellu
orkestrina, kont tajt parir lis-Sindku ta’ dak iz-zmien biex
isemmi din I-orkestrina ghal dan il-kompozitur Rabti. U hekk
sar imma, jekk niftakar sewwa, din l-orkestrina kienet mietet
qabel twieldet. Imma, ghall-inqas, is-suggeriment tieghi
wassal biex il-Kunsill gharaf l-importanza ta’ Francesco
Azopardi tant li, mal-faccata tas-sede tal-Kunsill, twahhlet
lapida ta’ tifkira f’gieh Francesco Azopardi li kien joqghod
fi Triq 1-Isptar vic¢in il-post fejn jiltaga’ I-Kunsill tar-Rabat.

Francesco Azopardi twieled ir-Rabat, Malta fil-5
ta’ Mejju tal-1748. L-ismijiet tal-maghmudija tieghu kienu
Giovanni, Battista, Agostino, Francesco u Giuseppe. Kellu
I-ewwel taghlim tieghu fil-muzika ma’ Michelangelo Vella.
Ta’ hmistax-il sena, kif kienet il-moda dak iz-zmien, mar
jistudja Napli fejn dam ghal madwar disa’ snin u fejn,
I-ewwel ma studja, kien fil-Conservatorio di Sant’ Onofrio
ta’ Porta Capuana. Responsabbli mit-taghlim muzikali
tieghu, kienu Carlo Contumacci u Joseph Doll. Warajhom,
Azopardi kompla jipperfezzjona ruhu ma’ Niccolo Piccinni.

Piccinni kien kompozitur Taljan ta’ madwar tmenin
opra. Mhux biss imma kkompona wkoll sinfoniji, muzika
sagra u musica da camera. Ghalkemm illum ftit li xejn
jissemma, fi zmienu kien wiehed mill-kompozituri popolari u
importanti, specjalment fejn tidhol l-opra komika Naplitana.
Piccinni kien ikollu l-ahjar allievi jitghallmu mieghu u dan
kien ifisser certifikat qawwi hafna ghall-kompozitur Rabti.
Francesco Azopardi ma kienx biss kompozitur imma kien
ukoll organista u, aktar minn hekk, kien surmast tat-teorija
tal-muzika tant li l-kompozitur famuz Luigi Cherubini
jikkwota xi ezempji mill-musico prattico ta’ Azopardi. Dan
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kompozitur Rabti ta’ importanza kbira

Kitba ta’ Peter Paul Ciantar

il-musico prattico kien maqlub ghall-Franciz u ppublikat
gewwa Parigi fI-1786 minn Nicolas-Etienne Framery, bhala
text-book ta’ introduzzjoni.

Dan il-bravu
kompozitur Malti kiteb ukoll
L’origine delle regole della
muzica u kkompona wkoll
ghadd sabih ta’ bicciet ta’
muzika sagra, fosthom oratorju
jismu La Passione di Cristo.
Dan li ged nghid insibuh kollu
fil-Groves Dictionary of Music
u huwa ghalhekk li jien insostni
li Francesco Azopardi ghandu
fama internazzjonali.

Tant in-Naplitani xtaqu
lil Francesco Azopardi jibqga’
maghhom li offrewlu I-post ta’
Maestro di Cappella imma hu ried jigi lura pajjizu. Fil-
fatt, fI-1774, meta kellu xi sitta u ghoxrin sena, Azopardi
gie Malta u nhatar organista tal-Katidral ta’ San Pawl
tal-Imdina bid-dritt 1i jsir Maestro di Cappella wara Don
Benigno Zerafa. Infatti, Francesco Azopardi nghata din il-
hatra fit-8 ta’ Dicembru tal-1783. Barra minn dan, Azopardi
kien attiv ukoll fil-Knisja Konventwali tal-Kavallieri ta’
Malta, il-Konkatidral ta’ San Gwann gewwa l-Belt.

Bhala kompozitur, insellmulu bil-kbir ghax
ikkompona mal-mitejn u hamsin bi¢ca xoghol muzikali
li, parti kbira minnhom, huma muzika sagra. Fosthom,
insibu wiehed u tletin quddiesa, sitta u sebghin salm, sitt
magnificat, sittax-il antifona u xoghlijiet ghall-orgni ghal
zmien il-Milied.

Bhallikieku dan kollu ma kienx bizzejjed, Francesco
Azopardi kien ukoll wiehed mill-aqwa ghalliema tal-muzika
u, fost l-allievi tieghu, kien hemm Malti maghruf iehor,
Nicolo Isouard, li wkoll jidher fil-Groves Music Dictionary.

Francesco Azopardi miet ir-Rabat, fejn twieled u
ghex, fis-6 ta’ Frar, 1809 meta kellu sittin sena. Jien ghandi
ghal qalbi hafna recording fuq C.D. ta’ quddiesa tieghu,
Messa Dei Morti, bid-data 1792, jigifieri, Azopardi kitibha
meta kellu erbgha u erbghin sena. Din il-quddiesa hija ghal
erba’ vucijiet u hi esegwita minn Rosabelle Bianchi, Claire
Massa, Frans Mangion u Albert Buttigieg, flimkien mal-Kor
Collegium Musicum, bl-orkestra taht id-direzzjoni ta’ Dion
Buhagiar. Grazzi jmur ghall-Bank APS li kien strumentali
f’dan ir-recording 1i tassew jaghmel gieh lill-kompozitur
Malti, Francesco Azopardi.

Dan huwa taghrif tassew fil-qosor dwar dan il-
kompozitur. M’ilux wisq, il-Professur Dion Buhagiar, li
ghamel studju kbir dwar Azopardi, ippubblika ktieb mill-
aktar interessanti dwar dan il-kompozitur Malti ta’ hila
kbira. Pero, minkejja kollox, jien xorta nghid li Francesco
Azopardi mhuwiex maghruf, meqjum u apprezzat bizzejjed
muzikalment gewwa pajjizna.
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Kien zmien iehor

FI-1963, 1-Ufficju Centrali tal-Istatistika ghamel
stharrig ibbazat fuq tnax-il elf intervista ma’ nisa Maltin
li, sal-1960, kienu mizzewgin. Dan l-istharrig wera li,
fis-snin ta’ wara t-Tieni Gwerra Dinjija, ftit li xejn kien
hemm caqliq fir-rata ta’ twelid f"Malta. Komparat ma’
standards f’pajiizi moderni, minkejja t-tnaqqis li kien
registrat, ir-rata ta’ twelid f’Malta baqghet meqjusa
bhala wahda pjuttost gholja. Madankollu, ix-xejra ‘1
isfel tar-rata tat-twelid li bdiet fil-hamsinijiet kompliet
tkun sostnuta b’tali mod li, sal-1970, il-figuri tat-twelid
f’Malta bdew iqarrbu lejn dawk ta’ pajjizi moderni.
Tant kien sostnut dan il-process ta’ tnaqqis ta’ twelid Ii,
sal-ahhar tas-seklu ghoxrin, il-karatteristici demografici
ta’ Malta qarrbu sew lejn, u anki marru oltre, dawk
ta’ pajjizi ohrajn. Fl-ahhar snin tas-seklu ghoxrin, ir-
rata ta’ twelid f"Malta kienet aktar baxxa minn dik ta’
pajjizi zviluppati bhad-Danimarka u Franza. Din ir-rata
baxxa ta’ twelid kienet tfisser li I-familji Maltin bdew
isiru ferm izghar u s-socjeta saret iktar moderna.

Din il-bidla kienet xprunata minn fatturi barranin u
ohrajn lokali li, bil-mod il-mod, bdew ibiddlu I-valuri
tradizzjonali taghna. Bla tlaqliq, nistghu nighidu i,
parti minn din il-mewga kulturali li, b’mod sottili,
bdiet ixxerred valuri li, xi fit jew wisq, bdew jaghtu
vizjoni ohra tal-valuri tradizzjonali, kienu 1-ghadd ta’
films 1i bdew gejjin minn Hollywood u jintwerew fis-
swali tac-cinema. Il-hamsinijiet kienu l-aqwa zmien ta’
Hollywood minn fejn bdew hergin hafna tipi ta’ films li
jolqtu 1-gosti ta’ firxa wiesgha ta’ nies. Dawn il-films
kienu jintwerrew fis-swali tac-Cinema madwar id-dinja
kollha, inkluz f’Malta.

Biex ilahhqu ma’ din id-domanda gdida u gawwija
ta’ divertiment, I-ghadd ta’ swali tac-cinema f’Malta
zdied hafna. Ghall-ewwel gimghat tal-wasla taghhom
f’Malta, dawn il-films kienu jintwerew fit-teatri tal-
Belt u dawk ta’ tas-Sliema. Wara, kienu jintwerew
ukoll fis-swali tac-Cinema li nfethu fil-bliet Maltin

12

Kitba ta’ Saviour Rizzo

bhall-Hamrun, Birkirkara u Rahal Gdid. L-aktar films
popolari kienu 1-musicals bhal, Show Boat, 1i hareg fis-
sena 1951. Malta bi hgarha marret tara dan il-film. Anki
jien, li kont ghadni kemm ghalaqt is-seba’ snin, rajt dan
il-film ma’ missieri fl-Empire Cinema li kien fil-Pjazza
tar-Rahal Gdid. Musical iehor li ghamel success kbir
kien, Seven Brides for Seven Brothers, i hareg fl-1954.
Kull meta niftakar f’dan il-film, ghadni nismaghha
tidwi f’widnejja l-kanzunetta li jkanta Howard Keel,
Bless your Beautiful Hide.

