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Ix-Xoghol tas-Segretarjat Parlamentari ghall-Anzjanita Attiva

Ghal Hajja Ahjar ghall-Anzjani f’Malta

Is-Segretarjat Parlamentari ghall-Anzjanita Attiva
gieghed kontinwament jahdem biex jsahhah
il-kwalita tal-hajja tal-anzjani f’Malta u Ghawdex
billi jkompli jzommhom attivi fil-komunita.
IlI-vizjoni ewlenija hija 1i nsahhu s-sehem
tal-anzjani fil-komunita permezz ta' programmi li
jippromwovu l-involviment, is-sahha mentali u
fizika, kif ukoll il-volontarjat. Bhala parti minn dan
l-impenn, ged nahdmu wkoll biex jinfethu aktar
¢entri moderni ghall-anzjani, fejn ikunu jistghu
jaghmlu attivita fizika, jiltagghu ma’ haddiehor, u
jkomplu jizviluppaw it-talenti taghhom.

Wahda mill-inizjattivi ewlenin hija I-kampanja
"Qatt Mhu Tard," li theggeg lill-persuni ta’ ’l fuq
minn 65 sena jwettqu I-holm taghhom li gatt ma
kellhom l-opportunita jwettqu. L-ewwel fazi
tal-kampanja ffokat fuq il-muzika, fejn anzjani
setghu jipprezentaw il-proposti taghhom u jir¢ievu
l-appogg finanzjarju mehtieg biex iwettqu I-progetti
taghhom. Il-kampanja ged tkompli tinkoraggixxi
l-anzjani biex juzaw it-talenti taghhom u jibqghu
jaghmlu differenza f’kull stadju tal-hajja.

Bhalissa l-ahhar

ghaddeijin
ghall-"Premju Anzjanita Attiva 2024," li se jsir
fis-18 ta’ Ottubru taht il-patroc¢inju tal-President ta’
Malta. Dan il-premju annwali japprezza u jheggeg
dawk li jappoggjaw il-kuncett ta’ anzjanita attiva

preparamenti

permezz ta’ diversi  kategoriji, fosthom
Innovazzjoni u Teknologija, Anzjanita Kulturali,
Anzjanita Sportiva, Volontarjat, u Solidarjeta
Intergenerazzjonali. I¢-Cerimonja tal-premjazzjoni
mhux biss ticcelebra kisbiet individwali u kollettivi
izda tkompli twassal messagg importanti dwar
il-valur tal-anzjani fis-socjeta.

L-inizjattivi ged jkomplu jsahhu Il-ispirtu ta’
komunita, bhalma rajna fil-Fun Run organizzata
gewwa San Vincenz de Paul. Din l-attivita, li
ghaqqdet anzjani u zghazagh, wriet b’mod car li
l-eta m’ghandhiex tkun limitazzjoni ghall-attivita
fizika u I-ferh li g¢gib maghha.

Dawn l-inizjattivi huma biss parti mix-xoghol vast
li gieghed jaghmel is-Segretarjat Parlamentari
ghall-Anzjanita Attiva. L-ghan taghna huwa i
nkomplu nahdmu biex l-anzjani f’pajjizna jibqghu
attivi, indipendenti, u jgawdu minn kwalita ta’ hajja
ahjar fil-komunita taghhom.
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‘L-ANZJANI LLUM’ huwa
lehen il-Kunsill Nazzjonali
tal-Anzjani li johrog
bla hlas kull tliet xhur
biex izomm lill-Anzjani
kollha infurmati b’dak
li ged jigri dwarhom u
ghalihom, u biex jaqsam
maghhom il-veduti, ideat
u suggerimenti taghhom.
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EDITORJAL
Hbieb Anzjani, Insellmilkom

Jikteb Vincent Piccinino - Editur

Inhobb nikteb dwar personalitajiet favoriti tieghi li, tista’
tghid, kulhadd ikun sema’ bihom. Imma, kieku kelli
nistagsi, “Min kien Danny Kaye?” ibqghu certi li hafna
miz-zghazagh tal-lum jghidulek li gqatt ma semghu bih. Jien
ghandi soft spot ghal Danny Kaye u, allura, nahseb li mhux
bizzejjed li nghid li Danny Kaye kien attur Amerikan,
kummidjant, kantant, u zeffien.

David Daniel Kaminsky twieled fi Brooklyn, New York, fit-18 ta’ Jannar
tal-1911, minn genituri emigranti Ukreni Lhud. Attenda fi skola (li, illum, iggib
ismu) fejn kien jallegra lil shabu bil-kant u ¢-¢ajt tieghu. Ix-xewqa tieghu kienet li
jsir kirurgu imma I-familja ma kinitx taffordja edukazzjoni fi skola medika. Wara
l-iskola, ipprova diversi xoghlijiet imma, mid-dehra, kien dizastru totali ghax
dejjem kien jispicca jitkecca mix-xoghol. Tke¢¢a minn agenzija tal-assikurazzjoni
meta ghamel zball li sewa lill-kumpanija erbghin elf dollaru (xi sitt mitt elf dollaru
tal-lum). U dentist ke¢¢ieh meta, fil-break, qabdu jtagqab it-toqob fl-injam bl-
ghodda sofistikata u delikata tad-dentistrija. L-ironija kienet li, fl-1939, fi Florida,
Danny Kaye Itaga’ ma’ tfajla jisimha Sylvia (li, minghajr ma kien jaf, kienet it-tifla
ta’ dak l-istess dentist li darba kien jahdem mieghu) ipproponielha z-zwieg, harbu
flimkien u zzewgu.

Danny Kaye beda karriera fix-show business f1-1933 billi naghqad ma’
kumpanija tal-vaudeville meta uza l-istage-name Danny Kaye ghall-ewwel darba.
Wara tour fl-Istati Uniti, f1-1934, din il-kumpanija bdiet tour ichor fl-Asja. Meta
kienu Osaka, fil-Gappun, ghamel typhoon tant qawwi li nqata’ d-dawl. Meta wasal
il-hin 1i tibda l-varjeta, it-teatru kien bla dawl u n-nies fl-udjenza bdew jitilfu
I-pacenzja. Biex jikkalmahom, Danny Kaye hareg fuq il-palk wahdu fi dlam ¢appa,
zamm tor¢ f’idu kemm kemm idawwallu wic¢¢u u kanta kull kanzunetta li kien jaf.
Din l-esperjenza, meta htieglu jiddeverti udjenza li ma tithimx bl-Ingliz, ispirat lil
Danny Kaye biex jaccentwa u jenfasizza iktar il-gesti u l-espressjonijiiet ta’ wiccu
li, ghalihom, tant kien jinqala’ u li, permezz taghhom, bena r-reputazzjoni li kiseb
iktar tard.

Danny Kaye kien eccellenti f’dawk li, bl-Ingliz, nghidulhom rongue
twisters. Kellu habta jghidhom b’heffa tal-ghageb, bla ebda zball u minghajr
ma jieqaf biex jiehu n-nifs. Meta deher fir-Royal Variety Performance tal-1948,
jinghad li, lill-familja Rjali, tant qasamhom bid-dahq li gabzilhom id-dmugh.
Ahna l-anzjani zgur niftakru l-kanzunetti divertenti ta’ Danny Kaye bhal, All 1
want for Christmas is my Two Front Teeth u I've got a Lovely Bunch of Coconuts.

Danny Kaye halla din id-dinja b’attakk tal-qalb fit-3 ta’ Marzu 1987, fl-
eta ta’ sitta u sebghin sena. Matul il-karriera ¢inematografika tieghu, Danny Kaye
ha sehem fi sbatax-il film li, fosthom, l-aktar li baga’ famuz ghalihom insibu:
The Secret Life of Walter Mitty tal-1947; The Inspector General tal-1949; Hans
Christian Andersen tal-1952; Knock on Wood tal-1954; The Court Jester tal-1956;
u Merry Andrew li hareg fl-1958 u li, fih, Danny Kaye ikanta dik il-kanzunetta
helwa u tant popolari: Salute. Hamsa minnhom rajthom meta kont zghir ghax
ommi u missieri t-tnejn kienu jhobbuh lil Danny Kaye imma l-iehor, The Secret
Life of Walter Mitty, bqajt qatt ma rajtu. Min jaf, forsi xi darba jirnexxieli nnizlu
minn xi mkien u narah ukoll. Fl-opinjoni tieghi, min qatt ma kellu x-xorti jara lil
Danny Kaye fuq l-iscreen, tilef esperjenza helwa.

