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AWGURI

I1-President u 1-Membri tal-Kunsill Nazzjonali tal-Anzjani jifirhu

u jawguraw aktar success fil-hidma lill-Onorevoli, Dr. Jo Etienne
Abela, MD, MPhil, MRCS, FRCS, FEBS, MP, ghall-hatra I-gdida
tieghu bhala Ministru Ghas-Sahha u Anzjanita Attiva.

F’din 1-okkazjoni naghtu inpenn ta’ kooperazzjoni shiha favur
l-anzjani

MERHBA

[I-President u 1-Membri tal-Kunsill Nazzjonali tal-Anzjani jifirhu u
jawguraw lill-Onorevoli, Dr. Malcolm Paul Agius Galea, MD, MP,
ghall-kariga gdida tieghu bhala Segretarju Parlamentari ghall-Anzjanita
Attiva.

Malcolm Paul Agius Galea twieled fit-12 t’Awissu 1982, iben Paul u
Theresa. Huwa attenda l-iskola primarja tan-Naxxar u aktar tard il-Kullegg
San Alwigi, fejn qatta’ s-sekondarja u Sixth Form.

Huwa studja I-medicina u l-kirurgija gewwa l-Universita ta’ Malta bejn
1s-sena 2000 u 2005. Hadem St Luke’s u Karen Grech Hospitals, kif ukoll
Mater Dei, fejn kien parti mit-team ta’ I-Emergenza fiz-zmien li fih saret il-mixja minn sptar ghall-iehor
fis-sena 2007.

Huwa specjalizza bhala tabib tal-familja, u f1-2010, kiseb ukoll Masters in Family Medicine. Bhala tabib tal-
familja huwa hadem fi¢-¢entru tas-sahha ta’ Rahal Gdid ghal diversi snin, u mis-sena 2012, kompla jahdem
fis-settur privat, primarjament gewwa Haz-Zebbug u I-madwar.

Malcolm ikkontesta l-elezzjonijiet tal-Kunsilli Lokali gewwa Haz-Zebbug -2019, fejn gie elett sindku.
Ikkontesta ghall-ewwel darba 1-elezzjoni generali tal-2022, fuq is-6 u s-7 distrett. Wara li gie elett, inhatar
Chairman tal-Kumitat Parlamentari tas-Sahha.

F1-2024, huwa nhatar Segretarju Parlamentari tal-Anzjanita Attiva fi hdan il-Ministeru tas-Sahha.

F’din l-okkazjoni ta’ ferh, bhala Kunsill Nazzjonali tal-Anzjani nofru il-kooperazzjoni shiha taghna
u nharsu l-quddiem ghall-aktar hidma favur l-anzjani.

Laqgha ta’ Merhba u tkomplija ta’ Hidma
mall-Onorevoli Dr. Malcolm Paul Agius Galea, MD, MP,
Segretarju Parlamentari ghall-Anzjanita Attiva.

L-Erbgha, 21 ta’ Frar 2024, il-Kunsill Nazzjonali tal-Anzjani
kellu 1-unur li jkollu l-ewwel Laggha mall-Onor. Dr. Malcolm
Paul Agius Galea, MD, MP, Segretarju Parlamentari ghall-
Anzjanita Attiva. Kienet laggha kordjali hafna fejn 1-Agenda
kienet vasta. Irnexilna li nolqtu hafna mill punti li gew diskussi
waqt il-laqgha u li issa rridu nahdmu id f’id flimkien biex jigu
mwettqa I-quddiem. U dan kollu dejjem ghal gid tal-Anzjani.
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EDITORJAL
Hbieb Anzjani, Insellmilkom

Jikteb Vincent Piccinino - Editur

Ajruplan tal-passiggieri, Airbus A380, b’iktar minn
hames mitt passiggier fuqu, kien ged jagsam 1-Atlanti-
ku, fi trieqtu minn Londra ghal New York. Kien ged itir
b’velocita konsistenti ta’ tmien mitt kilometru fis-siegha,
f’gholi ta’ tletin elf pied meta, f’daqqa wahda, magenbu,
jitfacca Eurofighter li kapaci jigri darbtejn iktar mill-ve-
locita tal-hoss, jigifieri, iktar minn elfejn kilometru fis-

siegha.

[l-pilota tal-Eurofighter, 1i kien ghadu zaghzugh, naqqas mill-velocita
li kien miexi biha, beda jtir magenb 1-Airbus u, fuq ir-radju, nibex lill-kaptan
anzjan tal-Airbus billi qallu: “X’monotonija ssuq Airbus, hux? Ara jien x’ser
naghmel!” Kif qal hekk, qaleb il-jer ta’ taht fuq, zied il-velocita, qabez dik li
biha jigri 1-hoss, ghola ’l fuq f’daqqa sa ma bilkemm baqa’ jidher imbaghad
nizel jigri forma ta’ cirku kwazi sal-livell tal-bahar, rega’ gie magenb il-kaptan
tal-Airbus u stagsieh: “X’jidhirlek, eh?”

Il-kaptan qallu: “Impressjonanti kieku imma issa ara x’ser naghmel
jien!”

Iz-zghazugh beda jipprova jara x’ser jaghmel 1-Airbus imma ma gara
xejn. Baqa’ jtir dritt bl-istess velocitd u fl-istess gholi. Wara xi kwarta, il-kap-
tan tal-Airbus qallu: “Issa x’jidhirlek minn din?”

Imhawwad, iz-zaghzugh qallu: “Ma nafx! Int x’ghamilt?”

Il-kaptan dahaq u wiegbu: “Jien qomt, mattart saqajja, ghax jaghmil-
li tajjeb ghac-cirkulazzjoni, imxejt sat-tarf l-iehor tal-ajruplan, tkellimt mal-
passiggieri, uzajt il-washroom, gejt lura, waqaft nitkellem mal-hostesses u
l-istewards, hadt kafe u donut tac-cikkulata u, sadattant, l-ajruplan baqa’ jtir
wahdu xorta wahda.”

Meta tkun ghadek zghir u mohh ir-rih, 1-ghaggla, in-nuqqas ta’ pacenz-
ja u l-adrenalina zejda huma l-ordni tal-gurnata. Imma, iktar ma tikber u ssir
iktar gharef, tirrealizza li 1-kumdita, il-kwiet u s-serhan tal-mohh huma iktar
importanti fil-hajja. Bl-Ingliz, din isibuha bhala, S.0.S. jigifieri, Slower, Older,
Smarter. Dan il-parir qed nghaddih lil shabi l-anzjani kollha. Issa z-zmien li
nnaqgqsu ftit mill-pass mghaggel li konna mdorrijin bih qabel u ngawdu dak 1i
baga’ mill-vjagg.

Fuq l-istess tema, ajruplan tal-passiggieri kien ged itir f’gholi ta’ mad-
war hamsa u erbghin elf pied. F’daqqa wahda, zviluppatlu hsara u I-magni
bdew jintfew wahda wara l-ohra. Il-kaptan fetah il-hatchdoors kollha, kellem
lill-passiggieri, spjegalhom x’qed jigri u qalilhom biex jagbdu parachute kull
wiehed, jilbsuh u jagbzu ghal isfel. Meta kwazi kien qabez kulhadd, kien ghad
baga’ biss il-kaptan, zaghzugh mohh ir-rih u tifel tal-iskola. Imma parachutes
kien ghad fadal tnejn biss. Iz-zaghzugh gie jaga’ jqum minn kollox u minn
kulhadd, hataf wiehed, libsu u qabez ghal isfel.

Meta ra hekk, il-kaptan dar fuq it-tifel u qallu: “Ha nghidlek x’naghm-
lu ibni! Jien ghandi disgha u hamsin sena u, tista’ tghid, hajti ghexta diga. Int
ghadek zghir u ghad ghandek hajtek kollha quddiemek. Hudu int il-parachute
li fadal. Jien ser nibqa’ fuq l-ajruplan u nipprova nnizzlu mill-ahjar li nista’.”

U t-tifel gallu: “Nirringrazzjak imma m’hemmx ghalfejn! Nistghu
nsalvaw it-tnejn ghax, bit-tferfix u l-egoizmu tieghu, dak il-guvni qabez ghal
isfel bil-haversack tieghi, tal-iskola!”

Is-sahha u s-sliem lil kulhadd.



Kif Jissarrfu 1-Bolol li Hallasna

Miktuba minn Emanuel Deguara

Wara li kelli x-xorti li nikteb I-ewwel artikolu tieghi fil-harga ta’ qabel, ninsab onorat
li ged nerga nikkomunika maghkom permezz ta’ dan il-magazin taghna I-Anzjani.

Fl-ewwel artikolu tkellimna ingenerali dwar hsibijiet fuq l-anzjani u pensjonanti.
[llum ser immorru ftit fit-teknika dwar kif tinhadem ghall-ewwel darba il-pensjoni
taghna meta nghalqu l-eta.

Niffukaw, ghalissa, dwar kif jintuzaw il-bolol (kontribuzzjonijiet tas-sigurta socjali)
li nkunu hallasna matul hajjitna u ser naghmel dan bl-izjed mod semplici biex jithem
kulhadd. Fartikoli sussegwenti nkomli nispjega parti ohra tal-process ta’ kif tohrog
ir-rata tal-pensjoni taghna.

Nibdew l-ewwel billi nwiegbu mistogsijiet ‘statutorji’ biex ikun assigurat li skont
il-ligi 1-applikant huwa eligibbli biex jitlob il-pensjoni kontributorja, u huwa
importanti li r-risposti ghad-domandi jkunu kollha fl-affermattiv(iva). Dawn huma
id-domandi Statutorji:

o) Il-persuna hallset mill-angas 156 bolla (3 snin bolol)?
[l-persuna lahget 1-eta tal-pensjoni skont il-ligi?
[l-persuna rtirat minn xoghol bi gliegh?
Il-persuna kienet impjegata ghal minn tal-anqas 10 snin?

o O O O

Il-persuna qged tirtira wara 1-21 ta’ Jannar 19797
o Il-persuna hallset bolol wara il-21 ta’ Jannar 19797

Jekk ir-risposti ghal dawn id-domandi ikunu kollha fl-affermattiv, nibdew biex naghmlu 1-kalkolu tal-bolol li
permezz tieghu wiehed jiddetermina jekk il-pensjonant jikkwalifikax ghal-zewg terzi tad-dhul pensjonabbli jew
ghall-proporzjon ta’ zewg terzi jekk kemm-il darba jkollu xi bolol mhux imhallsa.

I1-kalkolu jikkonsisti billi jsiru zewg ‘averages’ u ‘average’ taz-zewg ‘averages’ li jirrizulta fl-‘average’ finali.
Biex wiehed ikun intitolat ghal pensjoni ta’ zewg terzi shiha 1-‘average’ irid ikun il-fuq minn 50.

l-ewwel jittiehdu I-bolol kollha tal-ahhar ghaxar(10) snin shah ta’ qabel id-data tal-pensjoni u jiddiviedu ruhhom
b’ghaxra. Mela, jekk ezempju, persuna ser tkun qged tirtira fi Frar 2023, jittichdu 1-bolol mill- ewwel ta’ Jannar
2013 sal-31 ta’ Dicembru 2022 (ghaxar snin shah biss, u ma jittehdux il-bolol tas-sena 2023). Jekk nassumu li
l-pensjonant ikun dejjem hallas il-bolol dovuti r-rizultat ser ikun 522/10 = 52.2.

It-tieni ‘average’ isir billi jittiehdu I-bolol tal-ahjar 25 sena (is-snin fejn 1-izjed li tkun thallset bolla), mill-eta’ ta’
tmintax/dsatax-il sena sa qabel 1-ahhar ghaxar snin (sas-sena 2012 fl-ezempju li geghdin nuzaw). Jekk inkomplu
bl-ezempju ta’ pensjonant li dejjem hadem, minn mindu kellu tmintax il-sena, l-ahjar hamsa u ghoxrin sena bolol
ikunu 1305 li meta tiddividihom b’hamsa u ghoxrin jigu 52.2.

Mela: 1-‘average’ taz-zewgt ‘averages’ jigi (52.2 + 52.2)/2 = 52.2. La darba r-rizultat huwa ta’ izjed minn 50
il-pensjonant ikun intitolat ghal pensjoni ta’ zewg terzi shiha, li jfisser 2/3(0.66666) immultiplikat bid-dhul
pensjonabbli. Jekk kemm-il darba l-pensjonant, ghal xi raguni jew ohra, ma jirrizultax li I-‘average’ tieghu jkun
ta’ izjed minn 50, ikun intitolat ghal pensjoni ta’ zewg terzi ridotta, ez.: jekk 1-‘average’ tieghu jigi 48, huwa jkun
intitolat ghal 48/50 ta’ zewg terzi mmultiplikat bid-dhul pensjonabbli tieghu: (48/50) x (2/3) = 0.64. L-inqas rata
li tista’ tirrizulta hija dik ta’ 15, 1i tigi: (15/50) x 2/3 = 0.2. Jekk 1-‘average’ taz-zewg ‘averages’ ikun inqas minn
15 l-applikant ma jkunx intitolat ghal pensjoni kontributorja.

Naf li ghandkom hafna domandi li tixtiequ tistagsu u ser inwiegeb ghal wahda mid-domandi 1-izjed komuni. Jekk
persuna tkun hadmet u hallset 6 snin bolol u waqfet tahdem, u ma hadmitx izjed ghaliex kellha zewgt itfal, la darba
ser tiechu 4 snin krediti talli rabbiet zewgt itfal u allura b’kollox jigu 10 snin bolol u krediti, ma tkunx intitolata
ghal pensjoni? Ir-risposta hija fin-negattiv, ghaliex hija ma tkunx ghaddiet mit-test tal-mistogsijiet statutorji meta
giet mistogsija jekk hadmitx u hallset bolol ghal 10 snin.

[lum spjegajt kif tinhadem pensjoni ghal dawk li twieldu sas-sena 1961, il-quddiem nitkellmu dwar kif tinhadem
il-pensjoni ta’ dawk 1i twieldu mis-sena 1962 u wara. Imma gabelxejn fil-harga li jmiss, jekk Alla jrid, nitkellmu
kif jinhadem id-dhul pensjonabbli ta’ dawk li twieldu sas-sena 1961.
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I1-mizuri fil-pensjoni' ghal dawk li twieldu qabel 1-1962
01/02/2024 | Ahbar Ricenti

L-ewwel mizura — din hija li minn din is-sena ’llquddiem huwa garantit li KULL pensjonant twieled meta twieled
se jkun ged jizdied l-istess meta tinghata z-zieda generali fil-'udget. B’hekk tnehhiet anomalija 1i kienet se tibda
tolqot lill-pensjonanti minn dis-sena ‘1 quddiem. Ma setghetx tolqot qabel ghax dawk li twieldu fl-1962 jew wara
kienu ghadhom mhux bil-pensjoni.

It-tieni mizura — din tikkoncerna d-Dhul Pensjonabbli Massimu ta’ dawk li twieldu qabel 1-1962. Dan kull sena
se jibda jizdied sakemm jigi dags ta’ dawk li twieldu fl-1962 jew wara. F1-2024 id-Dhul Pensjonabbli Massimu
ta’ dawk li twieldu gabel 1-1962 se jkun ta’ €22,000.

Dan ifisser li f1-2024, jista’ jkun li jkun hemm zieda addizzjonali sa massimu ta’ €9.47 fil-gimgha pero dan
jiddependi fuq I-ammont tad-Dhul Pensjonabbli tal-pensjonant.