Imma l-aktar film 1i qajjem interess u agha, specjalment
fost iz-zghazagh, kien Rock around the Clock, 1i hareg
fis-sena 1954. Il-muzika moderna li ddominat dan il-
film gennet liz-zghazagh b’tali mod li, dak kollu li
kien marbut mieghu beda jintuza bhala ghodda biex
dawn iz-zghazagh jesprimu l-identita tal-indipendenza
taghhom. Iz-zghazagh 1i wrew il-hegga biex jimxu ma’
dawn ix-xejriet moderni bdew iqaxxru xagharhom crew
cut, jilbsu gliezet bi gliezi dojoq, li konna nirreferu
ghalihom bhala ‘katusi’ u zraben bil-ponta stil ta’ Elvis
Presley li, sadakittant, kien sar l-idolu taz-zghazagh. 1z-
zghazagh li kienu jimxu ma’ din il-moda bdew jissejhu,
teddy boys.

M’ ghandniex xi nghidu, din il-moda gdida u din il-herqa
kbira ghal valuri godda li jixirqu socjeta iktar moderna
kellha thabbat wiccha ma’ realta dominata mit-tifrik
li halliet warajha t-Tieni Gwerra. Realta li ma kienet
xejn sabiha ghax l-ekonomija Maltija qajla setghet turi
sinjali ta’ stabbilita u prospetti sbieh ghaz-zghazagh.
Biex tkompli taghqad, il-Gvern Ingliz ried inaqqas in-
nefqa tieghu f"Malta u anki stqarr li kien lest li jaghlaq
it-Tarzna li, dak iz-zmien, kienet tipprovdi I-hobza ta’
kuljum lil aktar minn tnax-il elf haddiem. Fis-shab li
beda jingema’, il-hjut tad-dawl kienu ftit hafna u ’l
boghod wisq. Skont l-esperti li kienu jigu minn barra
biex jaghtu l-pariri, l-unika soluzzjoni biex 1-ekonomija
Maltija tibda tiehu r-ruh kienet 1-emigrazzjoni.

U dak huwa, ezattament, li gara. Hafna familji Maltin,
mghejjunin minn sussidju tal-passagg provdut mill-
Gvern Malti, bdew jemigraw lejn pajjizi fejn il-
prospetti kienu jidhru ferm ahjar, bhall-Awstralja,
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il-Kanada, I-Istati Uniti u
I-Ingilterra. Madankollu, dan [:
is-sens ta’ fatalizmu, b’xi mod
jew iehor, beda jigi sfidat mill-
politici Maltin li bdew jaghmlu
sforz qawwi halli jiddiversifikaw
l-ekonomija ta’ Malta biex din
tkun tista’ toffri mpjiegi godda u
xierqa lill-haddiema Maltin. Dan
il-holm tal-hamsinijiet serva
biex jibda jinbena pedament sod
ghal ekonomija li tkun tassew
sostenibbli.

Bhala konkluzjoni, nistghu nghidu li I-hamsinijet kienu
snin li, fihom, il-poplu beda jduq il-frott tas-sliem wara
gwerra qalila li, sa dak iz-zmien, id-dinja gatt ma kienet
rat bhalha. Kien ukoll zmien li beda juri prospetti u
tamiet godda f’socjeta li bdiet thares lejn 1-imghoddi
b’lenti socjali iktar moderna u li timrah aktar ’il boghod.
L-isfond ta’ dawn is-snin kien mibni fuq xewqa ghat-
twettiq ta’ rikostruzzjoni fizika u socjali biex ittaffi
I-herba li gabet maghha t-Tieni Gwerra Dinjija. II-
kuntest tax-xena politika 1i fih kellu jitwettaq dan il-
ghan kien imtappan minn nuqqas ta’ sensittivita tal-
Gvern Ingliz 1i, galadarba t-thedida tal-ghadu kienet
intemmet, beda jikkontempla mizuri biex inaqqas
I-spiza fil-kolonji li kienu parti mill-Imperu Ingliz.
Wahda minn dawn il-mizuri kienet li titnaqqas 1-ghotja
finanzjarja 1i 1-Gvern Kolonjali Ingliz kien jghaddi

lill-Gvern Malti kull sena. Din
il-politika t’awsterita addottata
mill-Gvern Ingliz kienet tissarraf
f’nuqqas ta’ haddiema Maltin
| impjegati mas-Servizzi Inglizi li
| 1-ghadd taghhom dak iz-zmien
kien sostanzjali.

Dawn l-avvenimenti fl-
ekonomija bdew isehhu fost
taqlib kbir fix-xena interna tal-
politika. Iz-zewg partiti politici
ewlenin Maltin raw bidla fit-
tmexxija taghhom. Kien zmien li,
matul I-ewwel hames snin tieghu, assistejna ghal erba’
elezzjonijiet generali li, tlieta minnhom, irrizultaw fi
gvern ta’ koalizzjoni.

Mil-lat socjali, it-tieni nofs tal-hamsinijiet raw il-
bidu ta’ welfare state u l-introduzzjoni tal-household
appliancesfid-djar Maltin.Lejnit-tmiem taghhom,rajna
l-wasla f’pajjizna tat-television. Imma, sal-ahhar tal-
hamsinijiet, dan kien ghadu ma dahalx fil-maggoranza
tad-djar Maltin. Dan jixhdu I-fatt i, it-Tazza tad-Dinja
tal-1958 li, ghall-ewwel darba, intwerit diretta fuq it-
television, il-maggoranza tan-nies kellhom jarawha
bilwieqfa quddiem xi hanut li kien beda jbigh dan il-
prodott ¢did fis-suq. Jiena niftakar li, biex ma jkollix
intawwal ghonqi zzejjed, kont immur kmieni halli nkun
’il quddiem kemm nista’. Kien zmien iehor!

Ghand il-perit

Koppja ged jahsbu biex jizzewgu marru ghand perit
biex jaghmlilhom pjanta tad-dar u japplikalhom
ghall-permessi. Meta wriehom xi pjanti li kellu lesti,
lI-gharus qallu li m’ghogbu xejn.

“Inti x’ghandek f’'mohhok?” stagsieh il-perit.
“Perezempju, il-kamra tas-sodda kif tridha?”
“Tonda!” qallu 1-gharus.

“U l-kamra tal-banju?”

“Tonda!”

“U l-kcina?”

“Tonda!”

“U s-salott?”

“Tend!”

“Ismaghmi ftit,” qallu I-perit, “hekk ser ikollok hafna
hela. Hemm xi raguni ghala trid kollox tond?”
“Dazgur!” wiegbu l-gharus, “ghax il-kunjata qalet 1,
la tixjieh, trid tigi toqghod maghna, anki f’rokna!”

Zewsg minuti kollox

F’zewg minuti, anzjan attiv jirrakkontalna Zewg cajtiet

Zews Irlandizi

Paddy u Mick kienu mexjin fi triq ewlenija fil-belt ta’
Manchester. Paddy waqgaf quddiem hanut u ra riklam
li gibidlu I-attenzjoni. “Ilbiesi tal-irgiel, €5.00, qomos
€2.00 u gliezet €2.50.

“Mick”, qal Paddy lil siehbu, “il-lostra x’offerta din!.
Nistghu nixtru skoss minn dawn u, meta mmorru lura
l-Irlanda, inbighuhom u naghmlu profit tajjeb. Issa,
nidhlu hawn, int zomm fommok sieket u nitkellem
jien biss ghax lilek mill-ewwel jaghrfuk li int Irlandiz.
Tinsiex, nitkellem jien biss!”

“Kollox sew,” wiegbu Mick.

Dahlu fil-hanut u Paddy, bl-ahjar Ingliz kemm seta’,
qal, “Jien u siehbi, nixtiequ nordnaw hamsin libsa ta’
qisien differenti, mitejn qmis kbar, zghar u medji u
hamsin par qalziet ta’ qisien differenti wkoll.”
“Jagaw int Irlandiz?” qallu tal-hanut.

“Iva; kif indunajt?” qallu Paddy.

“Ghax, kieku grajt I-isem tal-hanut, kont tinduna li
ahna dry cleaners, mhux hanut tal-hwejjeg!”
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I1-Papiet u lI-Astronomija

Kitba ta’ Tony Tanti, membru tal-Ghagda Maltija tal-Astronomija

Wagqt I-Angelus tal-Hadd, 21 ta’ Dicembru 2008, il-Papa
Benedittu XVI sellem lis-sena 2009 li, ghall-okkazjoni
tal-gheluq l-erba’ mitt sena minn meta l-astronomu
Taljan, Galileo Galilei, ghamel l-ewwel osservazzjonijiet
tas-sema permezz tat-teleskopju, inghazlet mill-Gnus
Maghquda bhala s-Sena Internazzjonali tal-Astronomija.
Fost affarijiet ohra, il-Papa qal 1i whud mill-predecessuri
tieghu studjaw l-astronomija. Semma lill-Papa Silvestru
li ghallem l-astronomija, lil Gregorju XIII 1li kien
responsabbli ghall-kalendarju li ghadna nuzaw sal-lum u
lil San Piju X li kien jaf jibni l-arloggi tax-Xemx.