Is-sahha u s-sliem lil kulhadd.




Kif L-Emenda 2024 ta’ dawk i twieldu
gabel 1962 tolqot lil Pensjonanti
li ghandhom ukoll pensjoni tas-Servizz

Kitba ta’ Emanuel Deguara

Hbieb, ghal grazzja tal-Mulej, geghdin nerghu niltaqghu permezz ta’ din il-harga
tal-magazin taghna, ‘L-Anzjan Llum’.

Mill-bidu ta’ din is-sena, 2024, is-sena li fiha bdiet fis-sehh emenda fil-ligi
tas-sigurta socjali, biex tigi indirizzata l-anomalija tal-pensjoni massima ta’ dawk
li twieldu sas-sena 1961. Kellna hatna mistogsijiet minn dawk li apparti I-pensjoni
tas-sigurta socjali ghandhom ukoll pensjoni tas-servizz, u ghaldagstant deherli 1i ghandu jkun is-suggett tal-artiklu
ta’ din il-harga.

L-emenda tipprovdi biex id-dhul pensjonabbli Massimu li fuqu 1-pensjonant jir¢ievi zewg terzi tieghu, jibda
jitla’ gradwalment, biex fuq medda ta’ snin jitla dags ta’ dawk li twieldu mis-sena 1962 lil hawn. Din is-sena, 2024,
1d-dhul pensjonabbli massimu tela’ ghal €22000 ghal dawk li twieldu qabel 1-1962. Ta’ dawk li twieldu mis-sena
1962 lil hawn, id-dhul pensjonabbli jilhaq I-ammont ta’ €27679. Mela min twieled qabel is-sena 1962, din is-sena,
2024, 1l-pensjoni massima tieghu/taghha hija ta’ zewg terzi ta’ €22000 fis-sena li tigi 14666,67, u tghodd maghha
x1 persentagg addizzjonali jekk il-persuna tkun hadet il-pensjoni ta’ 62, 63, 64, jew 65 sena flok ta’ 61 sena. Min
twieled mis-sena 1962 lil hawn il-pensjoni massima tieghu/taghha hija ta’ zewgt terzi ta’ €27679,35 fis-sena li
tigi 18452,90 u tghodd maghha xi persentagg addizzjonali jekk il-persuna tkun hadet il-pensjoni ta’ 62 sena flok
ta’ 61 sena.

Qabelxejn u qabel naghti xi ezempji hemm bzonn li nikkwota artiklu tal- Att 318 dwar is-sigurta socjali,
li jirrigwardja lil min ghandu pensjoni ohra tas-servizz apparti dik tas-sigurta socjali:

‘56.  Meta persuna jkollha dritt ghal Pensjoni tas-Servizz li ma tkunx Pensjoni tas-Servizz li giet kommutata,
f’xi zmien, kollha, kull pensjoni li wiehed jasal ghaliha skont id-dispozizzjonijiet tal-artikoli 53 sa 55 ta’ din it-
Tagsima ghandha titnaqqas bl-ammont ta’ dik il-Pensjoni tas-Servizz.’

Mela, x’inhu jghid dan l-artiklu tal ligi? Fi ftit kliem qed ifisser li I-pensjoni tas-servizz trid titnaqqas
miz-zewg terzi li pensjonant ikun intitolat ghalihom mil pensjoni tas-sigurta socjali. Imma b’emendi li saru matul
1z- zminijiet u li jacevolaw lil pensjonant tas-servizz, il-pensjoni tas-servizz tieghu/taghha ma titnaqqasx kollha.
Din is-sena, 2024, ‘waiver’ ta’ €3466 ma titnaqqasx. Tabella (a) tindika kemm ammont ta’ pensjoni tas-servizz
ma titnaqqasx skont is-sena li bdew japplikaw dawn l-ammonti fil-ligi. Barra minn hekk meta pensjonant jaghlaq
it-72 sena dik il parti tal pensjoni li tkun ikkommutata (mibjugha), ukoll, ma titnagqasx miz-zewg terzi tal-pensjoni
tas-sigurta socjali. Meta jsir il-kalkolu u jsir it-tnaqqis kif spjegat, jekk ir-rizultat ikun inqas mit-tabella kif murija
fl-iskeda tal- istess ligi, tabella (b), il-pensjonant ikun intitolat ghar-rata kif murija fit-tieni jew fit-tielet kolonna,
skont jekk il-pensjoni tas-servizz hix tithallas mill-Gvern Malti (Tezor), allura kolonna 2, jew mis-Servizzi Inglizi,
kolonna 3, u skont jekk hux persuna wehidha jew il-koppja ghandhom pensjoni it-tnejn, allura tintuza r-rata ‘single’,
jew jekk mizzewwgin u wiehed/wahda biss mill-koppja ghandu/ha pensjoni, tintuza r-rata ‘Married’.
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Tabella (a)

Furthur
Percentage
Furthur Percentage Waiver of
Waiver of commuted commuted
Year | Waiver € amount at age 72 Year Waiver € amount at age 72
1997 466 50% 2011 866 50%
1998 466 50% 2012 1066 50%
1999 466 50% 2013 1266 50%
2000 466 50% 2014 1466 50%
2001 466 50% 2015 1666 50%
2002 466 50% 2016 1866 50%
2003 466 50% 2017 2066 50%
2004 466 50% 2018 2266 50%
2005 466 50% 2019 2466 75%
2006 466 50% 2020 2666 75%
2007 466 50% 2021 2866 75%
2008 466 50% 2022 3066 100%
2009 666 50% 2023 3266 100%
2010 666 50% 2024 3466 100%
Tabella (b)
RP, pensjoni tal-Irtirar ghal min | BS, pensjoni tal-Irtirar, ghal min ghandu
MARRIED ghandu pensjoni tas-Servizz pensjoni tas-‘Servizzi Inglizi’
Contribution
Average € €
50-52 150.23 155.96
40-49 144.54 149.64
30-39 134.17 138.14
20-29 123.83 126.66
SINGLE RP BS
Contribution
Average € €
50-52 133.11 135.71
40-49 129.31 131.61
30-39 122.37 124.18
20-29 115.45 116.73
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‘Average’ tal-Kontribuzjonijiet biex jintuza mat-Tabella tal-’Pension Rates’, tabella (b) kolonna 1. Kif jinhadem:
mhemmzx isbah milli ngibu ezempju;
Persuna li ser tirtira ta’ 61 sena:

Mill-eta’ ta’ 18 il-sena sa ma ghalget il-61 sena ikunu ghaddew medda ta’ 43 sena shah. Mela jekk din il-
persuna tkun hadmet u dejjem hallset il-bolol b’mod regolari ikollha 2240 bolol. L-‘average’ jigi: 2240/43 = 52,1.
Mela f’dan il-kaz irridu naqraw ir-rata ta’ tabella (b) fl-ewwel ringiela, 50-52. Jekk din il-persuna tkun hallset
Xi snin inqas bolol, ez 3 snin inqas, ir-rizultat ser jinbidel. L-’average’ jigi: 2083/43 = 48,44. Allura f’dan il-kaz
irridu naraw it-tieni ringiela ta’ tabella (b), 40-49.

Hekk mela hdimna dak 1i jirrigwardja dwar bolol, issa wasal li nikkalkulaw is-salarji kurrenti ghas sena
2024, jigifieri la darba geghdin nitkellmu fuq min ghandu il-pensjoni massima, lil min attwalment tolqot din
l-emenda, din is-sena qieghed €22000. Fir-revizjoni 2024, il-pensjoni massima mela tigi 22000 x 2/3 = 14666,67.
Ezempju ta’ xi hadd li kellu pensjoni tas-servizz originali ta’ €10000.

Mela jekk mill-pensjoni massima 2024 ta’ 14666,67 tnaqqas dik tas-servizz: 14666,67-10000 tigi 4666,67,
imma rridu nzidu €3466 (il-waiver 2024 skont tabella (a) u nigu ghal figura ta’ €8132,52 fis-sena li tigi 156,39
fil-Gimgha. Jirrizulta li jekk ikun dejjem hallas il-bolol, ikun ged jagbez 1-’RP rate’ li ghal persuna mizzewga hija
ta’ 150,23 fil-Gimgha. Allura dan ikun intitolat ghal 156,39 li hija izjed mir-rata ta’ tabella (b).

EZempju iehor ta’ xi hadd li ghandu €15000 pensjoni tas-Servizz:

Mela:14666,67-15000+3466 = 3132,52 jew 60,24 fil-gimgha, 60,24 fil-gimgha hija inqas mir-rata tal- RP skont
tabella (b) u allura jibga jiehu r-rata RP ta’ 150,23 li hija oghla minn 60,24.