Id-Dhul Pensjonabbli huwa il-medja tas-salarji li fughom tinhadem il-pensjoni.

Jekk id-Dhul Pensjonabbli (ibbazat fuq is-salarji li wiehed kellu) kien oghla minn €20,424 fis-sena kif aggustat
f1-2023, tista’ tithallas zieda addizzjonali li ma tagbizx l-ammont imsemmi ta’ €9.47. Dawk li s-salarji taghhom
kien ikun anqas minn €20,424 f1-2023, mhux se jirc¢ievu aktar zidiet ghaliex diga ged jirCievu pensjoni li hija
ibbazata fuq is-salarji shah li kellhom.

Ha naghtu 3 ezempji ssimplifikati biex wiehed jithem ahjar.

1. Ganni kien jahdem ma’ kumpanija bhala Storekeeper u rtira f1-2010 b’salarju ta’ €12,500 fis-sena.
Is-salarji tal-grad li kellu fil-kumpanija baqghu jizdiedu kull sena u b’hekk id-Dhul Pensjonabbli
aggornat tieghu f1-2023 kien ta’ €15,000. Ghalhekk kellu pensjoni ta’ zewg terzi ta’ dawn u kien qed
jiehu €10,000 fis-sena jew €192.30 fil-gimgha. Dan ghalhekk ged jiehu z-zewg terzi shah fil-kaz
tieghu u t-tieni mizura ma tolqtux.

2. Michael kien jahdem ma’ kumpanija bhala u rtira f1-2015 b’salarju ta’ €18,000 fis-sena. Is-salarji tal-
grad li kellu fil-kumpanija baqghu jizdiedu kull sena u b’hekk id-Dhul Pensjonabbli aggornat tieghu
f1-2023 kien ta’ €20,900. Minhabba li dan huwa aktar mid-Dhul Pensjonabbli Massimu ta’ €20,424
f1-2023, huwa ma kienx qged jircievi z-zewg terzi tas-salarji li kieku kellu f-2023 imma zewg terzi
ta’ €20,424 jew €261.85 fil-gimgha. Id-Dhul Pensjonabbli tieghu fl-2024 mistenni jkun ta’ madwar
€21,737 li zewg terzi taghhom jigu €278.68 fil-gimgha. 1zda 1i kieku ma saritx dil-mizura, Michael
minflok kien ikollu pensjoni ta’ €272.58 fil-gimgha. Dan ghalhekk irid jircievi d-differenza ta’ bejn
€278.68 u €272.58 u allura jiehu zieda addizzjonali ta’ €6.10 fil-gimgha. B’hekk huwa jigi qed
Jiehu iz-zewg terzi shah fil-kaz tieghu mill-2024 il quddiem.

3. Richard kien jahdem bhala Assistent Direttur u rtira f1-2020 b’salarju ta’ €35,000. Minhabba li dan
is-salarju, u s-salarji li kellu fis-snin ta’ gabel irtira, kienu oghla mid-Dhul Pensjonabbli Massimu,
huwa ma kienx jirCievi pensjoni ta’ zewg terzi tas-salarji tieghu imma zewg terzi tad-Dhul Pensjonabbli
Massimu li f1-2023 kien ta’ €20,424 jew €261 .85 fil-gimgha, Id-Dhul Pensjonabbli Massimu f1-2024
se jkun ta’ €22,000 li zewg terzi taghhom jigu €282.05 fil-gimgha. [zda li kieku ma saritx dil-mizura,
Michael minflok kien ikollu pensjoni ta’ €272.58 fil-gimgha. Dan ghalhekk irid jircievi d-differenza
ta’ bejn €282.05 u€272.58 u allura jiehu zieda addizzjonali ta’ €9.47 fil-gimgha. B ’hekk huwa xorta
mhux se jkunu ged jiehdu z-zewg terzi shah fil-kaz tieghu mill-2024 il quddiem u ghalhekk ikun
intitolat ghal aktar zidiet addizzjonali kull meta joghla d-Dhul Pensjonabbli Massimu.

Persuni self-employed ukoll jistghu jibbenefikaw jekk id-dhul li kellhom iddikjarat u li fuqu nhadmitilhom il-
pensjoni kien oghla mid-Dhul Pensjonabbli Massimu kif kien meta rtiraw.
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Fid-19 ta’ Marzu
niccelebraw il-Festa
ta’ San Guzepp li ssir
fir-Rabat, Malta. Fil-
festa, meta nisma’
1-Banda I’'Isle Adam,
hsibijieti jaqghu fuq is-
Surmast Anton Muscat
Azzopardi 1i dam snin
twal direttur ta’ din il-
banda li kienet ghal
galbu hafna. Ghal din il-banda, Muscat Azzopardi
halla marci sbieh u anki innijiet li ghadhom f’qalb il-
Guzeppini Rabtin sal-gurnata tal-lum. Insemmi, L-Innu
lil San Guzepp, versi tal-Avukat George Zammit, li
Muscat Azzopardi kkompona fl-1963 ghall-okkazjoni
tal-Inkurunazzjoni ta’ San Guzepp.

Lis-Surmast Muscat Azzopardi dejjem nafu
1-Kazin tal-Banda 1’Isle Adam, ma’ kumpanija zghira
ta’ hbieb, jirrakkonta xi passagg helu li jgib tbissima
jew jitkellem dwar il-muzika. Ikla tajba mal-hbieb ma
kien jitlifha qatt. Kien minn dawk li, kif nghidu, zaqqu
kien ihobbha. Illum, jiddispjacini hafna li, f’dawk
1z-zminijiet, kont ghadni zghir ghax kieku llum kont
nimlieh bil-mistogsijiet, 1-aktar dwar kantanti operistici
Maltin 1i huwa kien jathom fuq ponot subghajh.

Ara kemm kien jafthom sew il-kantanti u
fil-bidu tal-karriera tieghi u kont nintervista lil xi hadd
Malti dwar il-muzika, dejjem kien jistqarr mieghi li
tghallem mas-Surmast Anton Muscat Azzopardi. Iva
kulhadd? Stagsejt darba lili nnifsi. U nghidilkom ukoll
li dan kien jaghmlu kwazi dejjem minghajr hlas ghax
is-Surmast Muscat Azzopardi kien ithobb hafna jghallem
il-muzika. Fil-fatt, ghal snin twal, kien ghalliem tal-
muzika fil-Liceo. Din ta’ ghalliem kienet fih aktar minn
kull haga ohra. Kien jiehu pjacir irawwem talenti godda
fil-muzika.

Is-Surmast Muscat Azzopardi kien jispecjalizza
fil-qasam tal-kant. Hafna kantanti, soprani u tenuri bdew
it-taghlim taghhom mieghu. Bizzejjed wiehed isemmi lit-
tenuri Oreste Chircop u Paul Asciaq kif ukoll lis-soprano
Hilda Mallia Tabone. Dawn kollha kellhom esperjenza
fit-taghlim mas-Surmast Anton Muscat Azzopardi.
Maghhom inzid ukoll il-baxx, Joe Vella Bondin, li baga’
jsemmi li kien jitghallem il-vuci ma’ Muscat Azzopardi
meta dan kien joqghod il-Hamrun. Muscat Azzopardi
kien jaf jizviluppa t-talenti tal-alljevi tieghu.

Anton Muscat Azzopardi kien fih persuna
mdaqqgsa sewwa. Imma, minkejja dan, meta s-Surmast
Carmelo Pace kien jipprezenta xi opra gdida fit-Teatru
Manoel, fis-suggiera kont tara lil Muscat Azzopardi,
maghfus sewwa f’dak l-ispazju limitat, bl-ispartit
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Is-Surmast Anton Muscat Azzopardi

Hajtu kienet biss il-muzika

Kitba ta’ Peter Paul Ciantar

tal-opra quddiemu, jaghti d-direzzjoni lill-kantanti,
kemm versi, kant u entraturi. U meta s-Surmast Joseph
Sammut idderiega l-opra Madama Butterfly ta’ Giacomo
Puccini fit-Teatru Awrora, ir-Rabat, Ghawdex, ghazel
lis-Surmast Anton Muscat Azzopardi biex jghinu mis-
suggiera.

Muscat Azzopardi kien jaghmel dan ix-xoghol
muzikali b’imhabba kbira. Kien guvni u nistghu nghidu
li ghamel hafna snin jghix fi Triq il-Patrijiet, quddiem
il-Kunvent tal-Frangiskani Minuri fir-Rabat. Anton
Muscat Azzopardi kien migbud sew lejn dawn il-Patrijiet
Frangiskani Minuri tant li kien miet fil-kunvent taghhom
stess, f’Ghajnsielem, Ghawdex.

Anton Muscat Azzopardi kien Qormiz. Twieled
fit-23 t” Awwissu, 1903 u miet fil-Kuncizzjoni tal-1979,
fl-eta ta’ sitta u sebghin sena. Ta’ hdax-il sena, studja fl-
Istitut San Guzepp li kien 1-ewwel skola tal-Freres. Dak
iz-zmien, f’dan I-Istitut kien hemm banda mmexxija mis-
Surmast Carmelo Abela Scolaro u, minghand Scolaro,
Anton ha l-ewwel lezzjonijiet muzikali. Wara, kompla
l-istudju muzikali tieghu ghand diversi surmastrijiet.
Iktar tard, Anton Muscat Azzopardi kien ukoll Surmast-
Direttur tal-Banda tal-Istitut San Guzepp.

Bhala surmast tal-baned tal-irhula, I-ewwel banda
li kellu Muscat Azzopardi kienet il-Banda Sant” Andrija
ta’ Hal Luga. Kellu biss disgha u ghoxrin sena meta
nghata din il-kariga u dan kien il-bidu ta’ karriera twila
bhala surmast-direttur ta’ din il-banda. Anton Muscat
Azzopardi kien ukoll direttur tal-Banda Sliema u tal-
Banda Queen’s Own tal-Isla. F1-1939, sar ukoll direttur
tal-Banda Stella Maris ta’ Tas-Sliema u, fl-istess sena,
surmast-direttur tal-Banda 1’Isle Adam tar-Rabat. Baqa’
surmast-direttur ma’ din il-banda, u mal-Banda Sant’
Andrija ta’ Hal Luga sakemm ippermettietlu sahhtu.

F1-1947, Muscat Azzopardi waqqaf il-Banda tal-
Gzira u, tliet snin wara, kien maghzul direttur tal-Banda
San Gorg ta’ Hal Qormi. Kien ukoll surmast tal-banda
ta’ Santa Venera u dderiega hafna baned ohrajn meta
s-surmastrijiet ma kinux jistghu jattendu. Fiz-zmien li
1-Banda King’s Own kienet taht id-direzzjoni tas-Surmast
Gobet, Muscat Azzopardi kien is-sostitut tieghu u kemm-
il darba dderiega din il-banda tal-Belt.

Ghal Anton Muscat Azzopardi, il-muzika kienet
hajtu. Fil-fatt, barra dawn il-baned, hafna drabi mexxa
wkoll orkestri fil-knejjes, fosthom, fil-Knisja Santu
Wistin, il-Belt Valetta, fil-Knisja Sant’ Antnin, Ghawdex
u fil-Knisja Ta’ Giezu, ir-Rabat. Kien ukoll direttur
ta’ hafna korijiet, fosthom, dak tal-Knisja Ta’ Giezu,
ir-Rabat. U nerga’ nghid li, hafna minn dan ix-xoghol,
is-Surmast Anton Muscat Azzopardi kien jaghmlu
minghajr ebda hlas. Anki fl-eqqgel tal-gwerra kompla
ghaddej bil-hidma muzikali tieghu.

L-Anzjani Llum



Meta griet l-ahbar ta’ mewtu, kulhadd hass it-
telfa tieghu. Dan is-surmast kien igawdi rispett minghand
kulhadd u, xhieda ta’ dan, kien il-funeral tieghu li sarlu
kemm fir-Rabat u kemm f’Hal Luqa. Ghadni niftakar
sewwa lill-habib tieghi, I-Iskultur Anton Agius, jaghmel
ir-ras tieghu ghall-Ghaqda Muzikali, L’Isle Adam.
Qaxxru fil-veru sens tal-kelma ghax Anton Agius kien

jafu sewwa lil Muscat Azzopardi; kien jafu l-aktar bhala
s-surmast-direttur tal-Banda L’Isle Adam ghax Anton
Agius kien ammiratur kbir ta’ din il-banda Rabtija.

Is-Surmast Anton Muscat Azzopardi halla wirt
muzikali sabih f’pajjizna. Hadem f’kull gasam muzikali
u dan dejjem ghamlu bil-qalb ghax, ghalih, il-muzika
kienet tassew hajtu.

Min, minna l-anz-
jani, ma jiftakarx
il-halib maghqud?
FiZmienil-gwerra,
uanki wara, i1z-zok-
kor, bhal hafna
affarijiet ohrajn,
kien bir-razzjon.
Minhabba f’hekk,
ommijietna kienu
jippreferu juzaw il-halib maghqud ghax kien jilhaq zewg
skopijiet, jekk mhux tlieta wkoll, u nghidilkom ghaliex.
L-ewwel nett, fit-te u fil-kafe, kien iservi kemm bhala
halib kif ukoll bhala zokkor; speci ta’, kif jghidu 1-Inglizi,
two in one, imma, barra minn hekk, meta I-bott tal-hal-
ib konna nqaxqxuh ghal kollox mill-hlewwa tieghu,
ommi kienet tlahalhu u tibghat lil xi hadd minna bih
ghand Miceli I-landier biex, bl-istann, iwahhallu manku
tal-landa halli jservi bhala mug li nistghu niehdu t-te fih.
Ghall-grazzja tal-Hanin Alla, il-plastic konna ghadna ma
nafux bih u tazzi tal-hgieg ma kinux jafdawlna f’idejna
ghax inkissruhom u nistghu nweggghu.

Jien kont ghadni tifla zghira imma kont il-kbira fost
l-ahwa. Kien hemm sebgha ohra warajja ghax, dak iz-
zmien, il-genituri taghna kienu jobdu I-Kappillan. Min
ghadu zghir forsi jistaqsi,imma dan x’ghandu x’jagsam?
Mur ghidilhom! Imma, hallina minn dan; suppost fuq
il-halib maghqud ged nitkellmu u dan norbtuh mat-te u
I-kafe, mhux hekk? Fiz-zmien li ged nitkellmu dwaru,
il-kafé konna nixtruh bil-kwart minghand Kalafatu li
kellu hanut magenb il-Knisja tal-Erwieh, in-naha t’is-
fel ta’ Triq il-Merkanti. U kont trid issajru mhux titfa’
kuccarina instant coffee fil-mug jew fil-kikkra u, tista’
tghid, ma xxomm kwazi xejn. Mhux bhal dari! Ahna
konna noqoghdu Triq I-Isptar il-Qadim, kantuniera ma’
Triq Fontana taht is-Sur ta’ Sant Jiermu, il-Belt u, meta
n-nanna Luzar, Alla jtiha 1-glorja tal-Genna, kienet
issajjar il-kafe, nassigurakom li kien jinxtamm minn
hdejn il-Baviera. Naf zgur li, kull filghodu, dik 1-aroma
lilna kienet tqajjimna u tifthilna mnifsejna. Konna ninzlu
kollha fil-k¢ina u naraw lin-nanna ghassa mal-istanjata
tal-kafe, 1i ma yjmurx jaghli u jfurilha. Quddiemha, fuq ix-
xriek, kien ikun hemm il-bottijiet skjerati qishom suldati
lesti biex, malli I-kafe joqghod ftit (halli 1-fond tal-kafe
jinzel fil-qiegh tal-istanjata) in-nanna tibda tferrghu. Billi
l-istanjata ma kinitx kbira u, allura, ma tesghax hafna,
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Il-Halib maghqud

Kitba ta’ Carmen Dimech minn Haz Zebbug

hi u tferra’ 1-kafe, lin-nanna ghadni nismaghha tgedwed
wahedha b’fidi kbira, “Kattar, Sinjur kattar! Kattar, Sin-
jur kattar!” U, haga tal-ghageb, veru kien ikattar ghax
kollha konna nxarrbu grizmejna.