[I-Knisja  Kattolika minn dejjem kellha
interess specjali fl-astronomija.Fil-Medjuevu, din ix-
xjenza, sahansitra, kienet fost is-suggetti li l-istudenti
universitarji kellhom jistudjaw gabel jibdew il-filosofija
u t-teologija. Barra minn hekk, l-astronomija kienet, u
ghadha, importanti fl-ghazla tad-dati meta ghandhom
ikunu c¢celebrati 1-Ghid il-Kbir u 1-festi marbutin mieghu
(Ras ir-Randan, Hadd il-Palm, il—Gimgha I-Kbira, 1-Ghid
il-Hamsin, u 1-bgija) ghax dawn huma bbazati fuq kalkoli
astronomici.

Minkejja dan, ir-relazzjoni bejn il-Knisja u
l-astronomija ghaddiet minn zminijiet difficli meta
nqala’ dizgwid bejn il-Vatikan u xjenzjati ewlenin, bhal
fil-kaz ta’ Galileo nnifsu li, mill-1633 sakemm miet, fl-
1642, inzamm arrestat f’daru talli xandar it-teorija ta’
Koperniku li kienet tghid li d-dinja ddur madwar ix-xemx
u mhux bil-maqlub.

Ir-riforma tal-kalendarju fl-1582

Il-festa tal-Ghid titfaghna f’wiehed mill-episodji I-iktar
importanti fl-istorja tal-Knisja, ir-riforma tal-kalendarju,
li sehhet fis-seklu sittax fi zmien il-Papa Gregorju XIII.
IlI-htiega ta’ din ir-riforma bdiet tinhass snin wara li
I-Konc¢ilju ta’ Nicea tas-sena 325 iddecieda li 1-Ghid kellu
jkun iccelebrat mill-insara fl-ewwel Hadd wara l-qamar
kwinta li jsehh fl-ekwinozju tar-rebbiegha (il-21 ta’
Marzu) jew ftit wara. Dak iz-zmien, is-sena kien fiha 365
jum, jew 366 jum f’sena bizestili darba kull erba’ snin.

Minhabba li d-dinja tiehu madwar 365 jum u kwart
biex iddur dawra shiha madwar ix-xemx, I-ekwinozju kien
qieghed javvanza bil-mod u, mill-Kon¢ilju ta’ Nicea sas-
seklu sittax, I-ekwinozju lahaq avvanza bi kwazi ghaxart
ijiem. Minflok fil-21 ta’ Marzu, il-bidu tar-rebbiegha,
fil-verita, kien isehh meta I-kalendarju kien juri 1-11 jew
it-12 ta” Marzu. Imma I-kalkoli tad-data tal-Ghid xorta
bagghet issir mill-21 ta’ Marzu.

FI-1576, il-Papa Gregorju XIII  waqqaf
kummissjoni biex tistharreg din il-problema u taghtih parir
kif setghet tigi risolta. Il-kummissjoni kienet maghmulha
minn prelati tal-Knisja, astronomi, matematici u avukat
li tqabbdu jiflu I-aspetti kollha tal-problema. Fost dawn,
kien hemm il-Malti, Dun Leonardu Abela, li kellu gharfien
tajjeb tal-ilsna tal-Lvant Nofsani. Huwa ttraduca dak li
kellu xi jghid il-Patrijarka Injazju t’Antijokja, tas-Sirja,
li wkoll kien membru tal-kummissjoni u li ta I-fehmiet
tieghu bl-Gharbi. Abela ffirma r-rapport li tlesta fl-1582
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bhala xhud tal-firma tal-Patrijarka.

Fl-24 ta’ Frar tal-1582, il-Papa hareg digriet
li fih ordna li, minn dik is-sena, isiru certi bidliet fil-
kalendarju. L-ewwel bidla kienet li 1-kalendarju l-antik
kellu jitmexxa ghaxart ijiem ’il quddiem, hekk li I-ghada
tal-Hamis, 4 t’Ottubru 1582 sar il-Gimgha, 15 t’Ottubru.
It-tieni, li s-sena bizestili kellha tibga’ ssehh kull erba’
snin hlief ghas-snin centinarji li m’humiex divizibbli
ezatt bin-numru 400. Xi pajjizi mill-ewwel ghamlu
I-bidliet kif ordna 1-Papa imma ohrajn damu s-snin gabel
ikkonformaw.

Riljiev fuq il-qabar tal-Papa Gregorju XIII fil-Bazilika
ta’ San Pietru f’Ruma juri l-Papa jigi pprezentat bil-pjan
ghar-riforma tal-kalendarju.

II-Papa Alessandru VII

Minbarra dawk li semma Benedittu XVI, papa iehor li
wkoll kien dilettant tal-astronomija kien Alessandru VII.
Qabel lahaq papa, Alessandru VII (ismu proprju kien
Fabio Chigi) serva bhala inkwizitur f’Malta bejn 1-1634 u
1-1639. Interessanti huwa I-fatt i, meta nhatar inkwizitur,
Fabio Chigi ma kellu ebda kariga religjuza. Infatti, huwa
ha 1-Ordni Sagri f’Malta stess u ccelebra 1-Prima Messa
tieghu fis-26 ta’ Marzu 1635 fl-ewwel knisja li kienet
mibnija fil-post fejn illum hemm il-Knisja tal-Lunzjata
(maghrufa ahjar bhala tad-Dumnikani) fil-Birgu. Iktar
tard fl-istess sena, dan Fabio Chigi nhatar Isqof ta’ Nardo
fl-Italja, bl-ordinazzjoni ssir fil-Knisja tal-Gizwiti fil-Belt
Valletta.

Fabio Chigi ghamel bidliet kbar fil-Palazz tal-
Inkwizitur tal-Birgu u bena torri minn fejn seta’ jara
I-bahar u fejn seta’ jistrieh u jistudja. Aktarx li minn dan
it-torri kien josserva l-kwiekeb permezz tat-teleskopiji li
kellu. Chigi r¢ieva dawn it-teleskopji mill-Italja wara li,
fl-14 ta’ Mejju 1635, kiteb lil neputih, Sigismondo Chigi
(li, wara, sar kardinal) u talbu biex jibghatlu teleskopju
jew tnejn bhal dawk ta’ Galileo, twal mhux iktar minn
driegh jew tnejn ghax dak li kellu kien twil wisq u difficli
biex juzah. .

F’ittra ohra tal-11 ta’ Gunju 1635, Chigi
rringrazzja lil neputih ghat-teleskopji li baghatlu u gallu
li sabhom tajbin. Ma nafux x’kien josserva b’dawn
l-istrumenti imma zgur seta’ jikkonferma s-sejbiet ta’
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Galileo dwar il-kratieri fuq wic¢ il-qamar, il-qmura tal-
pjaneta Gove, il-fazijiet ta’ Venere flimkien ma’ fenomeni
ohrajn. Niftakru li dawn is-sejbiet wasslu lil Galileo biex
jikkonferma t-teorija ta’ Koperniku u li, minhabba f’hekk,
kien ikkundannat mill-Inkwizizzjoni ta’ Ruma.

Wara snin ta’ karriera diplomatika, Chigi nhatar
kardinal f1-1652 u elett Papa f1-1655. Huwa miet fit-22 ta’
Mejju 1667 fl-eta ta’ tmienja u sittin sena. Matul iz-zmien
li Alessandru VII mexxa I-Knisja Kattolika, saru hafna
opri ta’ tisbih fil-Vatikan, fosthom il-kolonnat maestuz li
jdawwar Pjazza San Pietru, xoghol l-artist Gian Lorenzo
Bernini.

L-osservatorju astronomiku tal-Vatikan

IlI-bidu tal-osservatorju tal-Vatikan imur lura ghas-
sena 1578 meta [-Papa Gregorju XIII ordna li jinbena
osservatorju biex isiru l-osservazzjonijiet mehtiega
ghar-riforma tal-kalendarju. Iktar tard fis-sekli tmintax
u dsatax, twaqqfu ghadd ta’ osservatorji ohrajn madwar
Ruma, fosthom fil-Collegio Romano u fit-Torre dei Venti,
fil-Vatikan stess. Imma t-taqlib politiku fl-Italja fis-seklu
dsatax wassal biex dawn l-osservatorji waqghu f’idejn il-
gvern Taljan. Ghalhekk, f1-1891 il-Papa Ljun XIII hareg
Motu Proprio li, permezz tieghu, inbena osservatorju
¢did fil-Vatikan.

Fost ix-xoghlijiet l-iktar importanti li saru, kien
hemmi il-partecipazzjoni fi progettinternazzjonali biex issir
il-Carte du Ciel, mappa dettaljata tal-kwiekeb. Fil-bidu,
il-progett kien immexxi mill-Patri tal-Ordni tal-Barnabiti,
Francesco Denza imma, wara mewtu, ha t-tmexxija

-Gizwita John Hagen.
Erba’ sorijiet tal-karita
ta’ Marija Bambina
hadu  hsieb  il-kejl
tal-pozizzjonijiet tal-
kwiekeb mir-ritratti tas-
sema li ttiechdu permezz
tat-teleskopji.