EZzempju ta’ xi Hadd li kellu pensjoni tas-servizz ta’ €10000 u biegh kwart minnha (€2500) u ghandu 72
sena u dan il-kwart din is-sena mhux ser jigi ikkunsidrat. Mela: 14666,67-100004+2500+3466 = 10632,67 jew
€204 47 fil-Gimgha, li tigi izjed mir-rata ta’ tabella (b) allura jibda jiechu €204 47.

Nispera li wara dan l-artikolu kulhadd ikun jista jikkalkula is-sitwazzjoni tal-pensjoni tieghu 2024. Tinsewx
li mar-rata ta’ pensjoni, wiehed irid izid il-bonuses ta’ Marzu u ta’ Settembru li taghhom il-pensjonant jiehu €3,12
fil-gimgha, u il-bonus ta’ Gunju u ta’ Di¢embru ta’ 135,10 kull sitt xhur.

6 L-Anzjani Llum



IlI-hames kugini ghand in-nanna

Kwadrett tas-sinjura Rita Atanasio, anjana bhalna

Liam tifel, bil-ghaqal. Hu l-akbar fost hames kugini u,
ghalkemm ghad ghandu biss seba’ snin, ihobb jitghallem,
jistagsi u jiehu interess. Fil-klassi, dejjem minn ta’
quddiem u, fl-ezamijiet, dejjem l-ewwel. Huh, Ryan,
mhux inqas minnu. Thobb jivvinta xi praspura ma’
kuginuh, Luca, li ghandu hames snin. Meta jiltaqghu,
Luca wkoll jiehu interess u jhobb jitghallem.

Ghand in-nanna, I-ghors taghhom jghaddu I-hin jilaghbu
fil-gnejna. In-nanna tiggustahom jirragunaw u jiftichmu
bejniethom. F’nofs il-gnejna, hemm vaska bil-hut ahmar
u Isaac, hu z-zghir ta’ Luca, jissahhar jara 1-hut ileqq
gal-vaska. Meta tigi z-zija Mildred, bl’icken kugin,
Matthew, li ghad ghandu biss tliet xhur, Isaac ihobb imur
jilghab mieghu ghand in-nanna u jistaghgeb bil-mossi
tieghu, bi¢-capcip waqt li jghid il-kelmiet, “mamma” u
“papa”. Isaac ghad ghandu biss sentejn u, ghalih, haga
¢dida jara tarbija dagshekk ckejkna taghmel u tghid
dawn l-affarijiet.

Meta jkun hemm iz-ziju Matthew, ma tonqosx xi loghba
ballun jew loghba noli. F’din il-loghba, ikollhom
ecitament kbir ta’ ferh meta z-ziju Matthew jdum
ifittixhom u jibga’ ma jsibhomx. Imma, f’daqqa wahda,
kollha johorgu jigru minn fejn ikunu misthbijin u jaghtuh
daqqa hafifa fuq dahru u z-ziju jaghmel tabirruhu li ha
gata’ kbira. Tghidx kemm jifirhu ghax I-iskop taghhom
ikun intlahaq.

Nhar ta’ Sibt, wara I-quddies jghaddu s’ghand in-nanna
li tkun ged tistennihom fuq ix-xwiek. Meta tarahom,
tghidx kemm tkun kuntenta. Tixwilhom il-hobz,
tlestilhom il-gallettini flimkien ma’ xi bi¢¢a kejk tajba
milli tkun ghamlet hi. Kif ilestu mill-kolazzjon, Liam
imur hdejn Tino, il-pony li ghandha n-nanna gol-magjel
fuq wara tal-gardin; jaghmillu
tiben nadif, jitimghu u jisqih.
Ryan imur jigbor il-bajd minn
taht it-tigieg u, mieghu, jiehu lil
Lucabiex jghinu jaghlef il-fniek
u jnaddfilhom il-gallinar.

Kif ikunu kollha fuq xogholhom,

Isaac erhilu jgib il-kopp u jmur
jagbad il-hut tal-ilma helu mill-
vaska waqt li jidhak kemm
jiflah. In-nanna tmur tara x’qed |38
jaghmel u tispjegalu ghaliex P
m’ghandux jagbadhom bil-kopp [
ghax dawk m’humiex tajbin [§8
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ghall-ikel. L-ohrajn jigu halli jaraw x’gara u, meta
jarawh bil-kopp biex jagbad il-hut mill-vaska, tghidx
kemm jidhqu bil-qgalb. I¢-¢kejken Matthew x’aktarx li
jkun ghadu rieqed imma, bl-ghajjat u d-dahk taghhom,
iqum u, xhin jarrahom jidhqu, jibda j¢apcap u jifrah
maghhom huwa wkoll.

Ryan dilettant tal-ginnastika u, ghand in-nanna, trid tarah
jitghawweg u jiggebbed fuq it-tapit. In-nanna tinkwieta
li ma jmurx iwegga’ ghax, ghal tifel ta’ hames snin,
jaghmel movimenti tassew diffi¢li. Imma Ryan malajr
iserrhilha mohhha li, b’dagshekk, mhux ser iwegga’.
Id-dar tan-nanna tisthajjilha xi teatru zghir bil-praspar
li jivvintaw in-neputijiet.

Luca dilettant tal-magija u, allura, jghid liz-ziju Matthew
jaghmillu lizar quddiemu. Appena z-ziju Matthew jghid,
“Abrakatabra”, Luca jisgi¢¢a minn wara I-lizar b’ heffa
liema bhala u jistahba wara l-hajt. Kulhadd jibga’
mistaghgeb xhin iz-ziju jgholli I-lizar u Luca ma jkunx
hemm. Iz-ziju Matthew jerga’ jnizzel il-lizar, jerga’
jehid il-kelma magika u Luca johrog minn wara l-hajt
u jmur wara l-lizar mill-gdid. Kull min ikun fil-kamra
jaghmel tabirruhu li ged jistaghgeb u li ged jemmen
dak li ged jara u tghidx kemm i¢ap¢pulu. Fl-istess hin,
erhilhom jiggustaw l-innocenza ta’ dak id-dagsxejn ta’
tifel ta’ hames snin. L-importanti li Luca jkun sodisfatt
li kulhadd baga’ msahhar bil-magija tieghu u bil-wirja
li ta liz-zijiet, lill-kugini kif ukoll lin-nanna. B’hekk,
in-nofstanhar lanqgas biss ikunu jafu kif ghadda.

Wara dik il-wirja mpressjonanti, in-nanna ggibilhom
kejk tal-frott, gallettini u l-luminata u, wara li jitrejqu,
kulhadd jitilgilha lejn id-dar ferhan u kuntent.




Is-Surmast Carmelo Pace
halla din id-dinja f-20 ta’
Mejju 1993, fl-eta ta’ sitta u
tmenin sena. Jiena perswaz
li hafna li ged jagraw dan
l-artiklu jiftakruh sewwa.
Kien bniedem umli u kalm
hafna u hadem bis-shih fil-
gasam muzikali ta’ gziritna.

Is-Surmast Pace kien johrog il-flus minn butu biex jigu
esegwiti l-opri tieghu ghax kienu I-mimmi t’ghajnejh. I1-
ftit flus li kien jagla’ biex jghix kienu mit-taghlim privat
tal-muzika li kien jaghti fid-dar tieghu stess, fi Triq San
Duminku, Tas-Sliema. Jien kont wiehed mill-istudenti
tieghu u dejjem stqarr mieghi li ma marx ghalliem tal-
muzika mal-gvern (avolja kieku kien jagla’ izjed) biex
jikkoncentra aktar fuq dawk il-ftit li, verament, riedu
jitghallmu lI-muzika. B’sodisfazzjoni kien jghidli: “Ara,
bis-sahha t’hekk, hawn hafna surmastrijiet tal-baned
u hafna ohrajn fil-qasam tal-muzika li bdew minn din
l-istess kamra fejn geghdin.” Kienet kamra mimlija
muzika, bi pjanu antik fil-genb mimli karti u rivisti
muzikali. Fin-nofs, mejda zghira thares lejn il-hajt
faccata tal-bieb, li fugha kien jghallem, u tieqa taghti
ghat-triq. F’pajjizna, ghamilna snin twal li, biex ikollok
certifikat tajjeb u ta’ bazi soda fit-taghlim tal-muzika,
htieglek tmur ghand is-Surmast Carmelo Pace.