Imma l-istorja tal-halib maghqud ma tispiccax hawn
ghax dik it-toghma helwa li tghaxxi, ghalina t-tfal, kienet
tentazzjoni kbira wisq u, kull dahla u harga fil-kcina,
kif ommi ddawwar wiccha, kollha konna nhobbu nbillu
subghajna fil-bott tal-halib maghqud. Naturalment, meta
tinduna, ommi kienet tghajjat xi ftit maghna u dan mhux
ghax, gabel ma naghmlu hekk, ma konniex innaddfu jde-
Jna bis-sanitiser tafux? L-igjene lanqas biss konna nafu
xi tfisser. Ommi kienet tinkwieta ghax, b’hekk, il-halib
maghqud kien jispiccalha aktar malajr.

Nhar ta’ Sibt, ommi kienet ittina I-banju, litteralment,
€o banju kbir taz-zingu u, m’hemmx ghalfejn nghidil-
kom; ma kinitx tbiddel 1-ilma wara kull wahda jew kull
wiehed minnha lanqgas; biex ma tahlix ilma. Minkejja
dan, nizzikhajr ‘1 Alla, it-tmienja li ahna kollha ghadna
nferfru sal-gurnata mqaddsa tal-lum. Mid-dehra, il-halib
maghqud kien itugna naqra mhux hazin!

Wara 1i tlibbisna, ommi kienet tibghatna purcissjoni
d-Duttrina biex ingerru dnubietna biex 1-ghada, il-Hadd,
inkunu nistghu nitqarbnu. Meta kbirna ftit, irrealizzajna
li kollha kemm ahna kollha konna ngerru I-istess dnubiet,
jigifieri, ma nobdix lil ommi u nbill subghajja fil-bott
tal-halib maghqud.

[llum, ghand tal-grocer,u anki fis-supermarkets, ghadek
tilmhu dan it-tip ta’ halib ghalkemm nosserva li qajla
ghadek tara nies jixtruh. Fil-verita, lanqas jien m’ghadni
nixtrih regolarment. Perd, meta, darba kultant, jifdal-
li xi ftit hobz u niddeciedi li naghmel pudina, jew xi
Christmas log qrib il-Milied, inhobb nixtrih u tistghu
tibqghu certi li ma nitfghux kollu fil-pudina, jew fil-log,
imma nhalli dawk iz-zewgt iswaba minn dak l-elizier
ta’ tjubija halli, bhal frotta pprojbita, filghaxija, ninte-
fa’ quddiem it-television bil-bott u l-kuccarina f’idi u
noqghod nerga’ nesperjenza dak il-pjacir ta’ tant u tant
snin ilu. M’ghandniex xi nghidu, halli ghal uliedi biex
jghajruni ‘hanzira’. Infatti, ibni I-kbir gieli jghidli, “Ma,
inti taf jekk ghandekx zokkor?” U jien dlonk inwiegbu,
“Dazgur li naf; ghandi borza gol-armarju ghadni kemm
xtrajtha dalghodu!”



(it-tieni parti)

Kitba ricerkata minn ghejun differenti maghmula minn Anthony Cardona bi thejjija ghal kon-
ferenza li kienet saret il-Junior College ghall-habta tas-sena 2008

Il-varjetajiet tal-Malti mithaddet

Fejn ghandha x’tagsam il-lingwa, ma nahsibx li tista’
tezisti xi sitwazzjoni ideali fejn kulhadd jitkellem bl-
istess mod halli jkun preciz u perfett. Fil-kaz taghna,
il-bicca I-kbira tal-Maltin jitkellmu bil-Malti standard
imma ghad hemm numru ta’ skejjel privati fejn it-
tfal jitghallmu bl-Ingliz biss u, sa certu zmien ilu,
l-istudenti kienu jigu penalizzati jekk jitkellmu bil-
Malti. Ghaldagstant, issib ghadd imdaqqas ta’ tfal li
jitkellmu bl-Ingliz biss u, ghalkemm, jekk iridu, jafu
jingdew bil-Malti wkoll, jippreferu jikkomunikaw bl-
Ingliz ghax hekk draw minn ckunithom. Issib ukoll Ii,
anki d-dar, dawn it-tfal huma mtellghin jitkellmu bl-
Ingliz u x aktarx juzaw tahlitata’ Ingliz u Malti fit-tahdit
taghhom. Hemm ukoll il-fenomenu tal-influss kbir ta’
barranin 1i gew jahdmu Malta f’dawn l-ahhar snin u
li komplew ziedu sostanzjalment il-popolazzjoni ta’
Malta. Naturalment, dawn, ghall-ewwel, juzaw 1-Ingliz
bhala mezz ta’ komunikazzjoni, inkluz uliedhom li ma
jkunux jafu bil-Malti. Imbaghad, il-Malti jagbduh ftit
ftit u jsiru bilingwi, bhal hafna tfal ohra Maltin. Forsi
nistghu niddeskrivu I-lingwagg ta’ dawn in-nies bhala
tahlita ta’ Malti/Ingliz jew Ingliz/Malti. Naturalment,
dawn in-nies x’aktarx li jkollhom livell ta’ Ingliz li jkun
karatterizzat minn interferenzi mill-Malti. Pero, hemm
hafna livelli ta” x’tip ta’ interferenzi jista’ jkun hemm.
Irridu nghidu wkoll 1i, dawk in-nies li jitkellmu bil-
Malti/ingliz imhallat, juzawh f’¢irkustanzi specifici.

Hafna drabi, il-kelliem juza frazijiet Maltin f’sintassi
Ingliza fejn isir hafna code-switching, jigifieri, meta
wiehed jaqgleb il-frazijiet, anki litteralment, skont il-
htiega tal-mument, anki minghajr ma joqghod iqis
jekk huwiex juza I-lingwa b’mod tajjeb jew le. FeJn
jidhol code-switching, hemm xoghol interessanti ta’
Sonia Ellul, 1i kienet hadet hamsin kaz individwali
minn familji minn postijiet differenti imferrxin ma’
Malta, fosthom I-Imgarr, Had Dingli, il-Mosta, Tas-
Sliema u Rahal Gdid. Hija riedet turi x’tip ta’ tahdit
isir bejn il-genituri u wliedhom fl-eta ta’ qabel 1-iskola
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li, dak iz-zmien, kienet ta’ hames snin. [I-maggoranza
tal-genituri kienu nies li kellhom livell edukattiv sas-
sekondarja u t-tfal kellhom etajiet li jvarjaw bejn is-
sitt xhur u l-hames snin. Meta Sonia Ellul analizzat
il-materjal tat-twegibiet fil-kwestjonarju, waslet ghal
dawn il-konkluzjonijiet:-

- Jekk il-code-switching ikunx formali jew le, jiddependi
mis-sitwazzjoni tal-kelliem fil-mument tat-tahdit. Meta
l-genituri jkunu f’sitwazzjoni familjari, x’aktarx li
juzaw hafna 1-Malti/Ingliz bhala I-funzjoni 1-baxxa tat-
tahdit imma, meta jkunu f’sitwazzjoni formali, jigifieri
quddiem nies barranin, x’aktarx li juzaw 1-Ingliz/Malti
bhala I-funzjoni 1-gholja tat-tahdit fejn anki l-istruttura
tas-sentenza tinbidel ghal wahda bl-Ingliz aktar ma
tinhass il-htiega tal-funzjoni 1-gholja tat-tahdit.

- Metal-genituri jikkoregu lit-tfal, jidhol il-fattur emottiv
u, allura, x’aktarx li juzaw lingwagg dirett li jinkludi
hafna aktar Malti milli Ingliz. Dan juri li I-bniedem juza
kodici specifika ghal funzjonijiet partikuari ta’ lingwa
anki minhabba fatturi emozzjonali.

- It-tip ta’ Ingliz 1i juzaw hafna genituri mhux Ingliz
tajjeb. Huwa tip ta’ Ingliz b’hafna interferenzi mill-
Malti. X aktarx li huwa traduzzjoni litterali mill-Ingliz
ghall-Malti u dan dejjem jiddependi mil-livell edukattiv
tal-individwu.

- F’Malta, ghad hawn l-uzanza fejn isir hatna baby talk
fejn il-genituri ghadhom juzaw kliem bhal dan li gej:

tuttu (ziemel) cejca (helu) bobba (libsa) pagqa
(karozza) u bumbu (halib). Ghadek issib dan it-tip
ta’ kliem f’certi sitwazzjonijiet imma mieghu, illum,
zdied hafna kliem ta’ din ix-xorta bl-Ingliz bhal: girlie,
milkie, horsie, birdie u doggie.

- Minn eta ckejkna, hafna tfal jibdew jitkellmu b’tahlita
ta’ Malti/Ingliz b’sintassi hazina ghax jidraw hekk
mill-genituri taghhom, bhal nghidu ahna: Ejja ha tiehu
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drink, Ghidlu bye il-man, Tih kiss in-nannu, Ghidilha
sorry l-lady, jew, Ara d-doggie kemm hu nice!

Dawn il-ftit ezempji juru li hafna genituri jippruvaw
ihejju lil uliedhom ghall-kindergarten billi jkellmuhom
b’tahlita ta’ Malti/Ingliz jew Ingliz/Malti bl-iskop
li, meta jibdew l-iskola formalment, ikunu diga jafu
jesprimu ruhhom sewwa. Fil-fatt, hafna tfal jispiccaw
ihawdu z-zewg lingwi flimkien minhabba l-interferenzi
lingwistici minn wahda ghall-ohra. B hekk, ma jsirux
kompetenti, ghall-inqas, f"wahda minnhom u jitilfu
¢-cans li, meta jikbru, isiru bilingwi (jigifieri tajbin
kemm fil-Malti kif ukoll fl-Ingliz). Hafna genituri
jahsbu li dan l-agir lingwistiku fih xi prestigju socjali
minghajr ma jindunaw li l-code-switching jista’ jaghmel
hsara irreparabbli fil-mod ta’ kif nitkellmu, it-tfal ma
jilhqux livell gholi ta’ kompetenza u jibqghu ibatu biex
jesprimu ruhom, kemm bil-Malti kif ukoll bl-Ingliz.

Fi studju aktar ricenti ta’ code-switching 1i sar, Michelle
Caruana sabet hafna fatturi interessanti li wassluha ghal
dawn il-konkluzjonijiet li gejjin:

- Il-code-switching, fih innifsu, huwa varjeta ghax
jintuza minn grupp ta’ nies f’cirkustanzi partikolari.

- Dawk li juzaw il-code-switching ma juzawx il-Malti
biss jew I-Ingliz biss imma tahlita tat-tnejn u mhumiex
kapaci, jew isibuha difficli, jithaddtu b’ilsien wiehed.

- Il-kompetenza lingwistika taghhom iggaghalhom
jigbru l-materjal lingwistiku miz-zewg ilsna ghax,
inkella, ma jkunux kapaci jzommu konversazzjoni
tajba fit-tul b’mod intelligibbli.

- Il-code switchers jahsbu 1i huma superjuri mill-ohrajn;
mhux fejn tidhol il-lingwa imma fejn jidhol l-istatus
socjali.

- Il-bicca I-kbira tal-code switchers f’dan l-istudju
kienu haddiema tal-banek, nies fin-negozju, haddiema
tal-ufficini, nies professjonisti, shop assistants u nies li
jahdmu fl-industrija tat-turizmu.

- L-aktar postijiet fejn isir il-code-switching huma Tas-
Sliema, Pembroke, Is-Swieqi, San Giljan, H’Attard u
Bugibba.

Meta tqis li kwalunkwe lsien huwa parti minn firxa
kulturali shiha ta’ pajjiz u, meta nafu li ahna nassorbu
b’mod astratt ix-xbieha akustika ta’ dak kollu li nlissnu,
naraw, nisimghu u nahsbu fuqu, ikun ahjar jekk it-
tfal l1-ewwel jakkwistaw kompetenza xierqa fil-Malti
halli jkollhom mappa mentali tal-lingwa nattiva i,
imbaghad, taghtihom hila ta’ twettiq fl-ilsien. B hekk,
ikunu jistghu jagbdu l-Ingliz b’mod ahjar aktar ’il
quddiem.

Studju iehor interessanti li jitfa’ dawl fuq is-sitwazzjoni
lingwistika partikolari huwa dak ta’ Antoinette
Camilleri. Fih, naraw liema huma dawk il-fatturi
socjologici li jaffettwaw il-lingwa, fosthom il-kuntest
socjali, l-eta, is-sess u I-livell edukattiv. Camilleri
hadet il-lokalita tal-Imgarr (Malta) u gabblet il-Malti
standard mal-Malti djalettali. Fost affarijiet ohrajn,
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hija sabet dawn id-differenzi bazici:

- Differenzi fonetici, specjalment fil-forom vokalici u
dittongali bhal morna/murna, sena/senae, veru/verew,
din/dein, nies/nijes, tabib/tubajp, zarbun/zarbawn u
kollox/killix.

- Differenzi lessikali bhal pitazz/skritt, antiporta/
boxxla, habel tal-inxir/perca u biskuttell/garmec.

- Differenzi grammatikali purtieri/prieter, sefturi/
sfieter, kutri/kwieter u karozzi/krarez.

- Differenzi idjomatici bhal, nghidu ahna, sar il-hin/
ghamel il-hin, ixghel id-dawl/aghmel il-daw! u mort
naqta’ xaghri/mort naqta’ x-xaghar.

- Differenzi sintattici bhal, mhux ged imur skola/mhu
qedx imur skola.

- Differenzi semantici fejn l-istess kelma taqleb it-
tifsira taghha fil-Malti standard bhal, libet (fil-Malti
standard tfisser ‘telghulu’ imma, fid-djalett Imgarri,
tfisser ‘ikkalma’, kocc (fil-Malti standard tfisser ‘hafna’
imma fid-djalett Imgarri tfisser ‘ftit’.

Camilleri tat kas ukoll l-eta u l-livell edukattiv ta’
dawk li kienu intervistati fil-kwestjonarju tar-ricerka
taghha u sabet li dawk 1i huma l-aktar anzjani kellhom
edukazzjoni limitata u aktar kienu esposti ghall-Malti
djalettali. Iz-zghazagh 1i ghandhom edukazzjoni oghla
kellhom kuntatt qawwi mal-Malti standard imma huma
wkoll juzaw id-djalett meta jkunu fic-cirku maghluq
tar-rahal. Mill-analizi tal-materjal lingwistiku li gabret,
Camilleri ghamlet dawn l-osservazzjonijiet:

- It-tfal tal-iskola tal-Imgarr jitkellmu bid-djalett
bejniethom imma juzaw il-Malti standard mal-
ghalliem.