Fil-bidu tas-seklu 1i
ghadda, it-tniggis mid-
dawl fil-belt ta’ Ruma
ghamilha  impossibbli
li jibqghu jsiru
osservazzjonijiet mill-Vatikan. Ghaldagstant, fis-snin
tletin, il-Papa Piju XI mexxa l-osservatorju lejn I-gholjiet
ta’ Castel Gandolfo, madwar hamsa u ghoxrin kilometru
fix-xlokk ta’ Ruma. Imma l-istess problemi ma damux
biex hakmu lil Castel Gandolfo wkoll u I-Vatikan ha
decizjoni kuragguza li jwaqqaf osservatorju b’teknologija
avvanzata fl-Amerka. FI-1993, fuq Mount Graham,
f’ Arizona, beda jahdem il-Vatican Advanced Technology
Telescope (VATT) li ghandu mera b’dijametru ta’ kwazi
zewg metri.

Ir-ricerka li ged ssir illum il-gurnata permezz tal-
VATT zgur ma kinitx tkun possibbli li ssir minn Ruma.
L-osservatorju 1-qadim f’Castel Gandolfo ghadu jezisti
u, illum, ged jintuza biex isiru attivitajiet ghall-pubbliku
biex ikompli jikber l-gharfien tal-oggetti 1i naraw fis-
sema u tal-astronomija generali.

Jista’ jkun?

Kitba ta’ Carmen Dimech

Tghid jista’ jkun li Sant” Antnin hareg bil-pensjoni? Ghax donnu m’ghadux
jahdem iktar. Dari, kull meta kont nitlef oggett, kont nitolbu: “Sant’ Antnin,
sibli I-hwejjeg mitlufin!” U kien isibhomli; mill-ewwel! Anzi, ommi
kienet izzid bicca ohra wkoll ghax kienet theddu li: “inkella nohodlok il-
Bambin!” U aqta’ kemm kien jagdiha malajr.

Imma,danl-ahhar, ghalxejn nitolbu u nheddu u nghidlu l-gakkulatorji
ghax ged nibga’ ma nsibx dak li nkun tlift. Ma nafx imma ghidt, forsi qed
nitlob hazin? Ghax jien, ezattament, mhux nitlef I-affarijiet geghda imma
aktar ged ninsa fejn inkun geghedthom.

Nghid il-verita, issa ged ninkwieta. Sal-bierah stess, insejt fejn kont
geghedt il-portmoni tal-flus ghax, ghalkemm flus ma tantx kien fih, kelli
I-ID Card go fih u dik trid tghaddi minn hafna nkwiet biex terga’ tapplika
ghaliha, taghmel affidavit li vera tliftha u jaghmlulek ohra. Fittixt u gallibt
kullimkien u tghidx kemm tlabt lil Sant’ Antnin u heddittu u ghidtlu
gakkulatorji li, dari, kien joghxa jismaghhom. Imma kollu ghalxejn.

Lanqas temmnu! Mela mmur niftah il-fridge biex ingib xi haga u
x’tahsbu li kien hemm fuq l-ixkaffa ta’ fuq, magenb il-perzut u 1-gobon tal-hakk? Iva, qtajtu; il-portmoni! U din
qged tigrili ta’ spiss dan l-ahhar. Ma nahsibx 1i hi dimenzja. Nahseb li ghadni kemm kemm ’il boghod biex nasal
f’dak l-istat.

Imma, jahasra, Sant’ Antnin kien ged jaqdini tajjeb tant! Allura, jekk hareg bil-pensjoni, tghid huwa ma
hasibx biex ihalli lil xi hadd warajh 1i jkun jista’ jkompli din il-missjoni qaddisa minfloku u ahna nkunu nistghu
nitolbu lilu? Ghidt, forsi kellu xi tifel li seta’ ha l-mestier ta’ missieru! Imma, f’idejh, Sant’ Antnin il-Bambin
ghandu u dak nafu zgur 1i mhux tieghu.

Jista’ xi hadd jgharrafni, jekk joghgobkom, jekk, fil-Genna, hemmx xi deputat ta’ Sant” Antnin ghand min
nista’ nirrikorri f’sitwazzjonijiet bhal dawn, qabel dan l-istat mentali tieghi jkompli jiggrava? Nirringrazzjakom
minn qalbi.
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II-Hanut ta’ Dimitri

Kien ilu jhoss 1i hemm xi haga hazina fil-karozza ghall-
ahhar ghoxrin minuta imma l-konferma waslet xhin
ghadda wiehed b’volvo kannella mill-karreggata ta’ hdejh,
pagpaqlu tnejn u ghajjat, “Ghandek pancer siehbi!”

Dennis zarrat wahda kif kien jaf hu — vizzju li wiret
minghand missieru u minghand nannuh gablu — u beda
jahseb x’kienet l-ahjar soluzzjoni. Kienu l-erbgha nieqes
ghoxrin ta’ filghodu. Wara serata jixrob, din kienet I-ahhar
haga li kellu aptit. Imma kien jaf li mhux ta’ min isuq fuq
tyre nofs kedda. Kif kien ged jittawwal biex jara fejn ser
isib roqgha dawl u jieqaf tahtha, ra t-tabella: “Dimitri’s
Puncture Repairs Open all night long — from sunset till
sunrise!”

Kellu joghrok ghajnejh darbtejn biex jikkonferma li qed
jara sew. “Dan minn mindu bdew jezistu l-hwienet —
iktar u iktar f"Malta — li jahdmu biss minn inzul ix-xemx
sa tlughha?” beda jhewden. Fl-istess nifs, Dennis ha
r-ruh. Tigih kemm tigih, hemm kien diehel, biex ma jsirx
gharqan xraba jissara mar-rota. Kiser ghal fuq ix-xellug
u dahal f’ghalqa kollha haxix hazin fejn, xi darba, kien
hemm pompa tal-petrol. Issa, kienet mimlija tyres ta’
kull dags. Tuzzani ta’ roti mimdudin fuq xulxin, skjerati
f’kolonni wahda hdejn 1-ohra. It-tyre ta’ fuq nett ta’ kull
kolonna kien wieqaf, giesu ghajn ged tistudja lil kull min
jazzarda jirfes ’il gewwa.

Xihaga sewda ghaddiet ittir b’mod erratiku minn quddiem
il-windscreen. Dennis inhasad u zamm il-brejk. Miljun
hsieb ghadda minn mohhu f’dik is-sekonda. Imma ma
damx wisq ma nduna li ma kien xejn ghajr farfett il-lejl.
Minghajr maried, infaqa’ jidhaq. Huwa kien liebes kustum
tal-Konti Drakula; kien l-ahhar weekend t’Ottubru u
l-festin li kien sejjer lura d-dar minnu kien tal-Halloween.
Farfett il-lejl kien l-ahhar hlejqa li vampir suppost li kellu
jahsdu!

Kompla jsuq ’il quddiem bil-mod. Id-dawl fl-ghalqa ma
kienx qawwi. Li ma kienx ghall-qamar kwinta, kien ikun
kwazi dlam cappa. Ma riedx jibga’ diehel f’xi haga. Gibed
lejn il-kmajra 1i kien hemm f’rokna tal-ghalga, minn
fejn kien hiereg dawl inemnem, qisu ta’ xemgha hamra
minn dawk li jpoggu fuq il-lapidi fic-Cimiterji, jew dawk
il-bozoz tal-elettriku orangjo li nanntu kienet izzomm
quddiem santa tar-Redentur.
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Novella ta’ Jordy-Paul Gellel

Wagqaf u tefa’ I-magna. Qabel hareg mill-karozza, beda
jtella’ u jnizzel jekk ghandux jistenna sa filghodu u jmur
xi mkien iehor. Il-post xejn ma kien jilgghek. Imma, la
kien wasal s’hawn, iddecieda li jehles. Kif ghalaq il-bieba
tal-karozza warajh, l-ewwel li laqtu kien is-skiet taqtghu
b’sikkina. Lanqas il-karozzi ghaddejjin mit-triq ma kienu
jinstemghu; gisha l-ghalga kienet maqtughha ghaliha, f’xi
dimensjoni ohra! Mar biex ihabbat imma, kif gholla jdejh,
il-bieb tal-injam, biz-zebgha kollha mgaxxra, ingibed lura
wahdu!

Dennis ma setax jara d-dettalji ta’ wic¢ min fetahlu
minhabba li d-dawl kien gej minn warajh. Imma 1-forma
tieghu kienet ¢ara: ragel pjuttost qawwi bi spallejh wesghin.
Xaghru twil u Zejtni, bi troffi mwahhlin ma’ haddejh.

“Minghalija li bagaghlu xi erba’ xhur ohra 1-Karnival!”
qallu dak.

Ghall-mument, Dennis infixel. Imbaghad ftakar fil-kustum.
Ipprova jispjegalu li kien gej minn party tal-Halloween
imma dak ir-ragel ma tantx deher li fehem. “Ghandi
pancer,” qallu biex jaqta’ fil-qasir u jigi ghall-punt halli
jehles. “Taghmiluli?”