Is-Surmast Pace kien ihobb jitkellem mieghi dwar il-
muzika tal-imghoddi u jsemmi hafna ismijiet marbutin
max-xena muzikali Maltija. Kemm jiddispjacini llum
il-gurnata li ma hadtx noti ta’ dak li kien jghidli!
Kont ghadni zghir wisq biex napprezza dak li kien
jirrakkuntali! Niftakar li, fost affarijiet ohra, dejjem
kien isemmi lis-Surmast, Vincenzo Ciappara, li kien jigi
zijuh, hu ommu. Qalli li kien hu li dahhlu jdoqq il-vjola
fit-Teatru Rjal u li kien gabbdu x-xoghol ta’ kopjista tal-
muzika. X aktarx li dan kien l-ewwel tahrig ta’ Carmelo
Pace fil-qasam tal-kompozizzjoni. Minkejja li kkompona
madwar hames mitt bi¢¢a xoghol muzikali, is-Surmast
Pace dejjem stqarr mieghi li I-akbar sodisfazzjon tieghu
kien it-taghlim tal-muzika, imbaghad, wara dik, il-
kompozizzjoni.

Minhabba 1li minn dejjem kont midhla tal-kitba fuq
il-gurnali kif ukoll tal-qasam tax-xandir, jiena forsi
naf lis-Surmast Pace xi ftit aktar. Kien dejjem attent
x’jinkiteb dwaru fil-gurnali u x’jinghad fuqu fix-xandir.

Is-Surmast Carmelo Pace 1907-1993

Kitba ta’ Peter Paul Ciantar

Kien dagsxejn rizervat f’dan ir-rigward. Naturalment,
bhal kulhadd, kien jiehu gost meta jara jew jisma’ xi
haga pozittiva dwaru. Imma, fl-istess waqt, kien jibza’
minn xi haga li tista’ tinftiehem hazin. Kien sensittiv
hafna minn dan il-lat.

Haga li ma tantx kien inizzilha fl-istonku tieghu kienet meta konna
nitkellmu dwar 1-gheruq tal-muzika folkloristika f’pajjizna.
Dejjem sostna mieghi li huwa kien I-ewwel kompozitur Malti li
ghamel uzu mill-muzika folkloristika Maltija fil-kompozizzjoni.
Hawn kien isemmi, u jurini bil-fatti, li, fl-1931, meta kellu xi

hamsa u ghoxrin sena, kien ikkompona I-Maltesina, fantasija
ghal banda sinfonika bbazata fuq melodiji folkloristici
Maltin b’arrangament ghall-orkestra maghmul minnu
stess hames snin wara.

Carmelo Pace kien bniedem li jqum kmieni u jorqod
kmieni. Kien jibda l-hidma tieghu jew jikkomponi
jew inkella jikkopja u jaddatta 1-muzika ghall-orkestra
tal-MCI 1i kienet hafna ghal qalbu. Kien jaghmel dan
minghajr hlas, anzi kien jistqarr mieghi li kien ihallas
l-abbonament annwali u johrog il-flus ghall-karti tal-
muzika minn butu.

Is-Sinjorina Georgette Caffari kienet il-for¢ina tal-hidma
tas-Surmast Pace. Twasslu bil-karozza taghha, tiehu
hsieb l-organizzazzjoni tax-xoghol tieghu u, fuq kollox,
tiehu hsieb ir-recordings tax-xoghlijiet muzikali tieghu.
Jahasra, kienu jkunu recordings misruqin, biex nghidu
hekk, b’xi tape recorder mohbi fil-handbag taghha
jaqilghulu l-inkwiet u jitolbuh izjed hlas ghar-recording.
Jien kont konxju ta’ dan u, bil-biza’ tieghu, dejjem qghadt
lura milli ndoqq xi xoghlijiet muzikali ricenti tieghu.

L-ahhar intervista 1i ghamiltlu kienet fl-1985, is-Sena
Ewropea tal-Muzika. Jidher 1i kien ghadu kif irtira
mit-taghlim tal-muzika ghax niftakar li, bi tbissima,
kien qalli li nista’ mmur nintervistah xhin irrid ghax ma
kienx ghadu marbut bil-lezzjonijiet. Kien tani intervista
tajba hafna u nistqarr maghkom li wiehed mid-dispjaciri
kbar i ghandi hu li ma zammejtx kopja taghha ghal-
librerija tieghi. Hallejtha biss ghal-librerija tax-xandir.
Nimmagina li hemm ghadha.

Forsi hawn wiehed jistaqsi x’kienet ir-raguni li ma
zammejtx recording ta’ din l-intervista ta’ bniedem li kont
nammira hafna ghal hidma muzikali tieghu? Semplici.
Ftit wara, kienet saret intervista ohra lis-Surmast
Carmelo Pace fuq it-television u kont irrekordjajt lilha
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fuq video cassette. Imma l-video saritlu xi hsara u, xi ftit
ilu, ghaddejtu lill-Arkivji Nazzjonali ta’ Santu Spirtu fir-
Rabat biex jaghmlu I-ahjar li jistghu biex forsi jsalvaw
dan ir-recording; 1-ahhar wiehed tas-Surmast Carmelo
Pace.

I-lista ta’ xoghlijiet muzikali tas-Surmast Pace tinkludi
opri bi tliet atti, oratorji, ghanjiet klassici, sinfoniji,
kuncerti ghal diversi strumenti, balletti, muzica da
camera (li kienet ghal qalbu hafna u biha rebah diversi
premjijiet) suites orkestrali u aktar. Imma, minghajr
dubju ta’ xejn, ismu jibga’ marbut mal-opri li kkompona
u pprezenta (hafna minnhom mal-librettista Vincenzo
Maria Pellegrini) u li llum nghid b’dispjacir kbir li
geghdin jistriehu fuq l-ixkafef tal-Arkivji tal-Muzew tal-
Katidral. Is-Surmast Pace kien irregala I-muzika tieghu
lil dan il-Muzew ftit gabel miet. Halla wkoll b’wirt li
jsir kuncert annwali tal-muzika tieghu.

Nixtieq nikkonkludi dan l-artiklu bix-xoghol, Stabat
Mater, miktub fl-1982 meta Pace kellu sitta u sebghin

sena. Dan huwa xoghol li jiena u 1-habib tieghi, Joe Vella
Bondin, studjuz u ricerkatur tal-muzika tas-Surmast
Carmelo Pace, inqisu bhala l-ahjar xoghol muzikali fil-
gasam tas-sagru. Donnu li hawn is-Surmast Pace gabar
l-esperjenzi muzikali kollha tieghu f’dak li hu sagru
u rabathom ma’ din il-kompozizzjoni miktuba ghal
soprano, tenur, baxx, kor u orkestra kbira. Dan ix-xoghol
muzikali huwa ddedikat lill-Madonna tar-Ruzarju.

Carmelo Pace kien bniedem devot hafna; 1-aktar tal-
Madonna. I1-fidi u t-twemmin gawwijin tieghu jinhassu
sew f’din il-kompozizzjoni li, fuq xewqa tieghu stess,
il-partitura originali taghha giet ipprezentata minn Helen
De Gabriele lil Papa San Gwanni Pawlu 11.

Hija x-xewqa tieghi li tintwera aktar hegga ghall-
esekuzzjoni tax-xoghlijiet muzikali ta’ Carmelo Pace;
1-aktar issa meta, suppost, ged infakkru t-tletin sena minn
mewtu. Tajjeb li ndoqqu I-muzika sabiha tal-barranin
imma m’ghandniex inwarrbu dak li huwa taghna.

Ir-ritratt

Kitba ta’ Carmen Dimech

Kos, hux, toqghod tghid, ritratt huwa mument iffrizat fiz-zmien; jieqaf kollox
R hemm u ma jixjieh qatt aktar. Dan ir-ritratt, lili kienu haduhuli xi mkien lejn il-Mall

8 jew 1-Argotti, il-Furjana, fejn, dari, kien ikun hemm ragel li kellu kamera tar-ritratti
antika wieqfa fuq tripied. Mal-kamera, kellu wkoll bi¢¢a ¢arruta sewda li, meta
kien jigi biex jigbed xi ritratt, il-fotografu kien jidhol tahtha, halli I-kamera ma
tarax dawl, jaghfas bhal buzzieqa sewda li kien ikollu f’idejh u hekk kien johrog
dan l-imbierek ritratt; I-ewwel fuq negattiva tal-hgieg, jew tat-tertuga, imbaghad
wara, minn din in-negattiva, kien jizviluppa r-ritratt fuq bi¢c¢a karta fotografika.