- L-Imgarr hemm, mill-inqas, tliet tipi ta’ nies li
jaddottaw lingwagg differenti: dawk li juzaw id-djalett
biss li, fil-bicca 1-kbira, huma anzjani; dawk 1i juzaw
id-djalett f’sitwazzjonijiet familjari biss imma juzaw
ukoll il-Malti standard {’sitwazzjonijiett aktar formali
li, fil-bicca l-kbira, huma zghazagh; u dawk li juzaw
tahlita ta’ djalett u Malti standard skont is-sitwazzjoni
kif ukoll tahlita ta’ Malti/Ingliz jew Ingliz/Malti, I-aktar
it-tfal zghar tal-iskola primarja.

Metal-individwu jwessa’ ¢-Cirku socjali tieghu, x’ aktarx
li jibdel il-mod kif jesprimi ruhu lingwistikament.
Ghaldagstant, dawk li juzaw id-djalett meta jkunu
f’cirkustanzi formali, fejn ihossu sens ta’ inferjorita
minhabba l-istigma socjali, jaqilbu ghall-Malti standard
u dawk li juzaw l-istandard, jaqilbu ghall-Malti/Ingliz
jew Ingliz/Malti. Aktar ma wiehed jikber, aktar isir
konxju mill-prestigju socjali ghax aktar ihoss il-htiega
li jsib postu fis-socjeta, jigifieri, 1i jkun accettat min-
nies ta’ madwaru u, b’hekk, isir aktar selettiv fit-tip
ta’ lingwagg 1i jaghzel biex jesprimi ruhu. Dan juri li
hemm gerarkija stratifikata kif wiehed juza l-lingwa u,
aktar ma l-individwu jakkwista prestigju, aktar jersaq
lejn il-funzjoni l-gholja tat-tahdit, jigifieri, djalett B
Malti standard D Malti/Ingliz D Ingliz/Malti D Ingliz.
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Years ago, business organisations, both public and
private, seem to have come to the conclusion that, unless
a good profit is registered by year end, then the business
was not thriving. Profit also led to cost-cutting and, in
order to justify this, a lot of jargon was resorted to. The
‘customer care’ and ‘the customer is always right’ clichés
came into being. In the light of such nice phrases, the
implication was that one would expect to receive some
sort of preferential treatment. But, in the world of
business, reality often falls far too short of perceptions.
With the excuse of offering a “better service”, dispensers,
telephone answering gadgets, internet banking, on-
line buying and automated teller machines (ATM’s)
were introduced. It took the public a while to realise
that these would replace the one-to-one, face-to-face,
personal service. One day, a senior citizen decided
to try an ATM. It so happened that, at that particular
moment, the machine was being serviced. The client
pressed the buttons and, from somewhere behind the
machine, a lovely, young female voice said, “We regret
that this machine is temporarily out of service.” At this,
the surprised customer was heard saying, “Goodness,
gracious me! This machine even talks!”

Although these new ways of doing business have,
somewhat, alleviated queues and waiting times, one
cannot fail to note that the personal touch is missing. No
one recognises anyone anymore and the overall service
has become somewhat impersonal. Everyone is in a rush
and ‘manners’ is just another word that has completely
disappeared from the vocabulary.

Technology continued to replace the personalised service
through automated telephony. Frustration starts to creep
in when the telephone is picked up and a monotone voice
is heard at the end of the line, listing the services provided
and the related numbers to be pressed. At the end of this
one-sided conversation, if one is lucky enough, one is
asked to wait. The waiting time is accompanied by a
jingle which gets repeated time and time again. If one
is super-lucky, one may hear a voice asking, “How can
I help you?”, by which time one would have almost
forgotten what one needed to ask in the first place.

10

The customer
An essay by Liz Bajada

In this day-and-age of progress, what a person fails to
figure out is that the most important word in the phrase,
‘customer care’ is care - another word for manners. Itis
amagical word. It has been proven that, in the long run,
if one ensures that good and effective service is given,
the image of the business itself improves as the customer
feels welcomed and valued. Thanking the customer for
his custom works miracles. This shows appreciation and
will definitely oil the wheels in various circumstances.
I am sure that many have seen the film, ‘My Fair Lady’
based on George Bernard Shaw’s Pygmalion. In it,
Professor Higgins takes a cockney-speaking little flower
girl and, by teaching her good manners, makes a lady
of her. “The great secret”, says Professor Higgins, ‘is
not to have good or bad manners but having the same
manners for all human souls.” It is most important to
see people as persons and not as things or numbers. It
is true that we are all generally too busy, too hassled
and preoccupied. But it will certainly not cost anyone
anything to say ‘Please’ to start off with.

Although one cannot say that family members are
‘customers’ it is most important to get this ‘caring’
attitude in the family — where all should feel welcomed
and valued. This certainly applies for relationships
between husband and wife or parents with children.
Words of encouragement and positive comments
between members of the family will improve the
atmosphere which, many times, due to the various
day-to-day issues, brings tension resulting in stress and
1ll-health. A French Marshall once commented, to an
unmannerly American who said that French politeness
was nothing but wind, ‘Neither is there anything but
wind in a car tyre, but it eases wonderfully the jolts
along life’s highway’.

A good word said when the opportunity arises, a sincere
compliment and, of course, a smile which, invariably,
lights up a face, projects a positive attitude and shows
care and appreciation.

One must fully agree that, while a good bottom line to
a balance sheet ensures the prosperity of a country, this
must not be achieved to the detriment of good manners
which soften the hard edges of reality and lie at the
heart of that mysterious thing called Charm. How to
have them? Imagine yourself in another person’s shoes,
then treat the person as you would like to be treated.
Certainly, at times it can be very trying and a constant
effort must be made. However, as a father once said to
his son, ‘My son, you are not polite to a person because
he is a gentleman but because you are one!’

L-Anzjani Llum
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Lil tlitt ihbieb ta’ veru li, minnhom,

sibt ghajnuna kbira f’hajti
Anthony Borg 23 -03 - 2016

Lil Dr Joseph Brincat, Nutar
‘Manifk’ inhobb nghajjatlek
ghax, b’hekk, inhossni mieghek.
L-irgiel lilek ifittxu

ghax tiswa’ I-kelma tieghek.

Lis-Sur Kevin Bonello, eks-President tal-MUT Lil Dr Frank Fabri, eks-Direttur tal-Edukazzjoni
Bibien ghalquli imma [1-Gzira ghallimt bl-imhabba;

ma qtajtx qalbi. ¢o Bormla hloqt it-tama

U, fl-ahhar, sibt lil Kevin li lagaghni u lili wrejtni s-sewwa.

u qalli: “Ejja Ghandi!”

April - Gunju 2024
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L-ewwel laqgha ma’ Gesu
Kitba ta’ Phyllis Sammut Smith

Fil-hajja, hemm grajjiet li, jghaddi kemm jghaddi zmien minn fughom,
jibqghu stampati fil-memorja taghna gishom sehhew ilbierah. Mela kont
hdejn Gwanni 1-Ghammied, biswit ix-xmara Gordan, ma’ dixxiplu iehor
meta, f’hin minnhom, Gwanni gal, “Araw il-Haruf t’ Alla, li jnehhi d-dnubiet
tad-dinja!” Tenna dan il-kliem meta ra lil Gesu ghaddej minn hemm. Jien
ma kontx nafu lil Gesu. I[lmaht guvni twil, maestuz, miexi b’pass meqjus. E
Mal-kliem ta’ Gwanni, jien u d-dixxiplu I-iehor ma domniex nahsbuha wisq; —
erhejnilha ghal warajh. Hu hassna 1i konna mexjin warajh. Dar u staqgsiena, ”Xi tridu?” Infxilna kif inwigbuh.
Ghednilu, “Fejn toqghod Rabbi?”’ Ahna gharafna li dan ir-ragel, li Gwanni I-Ghammied tkellem hekk fuqu, bilfors
li hu xi hadd specjali; mghallem kbir. Hu stedinna naraw fejn kien joqghod.

Kienu xi l-erbgha ta” waranofsinhar u x-xemx kienet ghadha tisreg sewwa. Minn mohhi, bdew ghaddejjin
ruxxmata hsibijiet; “Tghid dan hu 1-Messija mwieghed, 1i kellu jehlisna mill-hakma tal-mishutin Rumani? Kif
kien ser jaghmel dan? Tghid ta’ min jimxi warajh bhala dixxiplu tieghu?” Hu u jkellimna dwar il-hwejjeg t’Alla,
kliemu kien mimli hlewwa. Wiccu kien jixghel b’dawl hekk sabih li kien difficli tnehhi ghajnejk minn fuqu! Imma
ma kienx itik x’tithem li hu xi mexxej politiku. Hadt 1-impressjoni li 1-politika ma tinteressahx. Minkejja li ma
stajtx nifhem kif ser iwettaq il-missjoni tieghu, fil-qalb ta’ qalbi, xorta wahda kont konvint 1i Hu tassew il-Messija
li dwaru kitbu I-profeti. Ghalija, bdiet avventura li qatt ma bsartha. _

L-ewwel li ghamilt kien 1i hadt lil hija, Xmun, ghandu. Gesu hares lejh u gallu, “Inti Xmun, bin Gwanni!
Int tissejjah Kefa.” Issorprendejt ruhi meta smajt li kien jaf isem missieri. U, lil Xmun, kif tah isem iehor, ghidt
bejni u bejn ruhi? Kien bosta xhur wara li gharaft ghaliex tah dak I-isem. Tant hassejtni migbud lejn Gesu li
ddecidejt li nimxi warajh bhala dixxiplu tieghu. Hekk ukoll ghamel hija, Xmun Pietru. Maz-zmien, I-Imghallem
gabar madwaru izjed dixxipli sakemm konna tnax-il wiehed. Ahna konna -
l-izjed qrib tieghu. _

Nixtieq nirrakkonta xi affarijiet li ghamel Gesu fit-tliet snin li
ghaddejt mieghu u kif dawn laqtu lili personalment. L-ewwel miraklu sehh
wagqt festa ta’ tieg gewwa Kana. Ahna, flimkien ma’ Gest u ommu, konna
mistidnin. Meta ghadda ftit hin mhux hazin minn din il-festa, omm Gesu
bdiet tkellmu b’certa herqa. Hu baga’ kalm, bhal qisu indifferenti ghal dak
li galtlu. Wara, sirna nafu fuqiex kelmitu. L-gharrajjes nagashom I-inbid u
omm Gesil gharrfitu b’dik is-sitwazzjoni. Gest qalilha, “X’hemm bejni u
bejnek mara? Is-siegha tieghi ghadha ma waslitx!” Minkejja din it-twegiba,
ommu kellha fiducja shiha li binha kien ser jaghmel xi haga biex jghinhom.
Gesi qal lill-qaddejja biex jimlew sitt garar bl-ilma. Imbaghad, haduhom
lil dak li kien gieghed jiehu hsieb il-mejda. B’ ghageb kbir ta’ kulhadd sirna
nafu li I-ilma nbidel f’inbid tal-ifjen kwalita!

Miraklu iehor, li lili hallieni mnixxef, sehh in-naha I-ohra tal-bahar
tal-Galilea. Bhas-soltu, Gesu kien ged ifejjaq il-morda u jghallem il-kotra.
F’mument minnhom, Gesli stagsa lil Filippu minn fejn stajna nixtru 1-hobz biex lin-nies naghtuhom xi haga x’jieklu.
Filippu tatu rasu u wiegbu, “Mitejn dinar hobz mhumiex bizzejjed biex kulhadd jitrejjaq!” Jien tajt harsa madwari
biex nara kienx hemm xi hadd li kellu xi hobz ghal bejgh. Ilmaht tfajjel li kellu hames hobziet u zewg hutiet zghar.
Lil Gesu gharraftu b’dan imma, fl-istess hin, urejtu li dan ma kien ser isolvi xejn. Irgiel biss kien hemm xi hamest
elef u dan minbarra n-nisa u t-tfal. Madankollu, Gesu ma kkonfondiex u qgalilna biex inqieghdu n-nies bilqieghda
fuq il-haxix. Li sehh wara immeraviljani! Gest bierek dak il-hobz u dak il-hut u talabna nqassmuh. B’ ghageb kbir,
kulhadd kiel u xaba’! Mhux hekk biss imma, wara, gbarna tnax-il qoffa b’dak li kien fadal. Nammetti, hassejtni
kburi li jien dixxiplu ta’ Gesu. Min jaf kif ser nispiccaw jekk jibga’ sejjer hekk, irragunajt bejni u bejn ruhi! Mohhi
kien mimli bi hsibijet ta’ unuri u gld li setghu jkunu fil-qrib ghalija! Kemm kont ghadni ’I boghod mill-hsieb u

x e =y |-pijan li Gesl kellu ghalija! Minn naha tieghu, is-suécess ma
telax ghal rasu. Anzi, meta ra li n-nies gharfuh bhala I-Profeta
mwieghed minn Mosé u riedu jaghmluh sultan, warrab wahdu
lejn I-gholjiet. Din l-imgieba tieghu ma stajtx nifhmiha. Cans
bhal dak u ma hadux! Kont ghadni ma thimtx min hu tassew
Gesu u x’kienet il-missjoni tieghu.

Filghaxija stess, tlagna bil-bahar lejn Kafarnaum, in-naha
1-ohra tal-Ghadira. Gesut ma kienx maghna. Baqa’ jitlob wahdu
fuq 1-gholjiet. Hsibt li kellna mmorru lura ghalih I-ghada. Mhux
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l-ewwel darba li ghamel il-lejl kollu jitlob. L-ghejja ta” dak il-jum straordinarju bdiet taghmel taghha u ahna lkoll
bdejna nbatu biex naqdfu ghax ir-rih kien kontrina. Meta kwazi wasalna f’nofs 1-ghadira, naraw xi haga bajda
riesqa lejna. Ahna twerwirna! “Jien Hu,” qalilna; “la tibzghux!” Kien I-Imghallem Gesti miexi fuq l-ilma! Bilkemm
stajna nemmnu lill-ghajnejna. F’mohhi fegget il-mistogsija, “Imma Gesit min hu verament?” Il-miraklu tal-inbid,
imbaghad tal-hobz u issa dan l-avveniment tal-ghageb! Hassejt qalbi ddub gewwa fija.

L-ghada, fis-sinagoga, Gesu beda jfiehem li Hu kien il-Hobz tas-Sema ghax il-Hobz t” Alla jinzel mis-Sema
u jaghti 1-hajja lid-dinja. Meta n-nies talbuh jaghtthom minn dan il-hobz, Gesu qalilhom, “Jien huwa 1-hobz tal-
hajja! Min jiekol minn dan il-hobz jghix ghal dejjem! U I-hobz li jiena naghti huwa gismi ghall-hajja tad-dinja!”
Dan il-kliem ta’ Geslit hawwadhom hafna lil-Lhud u bosta mid-dixxipli telquh. Jien bdejt ninkwieta li, wara dan
it-taghlim tieghu, ftit ftit kulhadd kien ser jitilqu. Kif kont mitluf fi hsibijieti, inhsadt meta Gesu dar fugna t-tnax u
qalilna, “Tridux tmorru intom ukoll?” Tbikkimna ghax ma konniex nafu x’naqbdu nghidulu. Veru iebes it-taghlim
tieghu imma mbaghad, hija, Xmun Pietru, li kien jitkellem f’isimna, qallu, “Mulej, ghand min tridna mmorru? Int
ghandek il-kliem tal-hajja ta’ dejjem u ahna gharafna u emminna li int il-Qaddis t’Alla!”