“Melale,” wiegbu. “Idhol gewwa u halli f’idejja; toqghodx
fis-sirda!”

Dennis ma kienx qged ihoss xi kesha imma ma kellux aptit
jogghod jistenna bilwieqfa sakemm Dimitri jsewwilu
I-pancer. Fil-kamra kien hemm xi erba’ siggijiet nofshom
zdingati li mhux zgur seta’ jazzarda jpoggi fuq xi wiehed
minnhom minghajr ma jissogra li jinqasam bih. Intefa’ fuq
l-inqas wiehed inkallat u beda jhares madwaru. Il-kamra
kienet ikbar milli haseb meta raha minn barra. Fin-nofs,
kien hemm mejda tonda bis-siggijiet imdawrin maghha,
ebda wiehed ma jagbel mal-iehor. Kien hemm salt armarji,
xi whud minnhom bil-bieba nieqgsa u, fughom, ghadd ta’
ghodda inkluzi dawk li ma jidhrux li ghandhom x’jagsmu
mal-mestier ta’ Dimitri. Jistrieh fuq ftit zyres, kien hemm
banju taz-zingu. Kollox miksi b’lega skura ta’ swiedija u
hmieg.

Kif issoppona qabel dahal, id-dawl kien gej minn bozza tal-
elettriku. Kienet imwahhla mal-hajt u mdawra b’ghexieren
ta’ santi tal-mejtin; l-iktar ricenti jkangu fil-blu filwaqt li
dawk li xi darba kienu bojod issa saru sofor lellux. Dennis
qam u mar jiflihom iktar mill-qrib. Wiehed mill-ismijiet
deher familjari. Wara ftit tal-hin jissielet mieghu nnifsu,
irnexxielu jiftakar. Hames xhur qabel, kien fl-ahbarijiet;
miet b’acc¢ident tat-traffiku fi Triq il-Kosta. Kien izghar
minnu.

“Ahh!” lissen Dennis. Biex resaq eqreb lejn is-santa u qara
l-isem, pogga jdejh fuq l-armarju u subghajh strahu fuq
bicca ghodda kollha ponot. Kienet iktar gisha xi strument
tat-tortura ta’ zmien l-inkwizizzjoni milli xi haga li
ghandek bzonn biex issewwi pancer!
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Biex zgur ma jkollux iktar incidenti, u anki ghax donnu
beda jhossu ftit stordut, rega’ mar lura bilgieghda.
Ghaddew ftit minuti u bdiet tagbizlu jistenna. Minn barra,
ma kien jinstema’ ebda hoss u kien ser johrog biex jara
Dimitri fiex kien wasal. Imma hass bhal hedla tqila taga’
fuqu. Ilbierah, kellu gurnata twila; filghodu xoghol, avolja
s-Sibt, imbaghad nofstanhar qadi u filghaxija l-party li
ma bbasta jispicca qatt. Mhux ta’ b’xejn li kien bi nghas.
Minghajr ma jaf, ghajnejh inghalqu u, fi ftit sekondi, kien
rieged.

“Qum ghax daqt jisbah!” Hekk kif hass id Dimitri
ccaglaqglu spallejh, Dennis qabez zewg piedi minn fuq
is-siggu. Ghall-mument, ma setax jagbad tarf fejn kien
gieghed. Imbaghad, ghajnejh waqghu fuq is-santi tal-
mewt, faccata tieghu, u ftakar.

“Il-pancer lest?’ stagsa.

“Mhux il-pancer biss,” qallu Dimitri. “Kelli nibdillek it-
tyres kollha ghax kollha kienu waslu biex imorru!”

Dennis tfantas u beda jhewden. Lil dan min tah il-jedd
jagbad u jibdel kif irid minghajr ma jghidli? Min jaf kemm
se jehodli issa! Imma ma damx jinkwieta wisq ghax, hekk
kif Dimitri qallu I-prezz, skanta kemm kien irhis.

“Dak kollox? Zgur?”

“Ma nhobbx naghfas lil dak li jkun, jien,” serrahlu rasu
Dimitri hekk kif waddab il-flus f’kaxxa zghira tal-landa.
“Specjalment ma’ rgiel bhalek, ghadkom tibdew id-dinja.
[-lejl it-tajjeb. Jew il-jum it-tajjeb issa.”

Dennis hares barra mit-tieqa u ra li, fil-fatt, Dimitri kellu
ragun ghax kien wasal biex jisbah. Imnalla li kien il-Hadd
u seta’ jorqod kemm irid. Ta titwila lejn it-zyres il-godda,
innota kemm ileqqu, dahal fil-karozza u beda jsuq.

Imma ma damx wisq biex induna 1li xi haga ma kinitx
f’postha. L-ewwel sinjali kienu zghar: Dennis dawwar
l-istering naha u l-karozza damet sekonda biex obdiet.
Minn dagshekk biss ma tax wisq kas. It-fyres ghadhom
ged jogoghdu, haseb. Imma, ftit minuti wara, kiser lejn
ix-xellug u, minflok, il-karozza marret lejn il-lemin. Beda
jithasseb u ddecieda li jieqaf halli jaghti titwila. Imma
t-fyres ma riedux jafu! Jaghfas kemm jaghfas il-brejk,
it-tyres baqghu iduru. Kienu ged jobdu ligijiet ohrajn, ’il
boghod minn dawk tal-fizika. Certament li ma kienux qed
jaghmlu dak li riedhom Dennis.

B’idejh idawru l-istering fil-vojt, Dennis ikkunsidra
jippruvax johrog mill-karozza. Imma, immedjatament,
it-tyres bdew iduru b’iktar sahha u jzidu fil-velocita. Ma
kellux dubju li, kieku kellu jiftah il-bieba u jagbez, ma
kienx jirnexxielu jqum mill-art. It-fyres ghamlu l-ahhar
sforz u dahhlu l-karozza go hajt b’velocita qawwija. II-
habta tant kienet kbira li, sahansitra, qajmet lil xi whud
iktar kmieni mis-soltu. Fi ftit minuti, waslu l-pulizija u
l-ambulanza bis-sireni mixghulin. Imma I-paramedici ma
damux wisq biex xenglu rashom. Il-gazzetti onlajn ukoll
ma tantx damu biex habbru lill-qarrejja taghhom li x-xahar
ta’ Novembru beda b’vittma iehor tat-traffiku. U filghaxija
isem Dennis issemma fuq l-ahbarijiet. L-awtopsja wriet
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li kellu livel gholi ta’ alkohol u, fuq il-programmi ta’
diskussjoni, rega’ tqajjem l-argument jekk ghandux ikun
hawn iktar infurzar strett tal-ligijiet biex hadd ma jixrob
u jsuq.

Dimitri kien ged jiehu bela’ te meta dehret. Bhalma
taghmel dejjem, harget mill-iktar rokna mudlama tal-
kamra, fejn kellu I-armarju bil-mera mxaqqa. Darba kienet
qaltlu li jisimha Censa imma f’mohhu dejjem kien jirreferi
ghaliha bhala l-mara tal-ghonnella, minkejja li mhux dik
biss tilbes. Quddiem wiccha, kellha velu ta’ lewn ahmar
skur li, minhabba fih, Dimitri qatt ma ralha wiccha u, ghax
jaf min hi, kien jippreferi hekk.

“Hsibtek mhux gejja, wara x-xoghol kollu li hadt,”
gergrilha Dimitri minn taht l-ilsien. Ghalkemm kien ilu
jafha ftit sekli mhux hazin, xorta wahda baqa’ jibza’ xi ftit
minnha.

Minkejja dan, Censa semghetu u malajr wegbitu: “Mela
hsibtni qieghda mieghek biss? Iktar ma tizdied il-
popolazzjoni tad-dinja, iktar ikolli x’naghmel jien!”

“Mela ejja halli ma ndumux! Ghadu zghir dak li bghattlek
illum u kien jidher b’sahhtu wkoll. Suppost li ghandu
Jjiswa dagsxejn mhux hazin! Mhux hekk?”

Censa hallietu ftit mumenti jistenna. L-hena taghha tinkih.
“Li ma kienx ghalik, sitt snin ohra kien jizzewweg,”
galtlu. “Sakemm kien jaghlaq hamsa u tletin, kien ikollu
zewgt itfal u, wara ftit snin jeqred ghan-neputijiet, kien
isir nannu wkoll. Imma ma kienx jilhaq jarahom jaghmlu
l-precett.”

“Imma xorta hadtlu ftit decennji mhux hazin, hux?”

Censa ma setghetx ma tagbilx mieghu. “Intik ghoxrin sena
ghalih!”

“Ma tarax! Haqqni, tal-inqas, erbghin!”

Bhas-soltu, baqghu jargumentaw ftit sakemm, fl-ahhar,
sabu t-triq tan-nofs u qablu fuq tletin sena.

“Tridhom kollha ghalik?” stagsietu.

“Agsam ghaxra minnhom bejn it-tfal imma l-ghoxrin
l-ohra ghalija, iva. Qed inhossni nikber dan l-ahhar;
ghandi bzonnhom!”