U dan kollu, lili, jgeghelni nahseb. Ma kienx ikun sew kieku, mhux biss ir-ritratt,

jieqaf hemm u ma jixjieh qatt aktar imma anki jien? Ma kontx gustuza? Ghidu

s-sew! Ghadni niftakar nara ’1 ommi thitli dik il-libsa roza, bil-frilli u bil-pontina; b’zewgt icfuf go xaghri u b’dik
il-parasol 1i Zgur ma kinitx xtrathieli ommi. Kienet wahda minn tnejn li, probabbli, kien gab mieghu minn Tunes
in-nannu Kikku, missier ommi. Jien niftakarhom dejjem imremblin puliti fil-qiegh tal-gwardarobba tal-kamra tas-
sodda t’ommi. U xi nghidu ghal dik it-tbissima ta’ ferh tat-tfulija? Imma donni qed niddandan xi ftit b’dik I-umbrella
tax-xemx li kienu ftit, jekk kien hemm, min kellu bhalha dak iz-zmien. Kieku waqaft hemm jien ukoll bhar-ritratt,
kieku ma kontx nixjieh u nsir anzjana kollni tikmix, laham impahpah, xjatika, ugiegh tal-artrite u x’naf jien!

Imma, imbaghad, nerga’ pass lura. Kieku waqaft hemm, ma kontx niltaga’ mal-imhabba ta’ hajti; ma kienx ikolli
t-tliet ulied tant gheziez ghalija; u lanqas ma kien ikolli s-seba’ gojjiet ta’ neputijiet li huma 1-ghaxqa ta’ qalbi.

Ma nafx, forsi xtaqt waqaft hemm, kif jien fir-ritratt, ghax dejjem lagatni dak il-vers mill-Vangelu meta Kristu
jghid 1i, “tridu ssiru bhat-tfal biex tidhlu fis-Saltna tas-Sema!” U, hemmhekk, kulhadd jixtieq imur.

Imma, tafu x’qed nahseb ukoll, bejni u bejn ruhi? Kieku gara hekk, jista’ jaghti 1-kaz li, meta jasal iz-zmien biex

nidher quddiem San Pietru, dak iwaqgafni u jghidli: Hoj int! Mhux se ndahhlek il-Genna tafx, talli qghadt titkessah
b’dik l-umbrella tax-xemx biex tinki t-tfal 1-ohra li ma kellhomx wahda bhalha!”
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Santa Rita, patruna tal-impossibbli

Kitba ta’ Fr Charles Buttigieg

Santa Rita twieldet fl-1381 gewwa Roccaporena fil-
muntanji tal-Appennini qrib Cascia fl-Umbrija. Il-
genituri taghha kienu Antonio u Amata Lotti li kienu
avvanzati fl-eta meta twieldet il-qaddisa u, ghalhekk,
dejjem kienu jharsu lejha bhala don ta’ Alla. Kienu
semmewha Margherita. II-genituri taghha kienu sinjuri
u kienu jghinu hafna lill-foqra u jahdmu ghall-paci
f’Roccaporena. Fil-fatt, kellhom it-titlu ta’ Conciliatore
di Cristo. Jinghad li, dakinhar li tghammdet, erbat ijiem
wara li twieldet, ferh tan-nahal dar ma’ wi¢¢ha minghajr
m’ghamlilha ebda hsara, anzi, nixxa l-ghasel tieghu fuq
xofftejha. Fit-tfulija taghha, ta’ spiss kienet tmur fil-
kunvent tas-sorijiet Agostinjani f’Cascia u kienet dejjem
tixtieq issir soru bhalhom. Imma, meta kellha sbatax-il
sena, il-genituri taghha rrangawlha biex tizzewweg lil
¢ertu Paolo di Ferdinando di Mancino li I-familja tieghu
kienet wahda sinjura.

Minhabba l-karattru ta’ zewgha u I-hajja immorali tieghu,
il-hajja mizzewga ta’ Santa Rita ma kinitx wahda facli.
Huma kellhom tewmin subien, Gian Giacomo Antonio
u Paolo Maria. Bhala omm, Margerita kienet impenjata
fit-trobbija taz-zewg uliedha u fil-kura tad-dar filwaqt
li zewgha kien gwardjan ta’ Roccaporena fejn, dak
iz-zmien, kien hemm hafna tensjoni bejn il-Gwelfi u
1-Gibellini. Kellha ssofri u tissaporti hafna I-karattru
vjolenti ta’ zewgha imma kienet titlob ghalih biex irattab
galbu maghha kif kien tassew ghamel ftit qabel ma halla
din id-dinja. Santa Rita kienet titlob hafna ghar-ragel
taghha biex jithares mill-perikli ta’ diversi kunflitti li kien
isib ruhu fihom. Imma, jum minnhom, hu u gej lura d-dar,
Paolo safa’ maqtul brutalment mill-ghadu tieghu, Guido
Chiqui, f’ghalqa tad-dwieli. Kienu ilhom mizzewgin
tmintax-il sena. Din it-telfa halliet spirtu ta’ rabja kbira
fost uliedha li talbu vendetta ghall-qtil ta’ missierhom.
Santa Rita, li dejjem hafret lil dawk li qatlu lil zewgha,
kienet titlob lil Alla biex uliedha ma jizbaljawx u biex ma
Jjwettqux xi qtil bhala vendetta ghall-mewt ta’ missierhom.
It-toroq t’Alla huma misterjuzi. Gara li z-zewg uliedha
mardu serjament bid-diZenterija u mietu t-tnejn f’temp
ta’ sena mill-mewt ta’ missierhom. Minkejja din it-telfa u
I-luttu kbir li hakimha, hija rat il-grazzja li wliedha jmutu
fil-pac¢i. U huwa f’dan il-mument krucjali ta’ hajjitha,
meta sfat minghajr familja u wahedha, li regghet nibtet
fiha x-xewqa ghall-hajja religjuza li kienet tohlom biha
meta kienet ghadha tifla. Imma, meta marret biex tidhol
soru, ma gietx accettata. Hija ma qatghetx qalbha u,
wara jiem ta’ talb u penitenza, kellha dehra minn Alla.
Kellha vizjoni ta’ San Gwann Battista, Santu Wistin u
San Nikol ta’ Tolentinu u giet mgharrfa li t-talb taghha
kien gie mismugh u, b’mod mirakoluz, sabet ruhha titlob
fil-kunvent ta’ Cascia u s-sorijiet, ispirati minn dan il-
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miraklu, accettawha
fil-hajja tal-kunvent
taghhom.

Saret soru
Agostinjana meta
kellha sitta u tletin
sena u ghexet fis-
skiet, fl-ubbidjenza, fit-talb, fil-penitenza u fil-gabra din
il-hajja religjuza u kontemplattiva fil-kunvent ta’ Marija
Maddalena ta’ Cascia ghall-erbghin sena shah. Hija
garret fuq mohhha x-xewka tal-kuruna tal-passjoni ta’
Kristu li r¢eviet mill-Kur¢ifiss li kienet titlob quddiemu
f1-1442 meta kellha sittin sena. L-ugiegh ta’ din ix-
xewka baga’ sa mewtha ghalkemm, meta marret Ruma
ghall-Gublew tal-1450, ix-xewka ghabet ghal ftit minn
fuqg mohhha u regghet tfaccat meta marret lura Cascia.
L-ahhar xewqa li kellha gabel mietet kienet li xtaget
warda mill-gnien tal-familja taghha u, minkejja li kien
Jannar u kienet niezla l-borra, il-kugina taghha marret
u sabet il-warda li xtaget Santa Rita.

Mietet fit-22 ta’ Mejju tal-1457, fl-eta ta’ sitta u sebghin
sena bil-marda tat-tuberkulozi. Dakinhar 1i mietet,
wahda soru rat ir-ruh gaddisa taghha tittajjar lejn is-
sema akkompanjata mill-angli u mid-daqq tal-qniepen
li bdew idoqqu wahedhom. Minbarra dan, fwieha helwa
udawl gawwi beda jitferrex mill-kamra fejn mietet mal-
kunvent kollu. Wara mewtha, bdiet taqla’ hafna grazzji
bl-inter¢essjoni taghha u, b’hekk, Santa Rita bdiet tigi
meqjusa bhala 1-qaddisa tal-impossibbli. Fost il-mirakli
tal-fejgan li saru bl-intercessjoni taghha, insibu I-fejgan
ta’ Batiste D’ Angelo minn Colgiacone; Lucretia ta’ Ser
Pauolo minn Colforcello; Cecca d’Antonio; Salimene
Antonio minn Poggio; Giacomuccia ta’ Leonardo minn
Ocone; Cecca ta’ Gio minn Biselli; u ohrajn f1-1457
flimkien ma’ Elisabetta Bergamini; Cosimo Pellegrini
u tant u tant ohrajn fis-snin u fis-sekli ta’ wara.