Kieku kelli nirrakkonta dak kollu li gara fit-tliet snin li ghext qr1b :
Gesll, ma nispi¢éa gatt. Imma ma nistax intemm dawn il-ftit esperjenzi A
minghajr ma nikteb dwar zewg grajjiet li hallew impressjoni kbira fuqi. J
Qed nghid ghall-qawmien ta’ Lazzru u r-Rezurrezzjoni ta’ Gesil. Lazzru [i§
u hutu, Marta u Marija, minn Betanja, kienu hbieb tal-qalb ta’ Gesu. Gieli J§
kien imur jistrich ghandhom. Ahna konna mmorru mieghu ukoll. Gara 1i
konna f’post dagsxejn ’il boghod u hut Lazzru baghtu jghidulna li Lazzru
kien marid. Skantajt mhux ftit li Gest ma marx mill-ewwel ghand Lazzru
biex ifejqu. Anzi,dam jumejn ohra fejn konna. Sadattant, Lazzru lahaq miet §
u difnuh. X’dehra ta” gsim il-galb laqtitna meta wasalna Betanja! Marta u
Marija kienu ddispjacuti li Gesti ma lahaqx lil Lazzru haj! Gesii mar hdejn
il-qabar u talabhom inehhu I-blata li kienet taghlqu. Marta galtlu, “Mulej,
issa beda jrejjah! Diga ilu erbat ijiem mejjet. ” It-twegiba ta’ Gesu kienet misterjuza: “M’ghedtlekx li, jekk temmen,
tara l-glorja t’Alla?” Imbaghad, wara li qal talba, b’lehen gholi, qal, “Lazzru, ohrog!” U Lazzru hareg! X’ghagha
gamet f’dagqa wahda meta rajna lil Lazzru nfaxxat hiereg mill-qabar! Anki jien u nirrakkonta, ged inhoss tkexkixa
ta’ bard tigri ma’ gismi kollu! Is-setgha ta’ Gesu hija, sahansitra, anki fuq il-mewt!

Ghadni nhoss ghafsa ta’ qalb kbira meta niftakar li abbandunajtu meta l-aktar kellu bzonni! Wara l-passjoni
u l-mewt kiefra ta’ Gesu, kollha ghamilna hekk, hlief id-dixxiplu I-mahbub. Konna mbezzghin mil-Lhud u, allura,
issakkarna gewwa. Imma, minkejja li I-bibien kienu maghluqin, Gesu gie u qaghad f’nofsna! Deher mimli bil-hajja.
Innutajt li kellu I-marki tal-imsiemer f’idejh u f’riglejh u dik tal-lanza f’genbu. X ferh kbir hassejna jien u shabi!
Ebda kelma ta’ canfira ma harget minn fommu! Minflok, selmilna bit-tislima sabiha ta’, “Il-paci maghkom!”

Jien, Indri, illum niddikjara li lest naghti hajti biex nixhed ghall- Imghallem mahbub tieghi, Gest!

¥ IL-KUNSILL NAZZJONALI TAL-ANZJANI -~
- JAWGURA LILL-OMMIJIET KOLLHA
L-ISBAH XEWQAT F’JUM L-OMM

Ma

Li tajtni ma Kienx biss twelid,
ma kenitx biss trobbija.

/ —  Kull platt imsajjar, kull kelma mlissna

kienu kollha mgezwra f’awra ta’ mhabba.

M’ghadekx maghna bil-gisem g -

~ imma l-imhabba tleghek ghadha twennlsna =
D ‘ . = ffi"/: ; : ﬂ
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Zewg minuti kollox

F’Zewg minuti, l-anzjan attiv, Franky Piccinino,
ikompli fejn halla Nazju Abela u jirrakkonta tliet cajtiet

Hbieb tieghi, bejni u bejn ruhi, ghidt: “U mhux ahjar nidhqu ftit? Ghax, bis-serjeta
biss, nissugraw li naqghu fil-melankonija; mhux hekk? Imma, jekk nghidu cajta, forsi
jirnexxili nnisslilkom imgqar tbissima zghira li, ghalina l-anzjani, hija bhad-duwa tal-
Madalena li tghina biex inkompli mexjin f’hajjitna u ddarrielna ftit mit-toqol 1i ggib
maghha l-hajja.” Mel’ isimghu dawn:

Wiehed ragel mar ghand dentist biex jaghmillu dentatura. Wara li rrangalu
x-xedaq, hadlu l-qies, hadimhielu u gietu perfetta, hallsu u kien hiereg ’il barra. Imma
d-dentist dar fuqu u qallu: “Hej mister; dawn il-flus fioloz!”

U dak ir-ragel dar lejh u qallu: “X’tippretendi siehbi? Int, is-snien li tajtni mhux
foloz ukoll, jewwilla?”

Bejjiegh tal-haxix kien ghaddej minn triq, jghajjat b’kemm hangra kellu, u jsemmi kulma
kellu ghall-bejgh fuq il-karrettun. Fuq bejt fil-qrib, kien hemm tfajla qed tixxemmex li,
ghal mument, ghajnha marret biha u ragdet. Meta semghet dak 1-ghajjat, gamet b hasda
u, fil-fixla, waqghalha x-xugaman minn fugha, ittawlet ghal isfel u ghajtet: “Tal-haxix,
ghandek hin?”

U tal-haxix qalilha: “Hin ghandikieku! Min johodli hsiebil-karrettun m’ghandix!”

Wahda ghalliema stagsiet lit-tfal: “Tfal; min irid imur il-Genna?” It-tfal kollha ghollew
subghajhom, minbarra wiehed. Il-miss skantat u qaltlu: “Johnny, int ma tridx tmur il-
Genna?”

U Johnny qalilha: “Iva miss, imma ommi qaltli biex, mill-iskola, nibga’ sejjer
dritt id-dar!”

IL-KUNSILL NAZZJONALI TAL-ANZJANI
JAWGURA LILL-MISSIRIJIET KOLLHA
L-JUM IDDEDIKAT GHALIHOM
TA’ JUM IL-MISSIER

<

PA

Kif qatt nista’ ninsa t-tbissima tieghek?

Ressaqtni lejn id-dinja tal-ballun

U, fil-loghba tal-futbol,

bhalma jigri fil-hajja,

hemm min hu mieghek u min hu kontrik
u trid tilghab u tkun attent

bla ma titlef rasek,

sew jekk tirbah u sew jekk titlef.

F’din id-dinja, li ghallmitna t-tnejn li ahna,
inti gatt ma tlift it-tbissima tieghek.

Emanuel Attard Cassar
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[1-Kotba Mqgaddsa
@l spiss jithaddtu
P dvar id-dinjita
. "Nl | marbuta max-

xjuhija. Il-hajja
hija don. Dawk 1li jghixu sa eta avvanzata huma
meqjumin ghall-gherf taghhom. Mhux talli mhumiex
meqjusin bhala skart tas-socjeta, talli, ghall-kuntrarju,
jitgiesu bhala barka kbira ghas-socjeta kollha kemm
hi. Tajjeb, ghalhekk, nghidu li, ghalkemm iz-zminijiet
inbidlu, dak li qal il-Mulej dwar hajja avvanzata ghadu
jghodd anki llum; avolja s-snin gerrbu fuq li gerrbu. Fil-
fatt, it-Torah (wiehed mill-Kotba Mqaddsa) joffri punti
tabilhaqq interessanti dwar ix-xjuhija. Kemm ghandha
x’tghid u x’tghallem; kemm liz-zghazagh kif ukoll lill-
istess anzjani dwar meta persuna tikber fl-eta!

F’Gerusalemm, jekk tivjagga b’tal-linja, zgur li tilmah
avviz li jtenni dak li jghidilna I-ktieb tal-Levitiku:
‘Qum quddiem ix-xih b’xaghru abjad u aghtih qima u
ibza’ minn Alla tieghek; Jiena 1-Mulej.” F’dan il-kaz,
l-avviz qieghed jitlob liz-zghazagh biex iqumu u jcedu
posthom lill-passiggieri xjuh. Madankollu, ir-Rabbi
Izakk Waldman jaghti tifsira aktar profonda lil dan
il-vers. Huwa jghid hekk: ‘Dan il-vers mhux gieghed
jehidlek biss biex iccedi postok ghax-xjuh imma jfisser
ukoll 1i ghandek taghtihom gima u tibza’ minn Alla
tieghek ghax jien il-Mulej.” Mod ta’ kif wiehed jaqra
dan hu li, bhalma ghandek tirrispetta u tibza’ mill-Mulej,
hekk ukoll ghandu jkollok rispett lejn ix-xjuh. Fil-fatt,
fit-tradizzjonijet Lhud l-aktar qodma, 1-aqwa ghorrief
u mhallfin kienu jirreferu ghalihom sempliciment bil-
kelma xjuh. Sa ftit taz-zmien ilu, anki hawn Malta, hafna
kienu dawk 1i kienu jirreferu ghall-missierhom bhala
‘x-xih.” Ghax iz-zmien huwa ekwiparat mal-gherf. U
x’ghandu jkun rispettat aktar mill-gherf? Kliem ix-xih,
zomm fih!

Jekk thares lejn ghadd ta’ stejjer biblici, tinnota 1i, hafna
minn missirijietna, wettqu l-agwa xoghol taghhom meta
kienu kbar fl-eta. Abraham u Sarah kellhom iben meta
kienu fid-disghinijiet (fil-verita, Abraham kien ixjeh)
filwaqt li Gakobb irrikon¢ilja ma’ Ezaw wara zZoghzija
pjuttost imqgangla. Skont l-intepretazzjoni tal-Bibbja
Lhudija minn awturi Lhud tal-qedem, Mose kellu
madwar tmenin sena meta kien mibghut biex jehles lill-
poplu mill-Egittu. U jezistu ezempji ohrajn bla ghadd.
[l-letteratura Rabbinika hija mimlija b’ezempji numeruzi
kemm ta’ ghorrief anzjani li ghaddew gherfhom kif ukoll
ta’ nies li kienu ppremjati ghax irrispettaw u onoraw
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Ix-xjuhija mill-lenti Lhudija

Kitba ta’ Patri Mario Attard OFM Cap.

lill-genituri xjuh taghhom. Hemm wisq ezempji biex
insemmihom hawn. Ghalhekk, nerga’ biss niehdok lura
lejn 1-ghajn originali biblika. Ghaliex ghandi nirrispetta
lill-anzjani? Ghax ghandek tibza’ minn Alla tieghek;
ghax jien il-Mulej!

Fil-ktieb tad-Dewtoronomju, ghandna I-qawwa tal-parir
li jaghtu l-anzjani. Ftakar fil-jiem ta’ dari; qis is-snin;
kull zmien li gerbeb! Stagsi lil missierek u jurik; lix-xjuh
tieghek u jghidulek. Imbaghad, hemm il-Ktieb tas-Salmi
li jghid: Twarrabnix meta nasal ghax-xjuhija; titlagnix
meta thallini sahhti! Fl-istess sezzjoni, insibu wkoll
kwotazzjoni tabilhaqq interessanti mill-Ktieb ta’ Gobb:
‘Mhux fix-xjuhija ssibu I-gherf? Mhux il-hajja twila li
ggib id-dehen?’

U dan kollu jaghmel hafna sens meta wiehed iqis il-qafas
taz-zmien skont il-Kelma tal-Mulej; kif jghidilna tant
tajjeb Salm numru 90: Zmien hajjitna, b’kollox, hu ta’
sebghin sena; l-izjed tmenin (jekk inkunu f’sahhitna) u
1-bicca I-kbira tahbit u niket.

Jezistu wkoll riflessjonijiet tabilhaqq interessanti fil-
forma ta’ sentenzi dwar ix-xjuhija minn diversi sorsi
Lhud. F’sors minnhom, insibu hekk: ‘L-aktar bicca iebsa
tal-precetti u I-kmandamenti tal-Mulej hija li tweggah lil
missierek u lil ommok.” Fit-Talmud Babilonjan insibu
hekk: ‘Mara xiha hija tezor fid-dar.” Min jitghallem mill-
anzjani huwa mqabbel ma’ dak li jiekol gheneb misjur
u jixrob inbid gadim. Min jilqa’ lill-anzjani huwa bhal
min jilga’ I-Prezenza Divina.

Mill-lenti Lhudija, il-Mulej qatt ma ried li lill-anzjani
nwarrbuhom u nhallu liz-zghazagh jghaffgu kemm jifilhu
bl-iskuza li jridu jitghallmu mill-izbalji taghhom stess.
Snin twal ta’ esperjenza, gherf u taghlim tal-anzjani
ghandhom jissarrfu f’ gherf mghoddi lill-generazzjonijiet
tal-gejjieni biex huma jibnu fuq dak li diga huwa tajjeb.

Ghaldagstant, gheziez anzjani, issukktaw ikkontribwixxu
bl-gherf taghkom lill-generazzjonijiet taghna izghar
minnkom! Xjiehu b’dinjita! Fl-istess hin, infakkru lil
dawk izghar minna li -Kelma tal-Mule; titlob li 1-anzjani
ghandhom ikunu rispettati u ammirati. Uzaw gherfkom
ghall-beneficcju taghna z-zghar li gejna warajkom!
Tghid x’tghid is-socjeta moderna, dan il-kliem jghodd
ghaz-zminijiet kollha tal-istorja. Fl-ahhar nett, kif jghid
ir-Rabbi Nachman, il-gid ta’ pajjiz jitkejjel minn kif jittratta
l-anzjani tieghu. Jalla li dan il-messagg dejjem jasal fejn
ghandu jasal!
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Jekk tiltaga’ mieghi fuq
karozza tal-linja, issibni bi
ktieb f’idi. Il-vjagg minn
tas-Sliema sal-Belt jiehu
nofs siegha u jien ma nhobbx
nahli hin. Nintefa’ n-naha ta’
gewwa, hdejn it-tieqa, biex
®4 | ningata’ minn nies li jkunu
bilwieqfa u dawk telghin u

| nezlin. Imma, dakinhar ta’
— dil-grajja, kien beda jidlam
u, kontra qalbi, ghalaqt il-ktieb. Konna ghadna kif tlagna
mill-Belt, nies bilwieqfa kien hemm imma xorta telghu
aktar.

Fost dawk li telghu, kien hemm xwejha; mara
qasira u milwija, li tghodd mas-sebghin. Kellha libsa
sewda mdendla, wiesgha bahar fugha. Xagharha iswed
fil-griz, goff u miftuh, qisu piramida, immewweg u
migbud lura b’bicca qafla biex ma jagax fuq wiccha.
F’idha, kellha basket kbir u qadim. F’riglejha, qorq goff.
Minn hin ghall-iehor, erhilha tixxotta ghajnejha b’maktur
imkaghbar; ghajnejha homor nar bid-dmugh icarcar il-
hin kollu. Tat salt biex tipprova tahkem il-magbad tas-
saqaf tal-karozza imma ma lahqitux u, allura, ikkuntentat
izzomm mal-eqreb dahar ta’ sit.

Kont ghadni zaghzugha. Ma hsibthiex darbtejn
u qomtilha. Qalbi hebritni li kienet f’xi saram, fi htiega
li tkellem lil xi hadd ghax, kull kantuniera u stejg li
fihom naslu, bdiet thares ’il barra biex ticcekkja fejn
geghdin wagqt li, fl-istess hin, taghti daqqa t’ghajn lejna
ta’ madwarha, gisha trid tistagsi xi haga.

Kont nigi mill-Belt kuljum, bejn wiehed u iehor,
fl-stess hin u, tista’ tghid, kont drajt I-ucuh tal-passiggieri
kollha li jinzertaw mieghi fuq il-karozza. Dawn tispicca
sselmilhom u, wara ftit, tghaddi xi kumment ukoll. Xi
drabi, anki tagbad diskursata maghhom. Imma dik ix-
xwejha ma kinitx wahda minnhom. Ma nistax nispjega
I-fatt Ii bdejt niehu tant interess fiha u li ma stajtx nagla’
ghajnejja minn fugha. Wahhaltha f’rasi li, meta naslu
tas-Sliema, nistaqsiha kellhiex bzonn xi haga.