“Tista’ tohodhom kollha jekk trid. Ghalija ma taghmilx
differenza. Ma tantx jinteressani x’taghmel bihom. Gib
idejk!” ordnatlu.

Dimitri hareg idejh ix-xellugija. Censa baxxiet rasha,
ressqet il-velu minn quddiem wiccha u biesitlu l-pala.
Xufftejha kienu keshin silg u I-bewsa taghha baxxietlu
t-temperatura ta’ gismu kollu b’xi grad jew tnejn. Imma
kien jaf li dak l-effett jghaddi wara gimgha. Sebat ijiem
skumdita kienu prezz pjuttost baxx ghas-snin kollha li
xtara ghalih u ghal uliedu. Kien ilu jaghmel dax-xoghol
minn mindu ltaga’ ma’ Censa l-ewwel darba; xi tmien mitt
sena qabel! U, ghalkemm kultant ihossu ftit hati ta’ kemm
nies baghat id-dinja l-ohra qabel il-wagqt, fil-fond ta’ qalbu
kien jaf 1i hekk ser jibga’ jaghmel.
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Mill-ktieb tat-tifkiriet
‘Fjuri li ma Jinxfux’
tal-Prof. Oliver Friggieri

EILIVEE FEILLIEER

FIURT LI MA JINXFLX

Tillcirint 19553- 1 R}

;

Ftit eluf ta’ nies maqsumin fi tnejn x

Id-differenzi kienu, bhallikieku, idubu fil-berah ta’ Fuq il-
Fosos fejn id-divertiment semplici kien wiehed ghal kulhadd
u fejn il-Knisja ta’ San Publju kienet, kif ghadha, tahkem
wehidha fuq il-misrah kollu. Imma l-Furjana kellha xi haga
li kienet tassew tagsamha fi tnejn: il-hajt tal-Mall, minn
fejn tibda Balzunetta. Il-hajt ta’ Balzunetta. Hekk kienet
tinfired il-Furjana tan-naha t’isfel mill-Furjana tan-naha
ta’ fuq, Balzunetta. Kien hemm, madankollu, certu bilan¢
bejniethom. Iz-zewg fethiet kbar tal-Furjana - Fuq il-Fosos
u x-Xaghra - kienu mqassmin wahda f’ta’ isfel u l-ohra f’ta’
fuq. U, bejniethom, il-hajt 1i kien jifred gemgha ta’ ftit eluf.
Meta I-hajt twaqqa’, jidhirli fil-hamsinijiet, saret haga tassew
tajba u n-nies ta’ Balzunetta ma baqghux ihossu ruhhom
bhallikieku maqtughin ghalihom wehidhom. Il-Mall, aktar
minn qatt qabel, sar il-gnien ta’ kulhadd. Ftit snin wara,
jidhirli wkoll fis-sena ta¢-centinarju ta’ San Pawl, f1-1960,
il-purcissjoni tal-festa bdiet titla’ Balzunetta wkoll.

Kienet rebha kbira ghalina li konna noqoghdu
hemm. Ghadd ta’ rgiel ta’ hila, dilettanti tal-festa, dahlu
ghax-xoghol b’ruhhom u b’gisimhom biex ihejju l-armar.
Niftakar li kont impressjonat u fraht hafna meta smajt
I-ewwel musketterija tinharaq minn fuq xi wiehed mill-bjut
fi Triq il-Konservatorju, biswit l-istatwa tal-Madonna ta’
Lourdes. Issa, ahna wkoll bdejna nhossu ruhna “tal-festa”.
Anki ahna, li konna fix-xifer, f’"Misrah San Kalc¢idonju, fejn,
madankollu, il-purcissjoni xorta wahda ma setghetx tghaddi.
Mur ikkuntenta lil kulhadd!

Il-hajt waqa’ u, mieghu, waqa’ simbolu ikreh ta’
differenzi zejda. Imma Balzunetta kellha I-glorji taghha
wkoll. Hemm kien hemm l-uffi¢ini tas-Servizzi Inglizi i,
ghal missieri u ghalina, kienu jfissru I-hobzna ta’ kuljum
u, hekk ukoll, ghal bosta Maltin li kienu jigu kuljum ghax-
xoghol minn Malta kollha. Maz-zmien, l-istess spazju ttiched
mill-Gvern Malti u llum ghandu hemm ghadd ta’ ministeri u

uffic¢ji. Hemm ukoll, kif kien
hemm sa minn tfuliti, id-Dar
Centrali tal-Korp tal-Pulizija.
Sewwa sew minn quddiem id-
dartaghna,konnanaraw hergin
jigru l-karozzi homor tat-tifi
tan-nar, il-fire engines. Xena
ta’ sikwit: jasal messagg, iddoqq qanpiena u tara l-pulizija
minnufih jiehdu posthom b’sens kbir ta’ dmir u johorgu jigru
bil-karozzi, bil-gniepen taghhom idoqqu u jerhulha lejn fejn
ikun sehh xi hruq. Ahna konna nixirfu fit-tieqa tal-gallerija
u naraw kollox u konna nistennew il-karozzi gejjin lura
xi hin wara biex insiru nafu x’gara. Mid-Dar Centrali tal-
Pulizija konna naraw hierga wkoll il-Kavallerija, gemgha ta’
zwiemel sbieh u mdaqgsin, bil-pulizjotti lebsin b’uniformi
specjali rekbin fughom. Il-Kavallerija kienet tohrog biex
tiehu sehem f’xi festa pubblika, civili jew religjuza u kienet
attrazzjoni ewlenija, l-izjed fil-parati tas-suldati li kienu jsiru
fix-Xaghra. Ahna, it-tfal ta’ Balzunetta, kien ikollna kurzita
kbira mmorru naraw iz-zwiemel fl-istalel. Jien wiehed mill-
hafna li baqghu bix-xewqa. )

Quddiem dak li kien maghruf bhala I-Isptar Centrali,
kien hemm is-Seminarju Minuri u Magguri li, imbaghad, sar
il-Kurja. Is-Seminarju Minuri kien igib lejn il-Furjana mijiet
kbar ta’ studenti subien minn Malta kollha. Kien wiehed
mill-ahjar skejjel sekondarji u hekk ghadu llum li jinsab
f’Tal-Virtu, ir-Rabat. Fi tfuliti, kien skola mixhuta l-izjed fuq
il-lingwi li, fosthom, kien hemm il-Grieg u l-Latin u, hemm,
fost 1-ohrajn, kelli x-xorti nitghallem dawn iz-zewg ilsna ghal
snin twal biex stajt inkompli nistudjahom ukoll tul I-ewwel
sentejn tal-kors universitarju. Ahna I-istudenti konna nimlew
Balzunetta u naghtuha I-lewn ta’ blu skur, il-lewn tal-glekk
tal-uniformi li fuqu kellna l-arma ta’ San Pawl, bis-sejf u
bix-xabla.
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Ranesh

Novella ta’ Lina Brockdorff

Doreen u Alex kien ilhom
tliet snin mizzewgin u, aktar
ma xtaqu jkollhom it-tfal
mill-ewwel, aktar ma kienx
hemm ebda sinjal. Darba
minnhom, bdew jithajru
jaddottaw tarbija u, billi
kienu fi grupp tal-Missjoni
li jigbor il-flus ghal Madre
Tereza, iddecidew i,
jekk jaslu biex jaddottaw,
jaghzlu tifel jew tifla mill-
Indja. Bdew il-process, li
kien twil mhux hazin, u
kwazi gatghu gqalbhom ghax kienu jghaddu xhur shah
bla ma jaraw ebda progress. Ma kinux jimmaginaw li
l-istorja ser tiehu dagshekk fit-tul. Mill-banda 1-ohra,
ma setghu jaghmlu xejn biex jghagglu 1-process.

Tistghu timmaginaw kemm skantaw meta sabu li
Doreen kienet ged tistenna tarbija. Ghalkemm xorta
baqghu tal-fehma li jaddottaw, issa mohhhom kien biss
fuq it-tarbija taghhom li, fl-ahhar, waslet. Kienet tifla
li semmew Celine. Kienu mitlufin fugha u ftit li xejn
baqghu jsemmu t-tarbija li xtaqu jaddottaw. Hasbu
li dik l-applikazzjoni li kienu ghamlu kienet spiccat
ghalkollox. Imma ma kienx hekk ghax, meta Celine
kellha erba’ snin, ircevew l-ahbar 1i setghu jaddottaw
tifel mill-Indja. Waqt 1i Celine baqghet man-nanna,
huma marru ghaliha u, wara ftit tal-jiem, gew lura
b’tifel ta’ xahar jismu Ranesh.

Tarbija zghira tehtieg attenzjoni kbira I-hin kollu u
dan xejn m’ghogob lil Celine. Hassitha mwarrba u,
minhabba f’hekk, lil Ranesh bdiet tarah zejjed. Ghall-
ewwel, dan bdiet turih bil-biki ghalxejn, billi tirrifjuta
l-ikel, ma tobdix u ssabbat riglejha mal-art. Aktarx li
mmaginat li, b’dawn il-mutetti, kienet ser tkecci lil
Ranesh mid-dar. Meta rat li ma rnexxilhiex, bdiet tattika
ohra. Erhilha tmur toqros lic-ckejken meta jkun rieqed
u dak, miskin, f’salt jinfexx iwerzaq. Naturalment, xi
daqqa fuq idejha kienet taqla’ u dan aktar harraxha
kontra z-zghir.