Kienet dikjarata beata f1-1628 mill-Papa Urbanu VIII u
gaddisa mill-Papa Ljun XIII fl-1900. Santa Rita ghexet
ta’ omm, ta’ armla u ta’ soru qaddisa. I1-Papa Ljun XIII,
li ghamilha gaddisa, sejhilha 1-gawhra prezzjuza tal-
Umbrija. [l-hajja qaddisa taghha nkitbet mill-Agostinjan
Jacob Carelicci. Jinghad li, meta jsir fejgan xi mkien
fid-dinja bl-intercessjoni ta’ Santa Rita, fwieha helwa
tohrog mill-qabar taghha fil-bazilika ddedikata lilha
gewwa Cascia. Anki z-zejt li jdawwal il-lampa quddiem
il-qabar taghha jaqla’ 1-fejqan bl-intercessjoni ta’ din
il-qaddisa. Santa Rita hija wkoll il-patruna tar-romol,
tal-familji f’diffikultajiet u ta’ persuni li jsofru minn
vjolenza domestika.

L-Anzjani Llum



y — > " . = — f

’\,

F’Zewg minuti, l-anzjan attiv, Franky Piccinino, jirrakkonta tliet cajtiet ~—

Zewg minuti kollox

Kien hemm saltinbank jahdem f’uffi¢ju; wiehed minn dawk 1i jaghli ghax jisbah. Dejjem

jaqghad u jdur u jara kif ser jghaddi z-zmien biex ifittex jasal il-hin li jitlaq ’il barra, jekk ma

Jsibx xi skuza u jiskarta gqabel ukoll! Darba kien qed ihuf fl-uffi¢ju u jara armarju li ma tantx

kien jintuza ghax fih kienu jzommu l-imbarazz. Fethu u sab lampa t’ Aladdin. Hakkha, hareg il-

genju li qallu li hu seta’ jaqtaghlu sa tliet xewqat u stagsieh x’ried. L-iskrivan qallu: “Nixtieqni

gieghed ghall-kwiet, fuq ir-ramel, hdejn il-bahar!” F’daqqa wahda, sab ruhu bilgieghda fuq
@ deck-chair, f’bajja ramlija u saqajh icafc¢fu f*bahar melliesi. \

Ghogbitu l-idea. “Issa,” qallu, “nixtieq xi zewg tfajliet sbieh, bil-bikini jduru mieghi!” U hekk

gara.

“Issa,” rega’ qallu, “nixtieq nibga’ f’post fejn ma jkolli ghalfejn naghmel assolutament xejn!”

U rega’ sab ruhu l-ufficju! =

- \
Wiehed ragel qal lill-iehor: “Iddejjaqt nahsel il-platti, nahsel 1-art, nahsel il-hwejjeg ...”
“U l-mara?” stagsieh l-iehor.

“Hekk baga’ jonqos,” hatfu tal-ewwel, “nahsel il-mara wkoll! Le ta; dik tinhasel wahedha

"’

®
® Wahda marret ghand il-kappillan u qaltlu i trid tizzewweg. Stagsietu xi kemm jigiha t-tieg,
kollox inkluz, bejn wiehed u iehor u hu qalilha mhux iktar minn €150. Qaltlu d-data u 1-hin, \
= halsitu u I-kappillan qalilha biex thalli kollox f’idejh ghax kien ser jiehu hsieb kollox hu.
Meta wasal il-jum, il-mara marret il-knisja liebsa I-libsa tat-tieg u l-kappillan qalilha: “Fejnhu
l-gharus?”
— /7 “Tajba din!” wegbitu Infhra. “Int m’ ghidtlix li ser tiehu hsieb kollox int?” P N
)
2
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Il-Furjana
Vincent Piccinino

Hawnhekk insib il-pa¢i;
hawnhekk insib il-kwiet;
hawnhekk insib il-hena,

’il boghod mill-ghagha tal-bliet.
Hawnhekk insib l-ispazju;
hawnhekk insib il-ftuh;
hawnhekk insib serhan il-mohh
u qalbi tiehu r-ruh.

Hawnhekk hawn arja friska

li thossha ttik is-sahha.
Hawnhekk ninsa kull saram

li ggib il-hajja maghha.
Hawnhekk insib il-farag;
hawnhekk insib is-sliem

u hawn ser nibga’ nigi

sakemm jasal it-tmiem.



Ghad-dell tac-cipress

Storja ta’ Anthony Said mill-Furjana

Msida Bastion Historic Garden huwa ¢imiteru ta’ zmien l-Inglizi li jinsab
fil-Furjana, fix-xaqliba tat-tramuntana, faccata tal-Pieta u I-Isptar San Luqa.
Fih, taht ic-Cipress, hemm midfunin bosta Inglizi Protestanti kif ukoll Mikiel
Anton Vassalli, li ndifen hemm minhabba t-twemmin tieghu. Dan il-post
dam zdingat u mitluq sal-1988, meta beda jsirlu r-restawr. Xi snin qabel,
fid-Dipartiment tal-Artijiet, zewg periti, Joseph Brincat u Albert Degabriele,
kienu ged jiddiskutu mad-Direttur tad-Dipartiment.

“Jehtieg 1i nirrestawraw dak ic-¢imiteru ghax tassew jinsab fi stat
tal-biki,” qallhom id-Direttur. “Hafna mill-ogbra jew gew vandalizzati
jew sfaw misruqin. Ohrajn ghandhom jew il-gebel ittiekel, jew il-hadid
imsaddad jew it-tnejn. Il-post mimli haxix hazin u sar qisu gungla. Li rrid
minghandkom ghalissa hu li tmorru fuq il-post, taraw sew x’hemm, tiehdu
r-ritratti u taghmluli rapport dettaljat dwar l-istat tieghu halli nkunu nistghu
nibdew ir-restawr li hemm bzonn.”

Billi kien jum ta’ temp sabih, iz-zewg periti ma damux jahsbuha wisq biex imorru 1-Furjana. Ipparkjaw
il-karozza fejn il-librerija pubblika u mxew sar-rixtellu msaddad, li ma kienx imsakkar.

“Hawn jista’ jagbad u jidhol min irid!,” skanta Albert li, f’idu, kellu notebook u pinna biex ikun jista’ jichu
n-noti li kellhom bzonn. Siehbu Joseph kellu kamera biex jiehu r-ritratti.

“Mhux ghalhekk isir hafna vandalizmu, Bert,” qallu Joseph. “Ara dak il-hajt mat-triq kemm hu baxx. Tista’
tidhol minn fejn trid!”

“Dawn il-postijiet igabbduni 1-bard!” rega’ Albert “Igri llestu ha nitilqu ’1
hemm!”

“Nitilqu ghadna gejjin?” tbissem siehbu, hekk kif wasal fil-bieb u dahal fic-
¢imiteru. “Ejja u toqghodx tibza’! Hawnhekk mejtin biss hawn, tafx!”
“Ghalhekk jagbadni l-bard Guz!” wiegbu Albert ihares madwaru gisu kien
ged jistenna xi mejjet iqum ghalih u jahtfu xi hatfa.

“U mur ahsel ghajnek!” qallu Joseph. “Ibza’ mill-hajjin, mela mill-mejtin?”
Iz-zewg periti bdew jaghmlu dak li kellhom jaghmlu u malajr ghaddiet
nofs siegha. II-gnien kien mimli haxix gholi u sigar li kibru tant bl-addoc¢¢
li gherughom xpakkaw il-paviment f bosta nhawi. Il-periti, 1i ma kinux jafu
x’ser isibu, kienu libsin zarbun tajjeb, mhux zarbun tax-xoghol u, allura,
tghidx kemm-il darba kienu ser jizolqu fuq il-haxix 1i trabba kullimkien matul
1Z-zmien.

“Hawn zgur ser nikser saqajja b’daz-zarbun, daqskemm jizloq dal-gebel,”
gerger Albert. “Setghu qalulna biex, imqar, konna nilbsu zarbun addattat!”

“Kemm teqred ged nghid ta Bert!” ¢anfru siehbu bla ma waqaf jigbed ir-ritratt tal-ogbra, tal-hitan u tal-
paviment, wiched wara l-iehor. “Ma qalulniex li dal-post zdingat wahda sew? Jekk ged tizloq, nehhi z-zarbun u
imxi hafi!”