Kwazi hasditni ghax nizlet il-Gzira u jien inzilt
warajha. Baqghet ghal ftit minuti fejn hallietha 1-karozza,
quddiem 1-Empire Stadium, thares 'l isfel u ’1 fuq tat-triq
storbjuza; ma tafx x’tagbad taghmel. Stagsejtha jekk
kienx gralha xi haga u jekk nistax nghinha. Ma wegbitx
u, sadattant, wezintha ftit minn drieghha u warrabtha
minn fuq l-istejg. Stajt inhoss gisimha jirtoghod. Bqajt
inhares lejha nistenna twegiba imma hi baqghet cassa,
gisha mhix tifhem. Wara ftit, bla kliem xejn, infaqghet
tibki.

Ma kontx naf x’ged itaqqlilha galbha imma xtaqt
insabbarha. Bil-mod, imxejna lejn il-Gzira. Ma stajniex
nghagglu ghax il-qorq bdiet tkaxkru minghajr ma terfghu
mill-art. Bzajt li seta’ jtiha xi hass hazin u tistabat mal-
art. Bqajna mexjin bla ma fethet fommha. Waga’ d-dlam
f’salt u bdiet taqa’ I-lesha wkoll. Imbaghad dahhlet
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Il-bieb numru 11

Novella ta’ Lina Brockdorff

idha fil-but tad-dublett, harget bicca karta mghaffga u
mdennsa, newlithieli u qaltli, “Ghall-bzonnijiet tieghek,
binti! Ma nafx naqra! Aghmilli pjacir, ghidli x’hawn
miktub!”

Ghall-ewwel, iddarrast immiss dik il-hmieg ta’
karta imma, ladarba offrejt 1i nghin, ma kellix triq ohra
hlief li naghlaq ghajnejja ghall-irqaqat li kienu jsawruli
hajti. Ersaqt taht fanal tat-triq u, fuq il-karta, rajt isem u
indirizz: “Betty 1-Qormija, 11, Triq ix-Xatt, il-Gzira.”
Qrajtielha darbtejn gabel dak li qrajt beda jaghmel sens
ghaliha. Imbaghad, qarrset wiccha u, ghall-ewwel darba
minn xhin iltqajt maghha, harset dritt f* ghajnejja u, f’dik
il-harsa, rajt talba ghall-ghajnuna. Hadet nifs gawwi
’l gewwa u, bi tnehida, lissnet: “Il-Bambin baghtek!
Ghar-ruh min ghandek mejjet, binti. Sibli dal-post u,
wara, tista’ tmur ghax min jaf kemm telliftek hin. Forsi
hallejt 1il min jistenniek, ukoll!”

Ma wegibthiex. Il-karta li kelli f’idi hassejtha
tghabbini bir-responsabbilta. Issa kien imiss lili nibda
ndawwar wicci 'l hawn u ’1 hemm biex infittex il-post.
Kien dalam sew. Fit-triq fejn konna ma tantx hemm djar.
Kull fejn thares, hwienet tax-xorb, wiehed hdejn l-iehor.
Daqq storbjuz tal-juke boxes kien hiereg minn kull fejn
nghaddu. Imbaghad ilmahtu; bieb numru 11, imdeffes
bhal feles bejn zewg hwienet; bieb li, bejn ghax kien
dalam u bejn ghax kien fih passata fuq ohra ta’ zebgha
mgaxxra, ma tghidx x’lewn hu. In-numru 11 kien jidher
car fuq il-bieb imma xi haga bdiet izzommni lura li nghid
lix-xwejha 1i wasalna ghax irragunajt li hi ma kellhiex
x’taqsam ma’ dik id-dar. Veru li ma kontx naftha imma,
minn bixritha u mill-harsa t’ghajnejha, ikkonkludejt li
ma kinitx ged tfittex postijiet ta’ dik ix-xorta. Waqaft u
hi basret li kien hemm xi saram qed ihawwadni. Fil-fatt,
kont bejn halltejn jekk kellix naghtiha I-karta, nuriha
l-post u nitlaq.

Lehinha ftit gholi u urgenti hasadni. “Ghaliex
waqafna? Fittex wassalni, jekk joghgbok! M’ghandniex
hin x’nitilfu!” Inksirt, 1-aktar ghax, malli fethet fommha,
tlitt irgiel, li kienu weqfin bejn il-koxxa tal-bieb u hanut
tax-xorb, daru jharsu lejna b’harsa li ma tantx ghogbitni.
Ghafast il-buttuna tal-qanpiena tal-bieb numru 11 imma
ma smajt ebda cempila. Il-bieb ma kienx maghluq ghal
kollox imma, fl-istess hin, ma rajt ebda dawl mill-
velestrun ta’ fuq il-bieb.

Ix-xwejha regghet tilfet sabritha. Bdiet trembel
il-maktur wagqt li trossu mal-pala t’idha, qisha ma tafx
x’ser taghmel bih. Dak il-hin instema’ tfaqqiegh ta’ dahq
gej minn fuq u, wara, sensiela ta’ kliem li, ghall-ewwel,
hsibtu li mhux bil-Malti imma li ma domtx ma ndunajt
li kien kliem bil-Malti li ma tantx jien familjari mieghu.
Hassejtni mbarazzata! Dawwart harsti lejn l-irgiel li
kienu ghadhom mohhhom fina. F’daqqa wahda, bhal
waqa’ l-ghamad minn ghajnejja u bdejt nifhem xi haga.
Fhimt x’kienet dik id-dar u dawk 1-irgiel jistennew barra.

L-ewwel reazzjoni tieghi kienet 1i nitlaq nigri
imma riglejja hassejthom dghajfa. Kelli biss ghoxrin
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sena u mkejjen bhal dawk qatt ma kont rajthom qabel.
Ma kontx bahnana ghall-ahhar; kont naf 1i jezistu u
ghalfejn kienu imma kont naf ukoll li nies tal-affari
taghhom jaharbuhom dagslikieku kienu marda tittiched.
U jien mort hemm, proprju fil-qalba! Mur gib jarawni
ommi u missieri, jew shabi ta’ fuq ix-xoghol! Hassejtni
qisni f’holma kerha; go haddiela 1i, aktar ma tkun trid
tehles minnha, aktar tiggranfak u tahkmek. Xtaqt mhux
biss nahrab jien imma mieghi niehu lil dik ix-xwejha
li, b’xi zball, wassaltha s’hemm. Hi zgur 1i ma kellhiex
x’tagsam ma’ dak it-tip ta’ negozju.

Sadattant, kont ghadni qisni statwa tal-melh
u ma tharriktx minn fejn kont meta ragel minn dawk
it-tlieta resaq lejja u, b’lehen ta’ interess genwin, qalli:
“Sinjorina, jekk trid lil Betty, habbtilha 1-bieb ghax il-
ganpiena ma tahdimx!” Wara ftit zied: “Jekk m’intix
mghaggla, stenniha ftit ghax dalwagqt tinzel!”

Ix-xihahatfitu fil-kelma: ”Grazzi, iva, nistennew!”
Gharaq kiesah xaqq ghalija. Fuq il-bankina tal-faccata,
ghadda pulizija. Tana daqqa t’ghajn hafifa u baqa’ sejjer.
Smajt hsejjes minn gewwa resqin lejn il-bieb li nfetah
u deher tarag wieqaf imdawwal b’lampa tal-hamsa u
ghoxrin. Tfaccat mara ta’ madwar erbghin sena ma’ ragel
11, kollu zufjett, kien ged jghannagha u jaghfasha mieghu.
Meta qorbu u rawna, ic-cajt kesah. Ir-ragel sammarna
b’harstu u, bla kliem u bla sliem, hareg il barra.

[l-mara resqet lejna. B’id wahda, ippruvat tillixxa
xagharha mizbugh isfar wagqt li, bl-ohra, bis-sigarett
b’kollox u bic-cekeik ta’ ghadd ta’ cappetti tad-deheb,
zammet il-pavru t’ghonq il-libsa li, ikolli nghid, kellha
x1 buttuni neqsin. Mara qasira u mgissma, wiccha la
tista’ ssejjahlu sabih u lanqas ikrah. Halgha kbir imma
jidher akbar b’xuftejha mizbughin u mcallsin kif gie
gie. Ghajnejha kbar u skuri. Ma kinitx mara sabiha,
madankollu, xhin resqet biex tkellimna, wiccha xeghel
u donnu ha d-dawl. Ghajnejha li, gabel, kont tahsibhom

cassi, kellhom lehha ta’ merhba fihom.

Ix-xwejha gamet fuq taghha. “Geijt infittex lil
Gorg!” qaltilha. Mal-isem ta’ Gorg, wic¢ Betty inbidel.
Skiet ghal ftit sekondi. Ix-xwejha bezghet li Betty ma
fehmithiex u, waqt li dahhlet idha fil-basket u harget
flixkun zghir, tenniet, “Gorg marid u, jekk ma jehux din
... Lehinha spicca fix-xejn u bdiet tolfoq. “Taf fejn hu?
Ilek ma tarah? [lu gimgha nieqes mid-dar! Daqshekk ili
nistennieh!”

Betty baqghet issummata. Fl-ahhar, irmiet is-
sigarett u, “Idhlu,” qaltilna; “ghaddu gewwa!” Dhalna
u ghalget il-bieb. “Jumejn ilu, tah attakk iehor! Ghadu
fis-sodda; fuq!”

“Hudni hdejh, nitolbok!” galtilha x-xwejha.

“It-tabib jigi jarah kuljum u jien nixtrilu kulma
jehtieg. Ghidtlu biex jigi lura ghandek. Anki stagsejtu
jekk iridx imur l-isptar imma hu ghazel li jibqa’ hawn;
hdejja! Jien ma niccaqlagx minn hawn gew! Dejjem
hawn issibni; lejl u nhar ghax lil Gorg inhobbu! Itilghu
hdejh imma tantx tkellmuh u nitolbok, ma, toqghodx
tibki quddiemu!”

Jien ghidtilhom li sarli I-hin. Ix-xwejha temtmet
xi kliem ta’ radd il-hajr. Betty xtaqitni nibga’ imma jien
bqgajt ninsisti. Fethitli 1-bieb u hrigt. Ma tlaqtx ghax
stmerrejt lil Betty jew lid-dar fqajra taghha. Tlaqt b’sens
ta’ rispett. Deherli 1i ma kelli ebda dritt nagsam il-ferh
imdallam bil-bizgha u n-niket imsabbar bl-imhabba
meta Betty twassal lix-xwejha hdejn binha. Quddiem
ghajnejja, rajt zaghzugh marid. Hdejh, ommu. Hemm
ukoll mara li, kull min ihares lejha, jaghraf xoghlha.
Imma kemm minn dawk li jitkazaw biha jafuha sew
lil Betty? Taht dik il-qoxra ta’ prostituta, hemm mara
li tbigh lilha nnifisha biex tghajjex ir-ragel 1i thobb!
Ixxuttajt demgha u mxejt. Hassejtni xxurtjata li kont
iltgajt ma’ dik ix-xwejha, u ma’ Betty, ta’ bieb numru

KAppe]l

Grazzi bil-quddiem

fuq dan il-progett fejjiedi ghall-anzjani taghna:
Is-Sa Catherine Said (Valletta) - €40.00
Is-Sa Mary Anne De Marco (Birgu) - €10.00
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11, Triq ix-Xatt, il-Gzira.
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Jon VoiGuT IDPREN Jrre DaniiLs

TATLL IMPERIOLT

DaGMaRA DOMINGZA

This is the unassuming
title of a fanciful
little book, which 1
borrowed from my
daughter, written by
Mitch Albom and
published by Hyperion
in 2003. My daughter
started reading the
book but abandoned
it half way, because it
isn’t exactly her cup
of tea, she said. It’s a novel that attempts to explore the
mysteries that only heaven can unfold. I found it quite
intriguing and I consider it to be the most imaginative
book about the afterlife, when all will be revealed! 1say
when and not where deliberately because I now think
that the afterlife (if there is one) is a time and not a place.
But, what’s the difference? In his famous Theory of
Relativity, Albert Einstein argued that space and time are
one and the same thing; the space-time fabric. It might
be! Who knows? There are a lot of things we still don’t
understand about this universe in which we live.

BASED ON THE
NEW York TIMES
BrsT SELLER

I don’t wonder that my daughter didn’t like the book
while I did. Afterall,I am seventy-eight years old while
she is much younger. Perhaps, she’s just not ready for
it, yet. But I advised her to keep the book as I am sure
that she would appreciate it more when she is, let’s say,
over eighty.

According to Mitch Albom, in heaven, we are supposed
to meet five people. These five people may have been
loved ones or even total strangers. Yet, each of them
changed our life in one way or another and each one of
them has something to teach us about the meaning of
life on earth.

The book starts with The end because the first chapter
deals with the tragic death of the principal character
in the story. It might seem odd to start a story with an
ending. And yet, says the author, all endings are also
new beginnings. We just don’t know it at the time.

The book has a number of morals for all of us; things
which should be obvious but often aren’t. To start with,
our lives on this earth are all intertwined. Every action,
every word we say, everything we do, even anything
that we fail to do, all of these things touch other people’s
lives in ways that we can never imagine. There are no
random acts. We are all connected to each other and you
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The five people you meet in heaven

by Vincent Piccinino

cannot separate one life from another. Even people who
came before our time and things that happened before
we were born affect us. Think about it!

On a similar theme, I once watched a beautiful old film,
entitled It’s a Wonderful Life, starring the great James
Stewart. In the film, Stewart plays the part of a good man
who, once, felt so dejected by all the ills and ingratitude
of this world that, in a moment of despair, wished he
had never been born. For a moment, he was lost in a
terrible storm and, when he came through, he met an
angel (in the guise of a white-haired, old man) who
told him that his wish had been granted and that he was
sent here expressly to show him how the world would
be if he had, actually, never been born. He went to his
town where he noticed a lot of strange things. He went
to his place of work but they did not acknowledge his
existence there. He went home but, once again, nobody
knew him. He asked to see his younger brother but he
was told that their only child had drowned in the river
years before. He insisted that that couldn’t be because
he had jumped into the freezing river and saved him,
so much so that, in so doing, he had lost his sense of
hearing in one ear. But, suddenly, he realised that he
was no longer half-deaf, because the rescue had never
taken place, as he had never been born.

The five people you meet in heaven has other lessons to
teach us. Firstly, things are not always what they seem
and, so, we shouldn’t rush to judge others without any
feeling of empathy whatsoever. Secondly, we should
never surrender to hatred. Harbouring anger is a poison.
It eats you from inside. We think that hatred is a weapon
that attacks people who harm us. But hatred is a curved
blade and the harm we do, we do to ourselves. No one
is born with anger and, when we pass away, the soul is
freed from it.

The book sets you thinking. If a person had any way of
knowing that he is about to die, he would not dare go
to sleep. We do it calmly every night with a positive
expectation that we would wake up again the next
morning. The same with death; we shouldn’t be afraid
to die, not with just a simple hope but with an optimistic
expectation of a resurrection some place, some time.
Think of Adam’s first night on earth. When he lay
down to sleep, he must have thought that it was all over
because he didn’t know what sleep is. But it wasn’t all
over because Adam woke up for a new day, because
every end is a new beginning. And he had something
else as well. He had his yesterday. That’s what heaven
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is, claims the book, a time when you make sense of all
your yesterdays.