Meta bdiet tikber, il-genituri ppruvaw ifhemuha bil-
hlewwa li Ranesh huwa huha u li, ghalhekk, ghandha
thobbu. Imma hi kienet twiegeb: “Dak mhux veru hija!
Intom tghiduli 1i I-Bambin lili baghatni mill-Genna
filwaqt li, ghal dak, mortu 1-Indja, mhux il-Genna!
Ghalhekk mhux abjad bhali dak!” Qatt ma kienet
tghajjatlu b’ismu imma kienet tirreferi ghalih bhala dak.

Iz-zmien baqa’ ghaddej, it-tfal kibru u bdew imorru
l-istess skola. Celine qatt ma bidlet l-attitudni taghha
lejn Ranesh waqt li hu kien tant gentili ma’ kulhadd,
specjalment maghha. Kieku qatt ghadda xi kumment
dwar ir-relazzjoni stramba li kien hemm bejnu u bejn
ohtu; kien jaccettaha bhala haga normali.

Celine ma tantx kienet akkanita ghall-iskola. Tat,
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darba, l-ezami tal-Livell
Ordinarju  1i  minnu
ghaddiet minn hames
suggetti u xejn iktar; sabet
impjieg u dagshekk aktar
skola. Ghall-kuntrarju, it-
tifel kellu mohhu tajjeb u
jistudja ma kien jiddejjaq
qatt. Rari kien johrog jew
imur xi festin ghax hbieb
wisq ma kellux u ohtu
qatt ma thajret tohorgu
maghha; ma tarax! Ma
shabha, dejjem innegat li
hu huha u kienet tghid li 1-genituri taghha kienu gabruh
minn fuq mizbla, fl-Indja.

Din l-attitudni ta’ Celine tghidx kemm kienet
tinkwetahom lil Doreen u lil Alex. Kienu joqoghdu
b’seba’ ghajnejn kif igibu ruhhom ma’ wliedhom biex
ma juru ebda preferenzi; anki kif ikellmuhom. Imma,
wagqt l-ikel, kienu jaghtu d-dritta lil Celine kemm ghax
kienet il-kbira kif ukoll bhala sinjorina. Celine kienet
tippretendi dik id-dritta fuq it-tifel u mhux l-ewwel
darba li ssuggeriet x’kellha ssajjar ommha ghall-ghada.
Ranesh kien jiekol kollox u ma kellux hmerijiet.

Ranesh thajjar jibda 1-Universita imma ma setax
jiddeciedi liema kors jagbad. Ghamel jiem imhasseb
imma kliem mal-genituri mill-inqas. F’xi wagqtiet,
bdew anki jissuspettaw li forsi kien ged jithajjar imur
lura I-Indja biex ifittex xi nies tal-familja tieghu. Imma
ma kienx hekk; kienet storja differenti ghax kien ged
jikkonsidra bis-serjeta jekk kellux vokazzjoni jsir
sacerdot. Mar ikellem lir-Rettur tas-Seminarju u, wara
hafna laqghat, Ranesh serrah mohhu li kien ezattament
dak li xtaq jaghmel minkejja li dan kien ser jitlob minnu
snin twal ta’ studju flimkien mal-firda mill-familja biex
Jjghix is-Seminarju.

Tistghu timmaginaw kif iccassat Celine meta semghet
din l-ahbar. “Minn dejjem kien stramb dak! Ma
nistenniex ahjar minnu! Issa l-mama u I-papa iktar ser
ikollhom biex jiffanfraw bih!”

Alex u Doreen hassew il-vojt tieghu mid-dar billi hu rari
kien jiccagqlaqg minn hemm gew. Ma nistghux nghidu
l-istess ghal ohtu; bilfors, ghax dik rari kont issibha
d-dar. Jekk mhux ix-xoghol, ghid li ser tkun barra mal-
hbieb, mohhha biss fix-xalar. Kienet ilha tghid li gqed
tfaddal il-flus biex, xi darba, tixtri karozza jew mutur.
Missierha u ommha nhasdu malli semghu il-kelma
mutur! Bdew jaraw kif jipperswaduha biex tinsih
imma hi wiegbet li dak orhos minn karozza. Sahansitra,
offrew li jghinuha biex zgur iserrhu mohhhom li ma
tixtrix mutur u, fl-ahhar, irnexxilhom.

Ittamaw li, b’hekk, ser isolvu l-problemi tal-hrug ta’
Celine imma, b’xorti hazina, il-kaz ma kienx hekk ghax
iktar bdiet tittardja biex tidhol id-dar. Ghall-ewwel, il-
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genituri kienu jibqghu mqajmin jistennewha imma, fid-
dinja, ghalkollox hemm limitu ghax li toqghod tistenna
kuljum sas-saghtejn ta’ filghodu kien impossibbli,
barra li, bl-inkwiet, il-pressjoni bdiet tiela’ wkoll.
Ghaldagstant, iddecidew li jaghlqu ghajn wahda u
jaghmlu tabirruhhom li ma jafux xhin dahlet.

Ranesh kien ilu tliet snin li sar sacerdot. Kien jaghti
s-servizzi tieghu f’parrocca ta’ rahal qrib imma,
filghaxija, jorqod id-dar t’ommu. Kien il-konsolazzjoni
taghhom u kien hu li pperswadihom jidhlu jorqdu u ma
joqoghdux jistennew lil Celine kull filghaxija.

Lejla minnhom, semghu il-qanpiena tal-bieb ta’ barra.
Ranesh ma hallihomx jinzlu jifthu huma. Mar hu u, ma’
wiccu, jilmah zewg pulizija li, fi ftit kliem, qalulu li
Celine kienet involuta f’habta u li kienet tinsab hazin
l-isptar. Alex, Doreen u Ranesh telqu lejn Mater Dei
dak il-hin stess imma tista’ tghid li marru ghalxejn ghax

b’ebda mod ma hallewhom jidhlu hdejha ghax kienet
madura sew u mhix konxja.

Ghaddiet gimgha li fiha kemm il-genituri u kemm
Ranesh baqghu ma ccaqalqux minn fuq bank qrib il-
kamra fejn kien hemm Celine. Rari kienu jhalluhom
jittawlulha ghal ftit minuti; baqghet m’ghamlitx
progress. Darba minnhom, ners sejhet malajr lil Ranesh
ghax kienet taf li hu sacerdot. Taghtu overall u beritta
bajda u dahhlitu hdejn ohtu.

B’ghageb kbir ta’ kulhadd, Celine bexxget kemxejn
ghajnejha, bdiet tirrealizza fejn kienet u hasset par
idejn shan fuq idejha. Refghet ghajnejha u lemhet dak
il-wic¢ familjari imma damet ftit biex ftakret ta’ min
kien. Iva, dak kien huha Ranesh! Ranesh 1i kien gqed
jitbissmilha. Minn dak il-hin, bdiet taqleb ghall-ahjar
u, minn dakinhar, f’qalbha nibtet imhabba kbira lejn
huha, Ranesh.

The unexpected

A short story by Liz Bajada

Geoffrey Simms was an only child. He was a quiet boy
who did his best at school and was popular with most
of his classmates. His father’s advice was always this:
“Geoff, you don’t behave to others in a gentlemanly
manner because they are gentlemen but because you
are one!” By and by, Geoff started attending university,
obtained a degree in business studies and decided to join
his father’s flourishing business in the digital field. This
technology was still in its infancy when Albert Simms
started the business. He had realised that technology was
the world of the future. While Geoff was studying for
his degree, he met Janet, a student attending a teaching
course. On Graduation day, Geoff and Janet decided
to tell their parents that they were in love and that they
wished to spend the rest of their lives together. It was at
this point that Geoff’s father started thinking of retiring.

Some five years had passed when Geoff and Janet, now
expecting their first child, were able to move into a small,
quaint house close to Geoff’s mother and father. James,
their first-born son, brought great joy to both his parents
and his grandparents. Two more years down the line saw
the arrival of a second child, Alice. Geoff felt that his life
was now complete. What with such a wonderful wife,
two lovely kids, the house of their dreams and a thriving
business; he was on the top of the world. After the birth
of their first-born, Janet had given up her carrier as a
qualified teacher. Geoff looked forward to going home in
the evening where he always got a warm welcome from
his wife and kids. What more could he want?

Suddenly, like a bolt from the blue, the unexpected
happened. It was when the family were celebrating Alice’s
first birthday that Janet started to feel not quite herself.
Initially, she ignored the symptoms but, when the pain
persisted, she decided to tell Geoff and seek professional
help. This initiated a saga of visits to clinics and hospitals.
In the end, Janet was diagnosed with a terminal decease
and the doctors advised Geoff to expect the worst. When
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he heard the
news, Geoff
thought that |
he was living
a nightmare
and that he
would soon
wake up to
find his lovely
wife sleeping
peacefully beside him. But this was not to be. Janet, the
love of his life, was taken away from him in a couple
of months. His whole world seemed to collapse and
crumble around him.