“U tghid mhux hekk? Biex indahhal xi dimonju go saqajja u ndabbar it-tetnu!” qallu Albert.

Komplew iduru u, f’hin minnhom, Joseph htieglu jidhol taht sigra ghad-dell biex jibdel il-film tar-ritratti
fil-kamera. Albert mexa bicc¢a 'l quddiem u kien ser jerga’ lura imma, mis-sigra ta’ warajh, harget bi¢¢a injama
hoxna li nizlet bis-sahha fuq rasu. Ghal ftit sekondi, Albert baqa’ ¢¢assat, imbaghad, miel lura u nqgabad minn par
dirghajn sodi li kaxkruh ghal taht is-sigra.

“Nistghu inkomplu, Bert,” qal Joseph. Imma hadd ma wiegbu. Kien ser jerga’ jsejjahlu meta, fl-art, fuq
il-haxix, ra n-notebook u l-pinna tal-kollega tieghu. Joseph inhasad u rega’ sejjah lil Albert; din id-darba, b’lehen
aktar gholi imma l-unika twegiba 1i ha kien l-eku tieghu stess. “Dak fejn mar?” rega’ qal Joseph li beda jittama
li siehbu ma gralu xejn. Dam ftit ifittex u wasal sat-tarf tac-cimiteru, fejn hemm veduta ferm sabiha tad-dahla
tal-Pieta. Imma hu ma kienx mohhu fil-veduti dak il-hin. F’hin minnhom, sema’ karba, hareg go fetha u waqaf
miblugh. Ra lil siehbu, Albert, bilgieghda fl-art, fi stat ta’ sturdament qawwi, b’ghajnejh imbexxqin u rasu titbandal
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minn naha ghall-ohra.

“Hemm xi gralek?” qallu Joseph kif ra I-istat imsejken li fih kien il-kollega
tieghu. Joseph kien ftit bezghan imma aktar kompla jinhasad xhin hass lil xi hadd
itaptaplu fuq spalltu. Joseph dar f’dagqa u msarnu nizlu f’saqajh. Quddiemu, ra
ragel dagshiex ihares lejh bicciera.

“X’qed taghmlu hawn, siehbi?” stagsa 1-golf bil-kalma kollha. Joseph kien
ged jirtoghod u bilkemm seta’ jitkellem.

“Ahna periti tal-Gvern ... gejna naraw l-istat ta’ dan il-post ... biex naghmlu
rapport,” temtem Joseph li, issa, beda jibza’ li kien ser jispi¢ca bhal siehbu.

“Ma tafx li, hawnhekk, nigu nghaddu siegha Zmien nonsbu, habib?” rega’
qallu 1-ggant. “Tridux thalluna bi kwietna, xbin, ghax gerrixtulna 1-ghasafar!”

“Imma ... dan post pubbliku ... u post sagru ... ma tistghux tonsbu hawn!”
issogra jghidlu Joseph, li kliemu kienu donnhom hergin wahedhom. Minghajr avviz,
il-musulew fetah dirghajh u, b’id wahda, qabad lil Joseph minn sidru, bl-ohra hataflu
l-kamera minn idu u mexa bih sa ma sabbtu ma hajt.

“Din tista’ tghidilha bye-bye,” qallu hekk kif waddab il-kamera minn fuq is-sur ghal isfel.

“Imm’ ahna ... xogholna ged naghmlu ... u xejn izjed” ittanta jghidlu Joseph meta ra l-kamera tghib ghal
gol-foss. “Ahna fuq xoghol tal-Gvern geghdin!”

“M’intix ged tifthem, hux, sabih?” qallu I-golf. “Hawn post il-passatemp taghna! Issa, jekk ma tridnix
inhallik imdendel ma’ sigra mill-ingravata tieghek stess, agbad lil siehbek u igruli ’1 barra minn hawn b’saqajkom
ma’ daharkom!”

Joseph u Albert grew b’kemm kellhom forza f’riglejhom u ma waqfux qabel
dahlu fil-karozza. “Prosit, x’kedda dik!” qal Joseph xhin waqaf jilheg.
“Prosit tassew, Guz” kompla Albert. “Irrangani ghall-frisk dak il-minghul;
x’tugghani rasi! Issa x’ser naghmlu? Hadna battikata ghalxejn ghax la n-noti
u lanqas ir-ritratti m’ghandna!”

“Imma jien ghandi dan!” gallu Joseph bi tbissima waqt li, mill-but, hareg
il-film ta’ sitta-u-tletin ritratt li kien bidel gabel. “Ir-rapport xorta nistghu
naghmluh Bert u, lil dak il-pulikarja, nuruh xi nsarrfu! Xi tghid, eh?”
Ghaddew is-snin u Msida Bastion Cemetary gie restawrat u sar Msida Bastion
Historical Garden biex jitgawda mill-pubbliku kollu u mhux biss minn dawk
il-ftit 1i kkapparrawh ghall-egoizmu taghhom.

Appell ghal min ghandu xi kitba tieghu 1i tkun informattiva u/jew ta’
interess generali u jixtiegna nippubblikawhielu f’dan il-magazine.

Ix-xewqa taghna hi li dan il-fuljett ikun verament taghkom u li jibga’ jkun ta’ interess ghalikom l-anzjani
hbieb taghna lkoll. Ghaldagstant, dawk li jixtiequ jagsmu l-kitba taghhom ma’ shabna l-anzjani billi tkun
ippubblikata f’dan il-magazine, nistednuhom jibghatuhielna u ahna nweghduhom li, jekk il-kitba taghhom
tkun wahda informattiva u/jew ta’ interess generali ghall-qarrejja taghna, ahna nippubblikawha.

[1-Bord Editorjali ta’ dan il-magazine japprezza anki I-kummenti li intom il-garrejja joghgobkom taghmlulna.

Min jixtieq jibghat xi ittra lill-Editur jew xi kitba tieghu ghall-pubblikazzjoni f’dan il-fuljett jista’ jaghmel
dan billi jiktbilna f’dan l-indirizz — Kunsill Nazzjonali tal-Anzjani, Triq Dom Mawru Inguanez,
Birkirkara, BKR 4811 jew billi jibghatilna email fuq: maltakna@gmail.com

I1-Bord Editorjali jirriserva d-dritt 1i jiddec¢iedi jekk ghandux jippubblika kull kitba li jista’ jir¢ievi jew le.
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Qoxra ta’ gandoffla

Storjella ta’ Paul J. Debono minn Hal Lija

Bertu kien zaghzugh studjuz u, fil-klassi, dejjem kien jigi minn ta’ quddiem. Kien fil-hames sena tal-kullegg u kien
wasal biex jaghmel l-ezamijiet tal-matrikola. Ix-xewqa ta’ missieru kienet li ibnu jsir tabib u Bertu ma kienx kontra
dak li xtaq ghalih missieru.

Fis-sajf, Bertu, flimkien mal-familja tieghu, kienu jitilghu San Giljan fejn kellhom daqsxejn ta’ dar tal-
villeggatura. Dik il-habta, San Giljan kien ghadu moghni bis-sliem. Imma, jekk, matul ix-xitwa, kien ikun hemm biss
xi tlitt elef ruh, fis-sajf, dawn kienu jirduppjaw. Dik iz-ziffa tfewwah b’rihet il-bahar; dik id-dehra tal-Bajja ta’ Spinola
li, xhin thares lejha u tara d-djar fuq ix-xaqliba l-ohra, kont tisthajlek qieghed Venezja. U xi nghidu ghal dawk il-hafna
kajjikki u frejgatini jitbandlu mat-tahrik tal-mewg?

Bertu kien ikollu seba’ mitt sena biex ifittex jasal is-sajf u ymorru fil-post tal-villeggatura. Hemm kien jistriech
u, ghal ftit taz-zmien, kien iwarrab l-istudji tal-iskola, ghalkemm xi ktieb ta’ avventura jew xi detective story qatt ma
kienu jonqsu minn idejh. Imma, l-akbar serhan il-mohh kien isibu meta kien imur jghum jew jistaghad. Missieru kien
imur ifittex il-gambli u, fuq il-blat tad-Dragonara, lil Bertu erhilu jistaghad kollu herqan. Ma kienx jistaghad ghal hut

- , kbir; ftit hut irqiq li bih ommu kienet taghmel naqra meraq tal-aljotta.