One final lesson in the book is that, because our lives are
all intricately linked to each other, no life is in vain and
no one is useless. By his humble job as a maintenance
man, taking good care of the rides in a fun park, the main
protagonist of the novel affected the lives of others by
keeping many people and many children safe and alive.
And, in their turn, they would affect other people’s lives
too, because we are all connected.

The end of the story tells us how lines form at the fun
park rides just as a line forms someplace else; five people,
waiting for a little girl to grow and to love and to age and
to die and, finally, have her questions answered; why she
lived and what she lived for. And, in this latter line, is
a whiskered old man who is waiting to share his part of
the secret of heaven, namely, that each affects the other

and the other affects the next and the world is full of
stories but the stories are all one.

Faced with adversity and all the tribulations and trials
of life in this world, we often ask why. Why does God
allow pain, injustices and human suffering? Why is it
that, sometimes, one dies and another one lives? Why
me? Why does it have to be like this? “Would it spoil
some vast, eternal plan, if it were otherwise?” asked
the fiddler in another film. Why did no one warn me in
time of the mundane consequences of my daily deeds
and actions? Why? Why? Why? We may never know
the answer to such philosophical questions in this life.
For answers, according to Mitch Albom, heaven awaits;
when, supposedly, all will be revealed by the five people
you meet there. Is that true? I hope so but, of course,
like all of you, I don’t know. We can only speculate
and, so, we just have to wait and see; if we really ever
have that chance.

Ninu l-pustier kien
ragel gsajjar, ma fih
xejn, kien hafif u,
fuq kollox, biezel.
Kien jghix f’rahal
ckejken fejn kien ilu
ghal zmien twil jaqdi
n-nies t’hemmhekk.
Ma kontx tistaqsih
ghal xi triq jew xi sqaq li ma kienx jghidlek kulma tkun
trid taf minghajr dewmien ghax ir-rahal Ninu l-pustier
kien jafu, tista’ tghid, bl-amment. Kont tilmhu gej b’dik
ir-rota qadima li kellu, bil-barzakka mimlija ittri. Kont
tarah iserrep fit-triq minn kantuniera ghall-ohra, minn
hajt ghall-iehor, ihabbat bieb bieb, inewwel dik l-ittra
lil dawk 1i jkunu herqana jistennew minghand uliedhom
jew grabathom li jkunu emigraw ’il boghod minn xtutna,
jew inkella minghand xi nutar li jkun irid ikellimhom
fuq xi wirt.

Fi Zmien il-Milied, in-nies tar-rahal kienu jistennew lil
Ninu l-pustier bil-herqa. U dan mhux biss biex itthom
l-ittri u 1-kartolini, imma biex jitilqulu dik ix-xi haga
tal-flus f’idejh b’radd ta’ hajr ta’ kemm kien qdihom
matul is-sena kollha.

Xi whud kienu anki jdahhluh fl-intrata u jtuh xi grokk
flimkien ma’ xi bicca kejk tajba. Ninu kien japprezza
kemm kienu jhobbuh in-nies tar-rahal. Huwa kien ilu
snin twal hemmbhekk u kien hemm xi whud li anki kienu
jsejhulu s-Sur Nin ghax, ghalihom, li wiehed ikun jaf
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Ninu l-pustier

Kitba tas-Sinjura Rita Atanasio

jagrau jikteb, kien gisu xi filosfu. In-nies tar-rahal kienu
jirrispettawh lil Ninu I-pustier ghax mhux darba jew tne-
jn kien jieqaf bil-pacenzja kollha biex ifissrilhom dak li
Jkun hemm miktub f’xi ittra jew f’xi formola tal-Gvern
li jkunu rcevew. Il-bicca l-kbira tan-nies tar-rahal ma
kinux jafu jagraw u jiktbu u, ghaldagstant, lil Ninu kienu
jqisuh dagslikieku kien xi genju.

Kif il-barzakka tal-ittri tibda tehfief, ikun ifisser li qorob
nofsinhar. Ninu kien ipoggi r-rota magenb ir-remissa
ta’ Sidor tal-imbid u kien jidhol fil-hanut biex jitrejjaq
b’xi ftira mhawwra bil-basal, bil-kappar, biz-zebbug u
xi bicca gbejna tal-bzar. Wara, kien inizzel dik il-qa-
tra mbid tal-ghenba mill-itjeb 1i Sidor kien jaghsar
mill-gheneb tieghu stess. Lil Sidor, kulhadd kien ifittxu
ghall-imbid bnin u helu li kien jaf jaghmel.

Anki t-tfal tar-rahal kollha drawh lil Ninu u kienu jhob-
buh ukoll u spiss kienu jieqfu jkellmuh. Irridu nghidu
wkoll 1i mhux l-ewwel darba li, mieghu, kien jiehu xi
borza helu biex ikun jista’ jgassamulhom. Ninu minn
dejjem kien galbu tajba u, ghalhekk, kulhadd kien
thobbu.

[llum, Ninu l-pustier beda jhossu ghajjien u z-zmien
lanqgas jaf kif ghadda minn fuqu. Riglejh m’ghadhomx
li kienu. Meta jkun id-dar, arah jintasab fuq siggu tas-so-
da hdejn l-antiporta u hemm joqghod jaqra l-gazzetta.
Imnalla li ghandu lil ohtu, ftit izghar minnu, li ghazlet
li tibga’ xebba, u tiehu hsiebu hi ghax kieku kien jisfa
wahdu filwaqt li, maghha, huha Ninu ma jongsu asso-
lutament xejn.
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Saver u Marianna ma
kellhom ebda nkwiet fi
xjuhithom ghajr dak li
Jigli maz-zmien; artrite,
pressjoni tilghab u xi
ftit ugiegh ’1 hawn u
’l hinn. Xejn ta’ barra
minn hawn. Imma,
jum wiehed, fegg ghawg mhux mistenni. Investiment
li kellhom bin-naqra li kienu gemmghu mar hazin.
Ghalhekk, Saver cempel lin-neputi tieghu, Charlot, li
kien accountant.

“Bongu, zi. Kif int dalghodu?” gallu n-neputi b’lehen
akkoljenti.

“Hazin hafna, Charlot,” wiegbu Saver.

“Ghala zi? X gara?” rega’ stagsa Charlot.

“Ghadni kemm tlift sitt elef ewro fuq l-investiment li
ghandi.” gallu l-anzjan.

“Eh, jien ghidtlek biex nohodlok hsiebu jien zi, imma
int rasek iebsa u aktar tafda lill-barranin milli lil ta’
gewwa,” qallu Charlot.

“Jien minghalija li mort ghand espert; FT Invest!” tenna
z-ziju. “Gabuni sew! Basta kollhom uffi¢ini moderni u
computers!”

“Ha nghidlek zi, lil FT Invest ma nathomx u gatt ma
smajt bihom!” gallu Charlot. “Nhar il-Gimgha, nigi
nkellmek u, imbaghad, hudni ghandhom u naraw.
Tajjeb hekk?”

“Jekk tista’, nirringrazzjak,” qallu l-anzjan, “ghax jien
ma nafx kif ser nagbad nghidilha lil Marianna li tlifna
dawk il-flus kollha!”

I-Gimgha filghodu, Saver ma kellux sabar jistenna u
ddecieda li jmur ikellem lid-direttur tal-F'T Invest. Meta
wasal, ra xi haga li ssummatu. Hiereg mill-bieb ta’ FT
invest, ra lil Charlot li, jumejn gabel, qallu li gatt ma
sema’ bihom. Saver malajr xamm xi haga tinten. Stahba
wara karozza, pogga bilqieghda fuq targa ta’ bieb, halla
xi kwarta tghaddi u dahal 1-ufficju.

“Ghandi bzonn inkellem lis-sur Farrugia, sinjorina,”
qal Saver lir-receptionist.

Dak il-hin, is-Sur Farrugia nzerta hareg mill-ufficju u,
malli ra lil Saver, instaram u wiccu bjad.

“Hawn das-sinjur irid ikellmek Sur Farrugia,” qaltlu
t-tfajla.

“Ejja fl-ufficju tieghi,” qallu s-Sur Farrugia b’lehen
imqit.

“Ghadu kemm kien hawn in-neputi, Charlot,” qal Saver
bla tlagliq. “Fugiex tkellimtu?”

“Jiddispjacini, Sur Bonello, imma jien ma nistax
nghidlek dak li nkun iddiskutejt ma’ klijenti ohrajn,”
gallu s-Sur Farrugia.
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Investiment li jrendi

Novella ta’ Anthony Said mill-Furjana

“Lanqas jekk dak li tkellimtu fuqu jikkoncerna lili?”
stagsa Saver li kien gisu vulkan ser jisbroffa.

“Dak li tkellimna fuqu ... ” beda jghidlu d-direttur,
imma ma kompliex ghax l-anzjan gam bis-salt minn
fuq is-siggu, dar mal-iskrivanija u hatfu minn ghonqu.
“Issa ser tghidli ezatt ghala gie hawn in-neputi meta,
jumejn ilu, lili qalli 1i qatt ma sema’ bikom,” ghajjat
Saver wagqt li, b’idejh, beda jaghfaslu 1-vini t’ghonqu,
“imma jidher li intom tafuh sew!”

“Hallini ... ajma .... gqed tifgani ... 7 qallu d-direttur
b’ghajnejh maghsurin, bi snienu mhezza u bl-gharaq
itir minn wiccu.

“Ejja, ja imbruljun; ghidli fuqiex tkellimtu!” insista
Saver i kompla jaghfaslu gerzumtu. “Tkellem ghax
hazin ghalik jekk ma tghidlix!”

“Orrajt ... orrajt ... nghidlek ... imma hallili ghonqi
... ghax se tifgani!” laglaq is-Sur Farrugia li nduna li
Saver ma kienx ser jitilqu gabel ma jtarraflu kollox.
Ghalhekk, minkejja 1i bilkemm seta’ jitkellem, is-Sur
Farrugia qal lil Saver bil-pjan dijaboliku li Charlot u
hu kienu ftiehmu fuqu biex in-neputi jiskappricca lil
zijuh. Kien hawn li Saver telaq lis-Sur Farrugia li beda
joghrok ghonqu u jqahqah ghax kien ghoddu faga.
Qabel hareg, Saver wissieh biex ma jitkellem ma’ hadd
dwar dak li gara.

F’nofsinhar, wasal Charlot, kunfidenti, bil-bagalja
f’idu u bi tbissima fuq wiccu. “Halli nibbrifjak qabel
immorru, zi,” qal lil zijuh. “Inti taf li investiment mhux
dejjem imur tajjeb; daqqa joghla u daqqa jinzel. Trid
tkun taf x’qed jigri u, allura, ahjar ikollok lil xi hadd li
jifhem, mhux hekk?”

“Int donnok tithem, hux, Charlot,” qallu z-ziju, “ghax
int accountant. Fil-fatt, ged niskanta kif ma tafhomx
lil FT Invest ghax, dalghodu, rajtek hiereg mill-ufficju
taghhom!” gallu b’ton imgqit Saver. In-neputi ssomma.
“Kellimt lis-Sur Farrugia u qalli kollox,” kompla
l-anzjan, kif ra 1i l-iehor baqa’ bla kliem. “Qalli i
l-investiment tieghi mhux talli m’ghamilx telf imma
kwazi rdoppja fil-valur. Minflok telf ta’ sitt elef ewro,
ghamilt qliegh ta’ dsatax-il elf, Sur accountant!”

“Dak mhux suppost qallek dawn l-affarijiet,” qallu
n-neputi rrabjat. “Dik informazzjoni kunfidenzjali!
Ittradieni, ja gakbin li hu!”

“Mhux ezatt,” tenna Saver, “ghax, fil-fatt, ipprova
jzomm kollox sigriet, miskin, imma jien ghafastlu
dagsxejn il-gewza t’ghonqu sakemm Il-informazzjoni
kunfidenzjali harget minn halqu!”

“Orrajt, zi! Lest naghtik il-valur originali kollu tal-
investiment tieghek. Hekk ma tkun tlift xejn, eh, xi
tghid zi?” qallu Charlot.

“M’intix wiccek tost ukoll!” ghajjat Saver li ma setax
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jemmen li neputih kien daqshekk halliel. “Jien il-flus
kollha rrid; disgha u tletin elf, Charlot, ghax dawk
tieghi. Int m’ghamilt xejn hlief ippruvajt timbruljani!”
“Jien ma nimbrolja lil hadd,” qal l-accountant kollu
rabja u suppervja. “Ghax ma tghidx li int gammiel u
trid izzomm kollox ghalik?”

Ghal dal-kliem, Saver tilitha u laghablu daqqa ta’ ponn
go nofs geddumu. Charlot ma rahiex gejja u, bl-impatt,
qabez zewg piedi lura u nstabat mal-art. “Kris, Nicky,
tistghu tigu,” ghajjat Saver u, minnufih, zewg guvnotti,

hekk kif ra lil kuginuh stirat f’nofs is-salott.
“Ghamluli pjacir,” qalilhom zijuhom waqt li hareg ic-
cavetta tal-karozza mill-but ta’ Charlot, “ohorguli dal-
bicca mbarazz minn hawn u huduh fil-karozza tieghu!”
1z-zewg kugini qabdu lil Charlot, garrewh ’il barra u
tefghuh fil-karozza. Ftit hin wara, waslet Marianna
minn barra. Saver ma qalilha xejn imma, kif waslu
1-flus mill-bejgh tal-investiment, taha sorpriza; cruise
ta’ gimgha qalb il-fjordi Norvegizi. Tassew li kien
investiment li rrenda!

kugini ta’ Charlot, tfaccaw mill-kcina.
“Illallu kif hallejtu stordut ghall-festi, zi!” qal Nicky

Mid-dar ghall-isptar u lura
Kitba ta’ Karmenu Mallia

U mela! Tliet kelmiet li, hekk kif tagrahom, nisthajjilkom tghidu: “Issa? Allura? Hawn
tant nies li jaghmlu hekk!” Iva, imma, fil-kaz tieghi, huma hekk marbutin flimkien li
jifformaw trilogija ghalihom. Veru, ma jixbhux it-trilogija li ppubblikatli -BDL snin
ilu taht l-isem: “Patrijotti u Gakbini”, fejn il-grajjiet jigru taht il-hakma tat-tliet Gran
Mastri, Pinto, Ximenes u Hompesch. Proprjament, dawn huma tliet rumanzi ghal
kollox differenti u indipendenti minn xulxin. Li jghagqadhom fi Trilogija huma t-tliet
Gran Mastri.

Forsi tghidu: “Imma dan x’ghandu x’jagsam mad-dar u l-isptar u lura?” Ghandu u
m’ghandux. Imma ha nibda l-istorja mic-Centru ta’ Parigi fejn, darba, qattajt sitt xhur
fuq scholarship moghti mill-Gvern Franciz u ghad ghandi hajra kbira li nerga’ nzur
dik il-belt. Imma l-ewwel irrid nara z-zmien X parir jaghtini.

Mhux l-ewwel darba li kont mort Parigi. Snin qabel, qattajt tliet snin mill-isbah ta’ hajti fin-nofsinhar ta’ Franza
nistudja I-filosofija u, minn hemm, spiss kont nitla’ sal-kapitali. Fic-centru ta’ Parigi, hemm post jismu Avenue des
Champs-Elisées, bejn Place de la Concorde u Place Charles de Gaulle fejn hemm 1-Arc de Triomph. Post storbjuz
veru, imma meraviljuz u tal-genn. Spiss kont immur hemm, jew nikteb xi ittra jew noqghod naqra xi ftit. Darba fost
l-ohrajn, resaq magenbi xwejjah, hares lejja b’mod kurjuz, ipponta sebghu u galli: “Int m’intix Franciz!”