Thank God, Geoff’s parents were still around to support
him and the children. They realised that barely eight
years had passed since their son had walked down the
aisle with his lovely bride. This was an irreparable loss
for him. He was alone and with two kids. They realised
that they would have to pool in and give Geoff as much
help as possible. They hoped and prayed that time will
heal the wound. They had to make him realise that the
kids needed his support more than ever. In order to give
him some time to get over the shock, they suggested that
James and Alice move in with them. By this time, James
was attending school while Alice was still a toddler
needing constant attention.

Late one evening, some three months after Janet’s death,
Geoff was on his way home after a very busy day at
the office. That was how he wanted it in order to fill
the hollow, cold feeling inside him. He did not relish
going back to an empty, cold house. It was dark and he
was tired. Suddenly, his car skidded and only came to a
complete halt when it hit a lamp post. For a brief moment,
he had a sensation of blood streaming down his face
and then total darkness. He did not know how long he
remained unconscious. He briefly came to when he heard
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a voice saying, “Don’t worry. I’ve called an ambulance
and it should be here any moment now.”

When he regained consciousness, he was in hospital.
Life had dealt him an awful blow and he felt tired of
struggling. Everything seemed dark and bleak. In the
morning, a doctor called by his bedside to see how he
was doing. Fortunately, he had escaped with very little
damage. All that he needed was to be treated for shock
and a few minor bruises although his face will still carry
a number of superficial scars. When he was told that his
car was a total loss, he understood how bad the crash
had actually been. He thought about his two children
and about his parents and realised how lucky he was to
be alive and without any serious injuries.

Prior to leaving hospital, he enquired about the person
who had called for help as he felt that he should thank
this person. A couple of days later, he phoned the number
he had been given and left a message on the answering
machine. No return call was received. Odd, but then there
was nothing more that he could do.

Time waits for no one. James and Alice grew to be a
delight for Geoff and the grandparents. Both children
were bright and alert. James finished Grammar school
and was starting college. Shortly before the beginning
of the scholastic year, the headmaster organised an
open day so that the parents would meet their children’s
teachers. James, who had previously made the necessary
enquiries in order to avoid waiting in long queues, guided
his father straight to his class teacher, Ms Alison Shaw.
“Mr Simms,” said Ms Shaw after a brief introduction,
“I have seen James’s Grammar School results and I am
pleased to say that he promises to be a high-flyer. Does
he get any help from home?”

Geoff confessed that, for some years, his son had been
working on his own and that he normally arrives home
very late from work. However, after fate dealt him a
blow when he was least expecting it, he decided to
change his way of living. Without knowing why, Geoff
found himself relating his life story to a totally unknown
stranger and ended by saying: “I regret that I never got

to know the person who called for help and saved my
life. I admit that, for a time, I buried myself in my grief
and I could not surface. It was only when I realised how
close to death I had been that I started appreciating my
children and my parents who had supported me for so
long without complaining. Sometimes I really wonder
whether it had been my wife who had sent me an angel
to guide me back to living a full life with my family!”

“Funny,” replied Ms Shaw, “do you know that I also
wonder whether your wife is still intervening? You see,
on that particular evening of your accident, I was driving
to my boyfriend’s place when I saw your car swerve and
crash into that lamp post. I realised that you might need
assistance and, so, I called for help and waited until the
ambulance and the police arrived. Being the only eye-
witness, I was asked to follow the party to file a report.
Eventually, when I called at my boyfriend’s place, he
wasn’t there. The next day, I found out that he had gone
to the movies with my best friend and, after that, he
never called me again. It took me some time to get over
the thought that he was not my ‘Mr Right’ after all. I
did find your message on my answering machine but, to
tell you the truth, I was still very angry for the way my
ex-boyfriend had treated me that I did not bother getting
back to you. Very uncivil of me, isn’t it?”

Geoff was so pleased to have found the person who had
been instrumental in giving him another chance in life to
appreciate what he had. He made sure to ask Ms Shaw
out insisting that he owed her quite a lot for what she had
done for him. After that first meeting, and little by little,
Geoff and Alison became more than just regular friends
until the day came when he proposed to her. It was a very
happy day for all the family when Alison became one of
them. Geoff knew that he would never forget his beloved
Janet but he was also certain that she would agree that it
was very important for him to grab this second chance
and move on. He realised that, what he had considered
to be the unexpected, was just a way of coming to terms
with the turn his life had taken. Moreover, he also saw
that, the experiences he had recently gone through, made
him a stronger person who is better able to cope with
life’s never ending struggles.

Painter’s Palette

Maria Cordina

The sky is pale and rather dark

with thick grey clouds that love to cuddle.
They seem so plump and really full

ready to cry and fill the puddle.

And I can feel a sweet cool breeze

which gives me strength to hurry home.
I’m almost there, yes, pretty soon.

Oh! It’s drizzling, now it’s pouring;
Caressing my face, my arms, my hair,

as if to remind me that hot sunny days are over
and that autumn is now here to stay.
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Pitturi famuzi

Kitba ta’ Vincent Piccinino

John Constable 1776 — 1837, pittur Ingliz ichor tal-era Romantika, twieled f’Suffolk,
I-Ingilterra, fil-11 ta” Gunju tal-1776. Missieru kien negozjant ghani tal-qamh u, minbarra
midhna, kellu wkoll vapur zghir li bih kien jittrasporta 1-qamh lejn Londra. Kieku ried,
John seta’ wiret in-negozju ta’ missieru u l-futur tieghu kien ikun assigurat. Imma hu
kien determinat minn ckunitu li ried isir pittur professjonali u, ghaldagstant, iktar tard,
in-negozju ta’ missieru spicca biex wirtu huh izghar minnu.

FI-1816, ta’ erbghin sena, John Constable
zzewweg lil Maria Bicknell fil-knisja ta’ St
Martin-in-the-Fields; knisja ckejkna b’kampnar wiehed fin-nofs li
hemm fit-tarf tal-iStrand ta’ Londra, quddiem Charing Cross Train
Station, qabel tidhol ghal Trafalgar Square.

[l-pittur John Constable, 1-aktar li baga’ maghruf ghalih huwa I-mod
kif irnexxielu jirrivoluzzjona l-pittura tal-pajsagg. Meta kien zaghzugh,
Constable kien ihobb johrog idur fil-kampanja u hemm joqghod
jiddisinja dak kollu li kien josserva. F’ittra lil siehbu, Constable darba
kiteb hekk: “L-arti tieghi insibha taht il-haxix u fl-isqaqien u, ghalhekk,
hadd ma jaraha vale la pena jigborha!” Infatti, il-pajsagg sar, tista’
tghid, is-suggett ewlieni ta’ hafna mix-xoghlijiet artistici tieghu. Anzi, Flatford Mill, 1816, Tate Gallery,
Constable nnifsu kien isostni li kienu x-xeni sbieh tal-kampanja Ingliza Londra

li lilu ghamluh

pittur.

Constable ma kienx jagbel mal-kultura artistika li kienet
] tinkoraggixxi lill-artisti juzaw l-immaginazzjoni biex ipingu
I-kwadri taghhom imma kien jemmen li s-suggetti tal-arti
ghandhom ikunu ispirati direttament minn natura stess.
Infatti, ma’ siehbu, darba stqarr li, meta jpoggi bilgieghda
biex jiskec¢ja minn natura, l-ewwel haga li jipprova jaghmel
hija dik 1i jinsa li qatt ra stampa!”

: : Matul hajtu kollha, Constable kulma biegh f’pajjizu kienu

Wivenhoe Park, 1816, National Gallery of Art,  ghoxrin kwadru filwaqt i, fi Franza, irexxielu jbigh anki

Washington aktar minn daqshekk fi ftit tas-snin biss. Il-popolarita

internazzjonali

tieghu wasslet biex ikun mistieden jivvjagga barra minn pajjizu biex

Jippromwovi x-xoghol tieghu fuq skala internazzjonali imma hu dejjem

irrifjuta kull stedina bhal din ghax kien jghid 1i ahjar fqir 1-Ingilterra
milli sinjur xi mkien iehor.

Il-pajsaggi famuzi tal-kampanja Ingliza 1li pitter Constable baqghu
popolari ferm, sahansitra, sal-lum stess. Saru bosta riproduzzjonijiet
taghhom u dawn issibhom imdendlin mal-hitan ta’ hafna djar; anki
hawn Malta.

Fis-sena 2019, instabu zewg kwadri ta” Constable li kienu ilhom zmien .
merfughin u minsijin go armarju qadim kollu trab. Dawn inbieghu
b’irkant u gabu prezz ta’ £60,000 u ta’ £32,000 rispettivament.

Bhal siehbu Joseph Turner, Constable ukoll kien ta’ ispirazzjoni kbira
ghall-Pitturi Impressjonisti li gew iktar tard, lejn tmiem is-seklu dsatax.
John Constable miet Londra fil-31 ta’ Marzu tal-1837, fl-eta ta’ sittin
sena, u jinsab midfun f’cimiterju gewwa Hampstead, f’Londra stess.

Dedham Vale, 1502,
Victoria & Albert Museum, Londra