Ma stajtx nghidlu iva; kien zgur jinduna ghax, ghalkemm Franciz kont naf sew, xorta tinqabad ghax l-accent
jikxfek. Imbaghad hasadni ghax stagsieni jekk gattx kont l-isptar. Jien tbissimt u ghedtlu: “Tghid mhux kulhadd, xi
darba jew ohra, ikollu jmur l-isptar?”

“Hemm int! Tagbel mieghi! Jien, f’ghaxar snin, kelli mmur darbtejn.” U beda jirrakkontali bil-pacenzja
kollha. Billi ma kellix x’naghmel, irragunajt li, billi nhallih jiftah qalbu meghi, ma nitlef xejn. Karita mal-proxxmu;
mhux hekk?

Ix-xwejjah inxtehet bilgieghda hdejja. “Dags tmien snin ilu,” qalli, “kont id-dar wahdi, ghax il-mara harget
tixtri u, f’daqqa wahda, saqajja l-leminija cediet u hassejt ugigh kbir; qisu xi hadd beda jitfaghli I-vlegeg. X naghmel?
Ghal mument, mohhi hassejtu vojt. Imbaghad gbadt il-mobile u cempilt lill-mara u lit-tfal. Kieku malajr gew jahasra!
Avolja, biex issuq fit-toroq ta’ Parigi trid il-hin. Biex ma ntawwalx,” komplieli, “kelli nghaddi minn operazzjoni
tas-slipped disc u bqajt inbati bl-ugigh in-naha t’isfel ta’ dahri sal-lum. U issa kelli nghaddi minn ohra.”

“Jaqaw?” ghidtlu jien biex inkompli mieghu.

U x-xwejjah baqa’ jirrakkonta: “Ftit ilu, il-mara talbitni ngibilha kikkra ¢ikkulata shuna. Mela jien u riesaq
lejha bil-kikkra f’idi, hassejtni ninqata’ mill-art u ntir ghan-naha 1-ohra tal-kamra. Il-kikkra taret minn idejja u jien
wagqajt fuq ix-xellug tieghi imma, haga tal-iskantament, fuq ix-xellug ma hassejt xejn. Dak 1i hassejt kien fuq il-le-
min, fejn ma hbattx! U ergajna. Igri igri ghall-isptar. Ambulanza u ma damux ma regghu operawni. Min operani
spjegali li I-ghadma tal-koxxa l-leminija fagqghet meta kont ghadni bilwieqfa u ghalhekk waqajt. Imbaghad,” kompla
x-xwejjah, “beda martirju iehor ghax ridt naghmel it-terapija. Sagrificju imma, minghajrha, ma taghmilx progress.
Ma nafx kemm ili sejjer hekk; mid-dar ghall-isptar u lura!”

Ghalhekk mid-dar ghall-isptar u lura imma se jkolli nieqaf hawn ghax dak ix-xwejjah hallieni bla kliem u bla
sliem. Lanqas sellimli jew qalli s-soltu, “Au revoir!” Ghalfejn? Imma ma jimpurtax. Il-Bambin mieghu! U maghkom
ukoll. Xejn ma nghidilkom hbieb anzjani, ma nintelqux ghax inkella nixjiehu qabel il-waqt; mhux hekk?
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TISLIBA

Nru.114

Minn Albert Howard Madiona

Mimdudin:
1. Id-....,jitwieled mieghek (6)
5. Ghadda minn operazzjoni (6)
10. Ilwien blu bhal tas-sema bla shab (3)
12. Nieqgsa mis-smiegh (5)
14. Arroganti; Wiccu tost (5)
15. L-iktar xahar (4)
16. Nota muzikali (2)
17. Ghandu I-hila; Kapaci (5)
19. Karba minn kelma (5)
22. Miksija b’folja tad-deheb (8)
24. Hares lejh (3)
25. Tat-tarf; Tal-ahhar (6)
28. Tintuza biex jitkebbsu x-xemghat (5)
31. Skarga tir (5)
33. Terribbli; Li jahsdek (7)
35. L-isem tieghek (5)
37. Sadattant; Limitu ta’ (2)
38. Grad anqas minn kaptan (6)
39. Vaganza (5)

Weqfin:
2. Skansa; Sab skuza (5)
. Frotta ratba tajba (4)
. Dawn gejjin minn naha ta’ fuq I-Ewropa (7)
. Quddiem tal-opri tal-bahar (5)
. Gusti; Kapaci; Kompetenti (6)
. Helsien mill-kastig (6)
.Isem ta’ rahal jew kunjom (6)
11. Internal Revenue Service (1.1.1)
13. Referee (7)
18. Wiehed mis-sagramenti (4)
20. Dak li jnaqqas il-helsien (7)
21.1d-dinja; Tista’ tibni fugha (3)
23. imholl f’idejn ir-rieda ta’ Alla (9)
26. Is-sengha tad-daqq; Kanta (6)
27. Bastoncin li juri s-setgha ta’ Re (6)
29. Bl-amment; Kif gie gie (6)
30. Xejra; Dehra; Xehta (6)
32. Driegh Ingliz! (3)
34. Guze Mercer (5)
36. Ilvant (3)

O 01N W

Premju: It-tislibiet tajbin li nircievu bil-posta, sal-ewwel xahar minn meta johrog il-fuljett, jittellghu bil-polza biex jinghata
premju ta’ D10.
Il-Premju ghat-tisliba numru 113 intrebah mis-Sinjura A. Schiberras — Mosta, Prosit!

Soluzzjoni tat-tisliba tal-harga numru 113

Mimdudin: 1.rigal, 5. ¢raret, 10. mea, 12. arbli, 14. ahhar, 15. lehh, 16. eh, 17. appik, 19. nahqa, 22. nawfragi, 24. rat, 25.
beltin, 28. umani, 31. nejba, 33. tikmixa, 35. fende, 37. af, 38. armier u 39. aruka.

Weqfin: 2. iblah, 3. alma, 4. isahhan, 6. rabba, 7. tabakk, 8. karlin, 9. garrew, 11. ehe, 13. impagna,

18. patt, 20. hrejjef, 21. qal, 23. rtukkatur, 26. nahlef, 27. astratt, 29. isaqqi, 30. insara, 32 ann, 34. ibnek u 36. dar.
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Zbalji postali
Sensiela mal-Gozo Philatelic Society b’kitha ta’ Antoine Vassallo Anonimi

Fost 1-izbalji filatelici, mhumiex neqsin dawk il-bolol li jinsew jiktbulhom I-isem
tal-pajjiz li harighom. Imma, irrid infakkar li, peress li I-invenzjoni tal-bolli bdiet
mill-Ingilterra fl-1840, il-bolli tal-Gran Brittanja ghandhom il-“privilegg” i,
flok I-isem, juru bust, jew Xi haga simili, tar-Re jew tar-Regina, skont min ikun
is-sovran dak iz-zmien.

Nibda b’ezempju mill-Moldova, pajjiz ex-Sovjetiku li anki nsejhulu 1-Moldavja.
F’Jannar tal-2021, riedu jiccelebraw ic-centinarju mit-twelid ta’ Valeriu Gafencu
li, wara hajja deskritta bhala ta’ nisrani konvint, miet fl-1952 fil-habs tar-regim.
Tqgabbdet id-disinjatrici Elena Karachentseva imma, probabbli mhux htija taghha,
|l thalliet barra 1-kelma Moldova. Il-bicca solvewha billi regghu harguha korretta
sitt xhur wara.
AL Soluzzjoni totalment differenti kienu ghazluha
I-Lussemburgu meta hargulhom zewg bolli
minghajr l-isem fis-sena 2017. Dawn iffurmaw is-sett annwali “Europa” li dik ;jﬂ iilﬁ “ "“ i“
is-sena kellu t-tema tal-palazzi jew kastelli u ghazluhom prominenti sew. i .l l B U “ " i u . t

. . . . e eutalrde‘ﬂemn )
Wahda kienet turi dak ta’ Beggen li nbena fl-1895 u sar l-ambaxxata tar-Russja. P eeost 2017 poSTES 8. CARTER

L-ohra wriet dak ta’ Dommeldange, eventwalment l-ambaxxata ta¢-Cina.
Hemm min qal (b’cajtha jew le ma nafx) li ma wrewx l-isem tal-pajjiz peress li,
teknikamant, ambaxxata hija territorju barrani. Imma dan ma kienx intenzjonat
ghax, ftit gimghat wara, dawn il-folji gabruhom kollha lura. Allura, nimmagina li
dan kien, proprjament, rizultat ta’ nuqqas ta’ attenzjoni min-naha tad-disinjatur,
Ben Carter, jew tal-istamperija (fil-Belgju).

assssssasnsasasasaasaa
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Immorru {’pajjiz iehor Ewropew. Ghall-Milied tal-1995,
q il-Portugal ghazlu li juru I-Arkanglu Gabriel, disinn gustuz
| ta’ Luis Filipe de Abreu. Din il-bolla tezisti f’zewg versjonijiet:
wahda bl-isem fil-fidda bil-kemm jidher isfel (jew sahansitra
rasu ’l isfel bi zball) u ohra anonima.

U naghlaq bil-Gnus Maghquda li Johorgu settijiet fi tliet tipi
(ghal New York bl-Ingliz, ghal Ginevra bil-Franciz u ghal
Vjenna bil-Germaniz).

Ghas-Sena tal-Foresta 2011, is-settijiet jidhru bla riferenza ghall-United Nations fil-
lingwi kollha. Imma, jekk ikollok l-apparat necessarju, tiskopri li s-simbolu tal-Gnus Maghquda (11 nafuh 1lkoll)
tista’ tarah ghax stampat b’metodu fosforexxenti ghal skopijiet ta’ sigurta. Madankollu, fl-ahhar mill-ahhar,
ammettew li l-intenzjoni originali kienet li 1-isem, fil-fatt, kellu jkun stampat b’linka normali wkoll.
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Pitturi famuzi

Kitba ta’ Vincent Piccinino

Claude Monet 1840 — 1926

Claude Monet huwa meqjus bhala 1-fundatur tal-Impressjonizmu (il-prekursur tal-arti
| moderna) specjalment ghal mod kif kien ipingi n-natura kif kien jaraha hu. Twieled
| Parigi fl-14 ta’ Novembru tal-1840. Minn ckunitu, wera t-talenti artistici tieghu u, ta’
hmistax-il sena, kien diga jaqla’ I-flus billi jpingi karikaturi, u sahansitra anki portraits,
ta’ nies li kienu jafuh. _

Matul il-gwerra Franco-Prussjana, kien jghix ot
Londra u 1-Olanda, biex ma jingabadx bil-lieva.
F’Londra, kien impressjonat kif Joseph Turner ittratta
d-dawl, b’mod specjali fil-kwadru li juri ¢-cpar fuq
ix-xmara Thames.

Claude Monet sar ossessjonat bid-dawl. Infatti,
ghamel id-dawl bhala c-centru tax-xoghlijiet tieghu. Ried juri kif id-dawl jibdel
il-kulur u, allura, dan jibdel anki l-percezzjoni tar-realta. Minhabba li d-dawl u
t-temp jinbidlu, kemm minn hin ghal hin matul il-jum kif ukoll minn stagun ghal
iehor, huwa kien ipingi l-istess xena ghal hafna drabi f’hinijiet u fi zminijiet differenti biex ikun jista’ jagbad din
il-bidla kemm fid-dawl u d-dellijiet u anki dik li tigri mal-moghdija tal-istaguni. Minhabba f’hekk ukoll, spiss
kien jahdem fuq canvases, differenti; gieli anki fuq tmienja fl-istess wagqt.

Il-kelma ’Impressjonizmu’ giet mill-isem ta’ pittura tieghu, Impression,
soleil levant, li huwa ghamel u esebixxa fis-sena 1874. Il-konservattivi kienu
kritici hafna u kienu jqisu din it-tip ta’ tpingija bhala xi haga mhux spiccata.

- F1-1883, Monet kera dar gewwa Giverny. Din kienet dar kbira u sabiha bi

gnien li kien fih minn kollox u, ghal snin, id-dar u I-gnien kienu I-mottiv principali
| tat-tpingijiet tieghu; specjalment il-gnien li, ghal erfbghin sena shah, kien ghalih
| l-ikbar sors ta’ ispirazzjoni. Kien jiehu hsiebu b’reqga kbira tant li, fi Zmien
minnhom, kellu jahdmu ghalih xejn inqas minn seba’ gardinara.

F1-1899, beda jpingi I-famuzi Water Lilies, xoghol li okkupah kontinwament
ghal ghoxrin sena. Infatti, dawn kienu l-ahhar serje ta’ tpingijiet, u l-aktar
ambizzjuzi, ta’ hajtu. Immaginaw; ghamel iktar minn mitejn u hamsin minnhom.

Imma mhux kollox kien ward u zghar ghax, minkejja zminijiet ta’ Certa affluenza, hija tassew hasra li
Monet ghadda hatna minn hajtu bil-kredituri jigru warajh biex ihallashom il-flus li kienu silfuh. Hija ironika wkoll
li bosta minn dawn l-artisti, inkluz Claude Monet, ghaddew il-bicca 1-kbira minn hajjithom kwazi fil-fagar biex
imbaghad, wara mewthom, il-kwadri li hallew warajhom bdew igibu I-miljuni u EEEE TR
jsibu ruhhom fl-agwa muzewijiet tad-dinja. F1-2004, pittura ta’ Monet bl-isem 2
ta’ London, the Parliament, effects of Sun in the Fog inbiegh ghal aktar minn [g
ghoxrin miljun dollaru Amerikan. U, fl-2008, kwadru mis-sensiela tal-Water &
Lilies inbiegh b’irkant u gab aktar minn tmenin miljun dollaru.

Kwadru tieghu msejjah La Grenouillére tal-1869 jinsab fil-Metropolitan &
Museum of Art fi New York filwaqt li La Plage de Trouville tal-1870 gieghed
fin-National Gallery ta’ Londra. o

Intant, ghall-habta tal-1913, Monet beda jitlef mid-dawl t’ghajnejh.
Minhabba f’hekk, fis-snin ta’ wara, il-percezzjoni tieghu tal-kuluri batiet u 1-pitturi tieghu ta’ din l-epoka huma
xi ftit iktar skuri. Beza’ jaghmel l-operazzjoni tal-katarretti u, minflok, biex jirmedja, beda jikteb l-ismijiet tal-
kuluri fuq l-istoccijiet taz-zebgha biex ma jhallathomx, beda jzomm il-kuluri fuq
il-paletta tieghu b’certa ordni stretta u anki jilbes kappell tat-tibna biex jilgaghlu
r-raggi tax-xemx. Eventwalment, fl-1923, sab il-kuragg biex jaghmel l-operazzjoni
u, meta rega’ beda jara I-kuluri sew, hassar u rranga kemm-il tila li kien pinga
qabel ghamel l-operazzjoni.

Claude Monet miet b’kancer fil-pulmun fil-5 ta’ Dicembru tal-1926 fl-eta
ta’ sitta u tmenin sena. Fil-funeral, il-habib tieghu Clemenceau nehha 1-faldrappa
sewda minn fuq it-tebut ghax qal li Monet ma kienx ihobbu l-iswed u, minflokha,
ghamel bicca drapp iffjurita.
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