Kien ihobb imur ukoll fil-Bajja ta’ San Gorg, jiehu ghawma qasira u,
imbagghad, joqghod jixxemmex fuq ir-ramel. Darba wahda, wara ftit li mtedd
fuq ix-xugaman, lemah tifel ta’ xi seba’ snin li kien ged jilghab bir-ramel.
F’idejh kellu qoxra ta’ gandoffla li biha kien ged ihaffer hofra ¢kejkna u, minn
hin ghall-iehor, kien jimla 1-qoxra tal-gandoffla bl-ilma bahar u jixhtu fil-hofra.

Ghal mument, Bertu warrab harstu minn fuq it-tifel u qaghad ihares
lejn tarf il-bajja. Fil-boghod, lemah vapur. Kienu jinteressawh il-vapuri u,
ghaldagstant, baqa jsegwih miexi bil-mod, bi¢-cumnija tpejjep id-duhhan, sa
ma dan gheb wara I-blat tad-Dragunara.

Sadattant, it-tfajjel kien ghadu mitluf jilghab bir-ramel meta, f*hin bla waqt, waqaf hesrem mill-loghob u, bla
mistenni, infexx jibki. Bla ma qaghad jahsibha, Bertu gam minn fejn kien u mar hdejh halli jara x’kien gralu. Xejn ta’
barra minn hawn; sempli¢ciment kien niggez kemxejn subghajh bix-xifer jaqta’ tal-gandoffla. Wara li zieghel ftit bih,
Bertu mar igib maktur u xxuttalu l-hajta demm li nfirxet mal-wejda tat-tifel.

Sadanittant, tfaccat tfajla sbejha, smajra, b’xagharha gastni li giet tara x’kien gralu huha z-zghir. Sabet lil Bertu
ged jixxuttalu dak id-dagsxejn demm b’tant hlewwa u kura. Bertu u x-xbejba taw harsa lejn xulxin, tbissmu u baqghu
ghal hin jistudjaw wic¢ xulxin. Bertu gatt ma kien kellem tfajla gabel imma, dak il-wagqt li xehet harstu fugha, hass
¢erta gibda lejha u hekk ukoll gralha t-tfajla.

“Dan huk?” stagsieha.

“Iva, hija z-zghir; il-fessud u 1-ghaggieb!”

“Skuzani sinjorina, ghax lanqas naf x’jismek!” rega’ beda jghidilha.

“Jien Carmelina, u int?”

“Jien proprjament jisimni Albert imma shabi tal-kullegg kollha Bertu jghiduli,” wegibha. Dik il-laqgha qasira
bejn Bertu u Carmelina ghaddiet bhal fewga rih imma 1-gibda lejn xulxin bagghet theggeg fi qlubhom.

Ghadda z-zmien, Bertu ghamel 1-ezamijiet tal-Matrikola u mhux biss ghadda bl-unuri imma talli gie minn ta’
quddiem ukoll. Dahal I-Universita u beda kors fil-medicina. Spiss kien jehtieglu jmur l-isptar ghall-lezzjonijiet tal-prattika
mal-professuri. Flimkien maz-zghazagh li kienu ged jistudjaw biex isiru tobba, kien hemm ukoll ghadd ta’ zghazagh
ohra jistudjaw biex isiru paramedic¢i. Bertu lanqas ried jemmen lil ghajnejh meta, fost dawk iz-zghazagh, lemah lil
Carmelina u I-bidu ta’ namur li kien ixxettel fuq ir-ramel tal-Bajja ta’ San Gorg rega’ xeghel mill-gdid fi glubhom.

F’kull hin hieles li kien ikollhom u wara 1i jispiccaw mill-lezzjonijiet, Bertu u Carmelina kienu jfittxu li jmorru
ghal passiggati twal flimkien, jghidu kliem ta’ mhabba lil xulxin u, fi ftit kliem, jaghmlu dak kollu li jaghmlu zZghazagh
bhalhom f’sitwazzjonijiet bhal dawn.

Iz-zmien jghaddi u ma jistenna lil hadd. Carmelina saret nurse u, ftit wara, Bertu
sar tabib. It-tnejn kienu jservu l-isptar u, allura, kien facli ghalihom li I-hin tal-mistrieh
iqattghuh flimkien mitlufin fil-holm tan-namur sa ma wasal il-jum tat-tieg taghhom. Fil-
Knisja ta’ San Pawl Nawfragu fil-Belt, Bertu, liebes gala, kien qieghed hdejn Carmelina
liebsa libsa bajda silg u b’rasha mghottija b’velu mizghud antac¢joli leqqiena. Kienu
gharkupptejhom f’riglejn l-artal.

Qassis liebes pjaneta mirquma b’rakkmu tad-deheb, kien ged jghagqadhom fis-
Sagrament ghaziz taz-zwieg. Wara ¢-Cerimonja, mill-but, Bertu hareg kaxxetta ckejkna
u, minn go fiha, hareg qoxra zghira ta’ gandoffla, ingastata f’labra tad-deheb, u qalilha:
“Ghaziza Carmelina tieghi, din ghalik ghax kienet hi li, bis-sahha taghha, lagqghetna ma’
xulxin u wasslitna biex ninghaqdu f’dan iz-zwieg ghal dejjem!”
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Ix-xjuhija id f’id ma’
Santu Wistin

Kitba ta’ Patri Mario Attard OFM Cap.

Id-duttur tal-Knisja, Santu Wistin, huwa wiehed mill-
gaddisin l-aktar favoriti tieghi; biex ma nghidx 1-aktar
wiehed ukoll, wara San Frangisk! Dan ghax Santu
Wistin, bhal San Frangisk, hajtu ghexha tassew. U nghid
ghexiex! Kemm meta kien fi strada stretta u anki meta
l-grazzja tal-Mulej tellghetu strada rjali, jew, ahjar, fit-
triq tal-qdusija.

Illum, nixtieq nagsam maghkom zewg hsibijiet tassew
sbieh dwar ix-xjuhija li kiteb dan il-qaddis kbir.
L-ewwel wiehed jghid hekk: L-Edukazzjoni hija l-ikel
taz-zghazagh, il-ferh tax-xjuhija, l-ornament tal-ghana,
ir-refugju u l-komfort tal-inkwiet u l-provokazzjoni tal-
grazzja tar-ruh. Smajtu x’qalilna I-kbir Santu Wistin?
L-edukazzjoni hija l-ferh tax-xjuhija! Din is-sentenza
nista’ nahlef ghaliha jien! U dan ghax il-Mulej ilagqaghni
ma’ hafna anzjani li jaraw l-edukazzjoni bhala xi haga
li tferrahhom. Ghadd ta’ anzjani jghiduli bil-ferh kemm
studjaw u kemm-il kors ghamlu f hajjithom.

Imbaghad, hemm ghadd minnhom li, fuq il-komodina
hdejn is-sodda taghhom, taralhom xi ktieb sabih li, bhal
bicca ¢ikkulata tajba, johdulek ¢angatura minnu kuljum.
Fi kliem iehor, kuljum jaqraw silta minnu u jimmeditaw
fugha. U, ma’ dan, ma nistax, bi gratitudni kbira lill-
Mulej, ma nsemmix lill-exsuperjur generali tal-Muzew,
il-bravu u mibki Victor Delicata. Dan ir-ragel kbir, li
kien jaf imexxi b’delikatezza kbira u kien tassew jasal, u
jwassal lil haddiehor, ghas-sewwa tal-Mulej b’din it-triq
hekk ghaziza u mehtiega ta’ anzjan, kien ihobb jghidilna:
Meta tagraw ktieb, agraw bicéa minnu kuljum u, fejn
Jjolgotkom, immarkawha.

IIlum, nghid 1i I-metodu mill-aktar prattiku tieghu
ghallimni kif inhalli lill-Mulej jghinni ninterjorizza
l-gherf mizmum fi ktieb. Dan 1-gherf wiehed ma jagbadx
u jibilghu f’nifs ghax jispi¢¢a biex ma jiehu l-ebda
benefi¢¢ju minnu minhabba li jinsa dak li jkun gara! Meta
naqra, ghandi naqgra bil-mod u nirrifletti u nixtarr sew
fuq dak kollu li nagra! B’hekk, dak 1i nagra, jaghmilli
1-gid tassew ghax jinzel go fija u jsir, bil-mod il-mod,
sur gawwi ta’ gherf u gharfien.

Rigward il-ferh tat-taghlim, ma rridx ninsa lil dawk
l-anzjani li, avolja ma jafux jiktbu jew jaqraw, xorta
wahda, fi xjuhithom, tawha ghat-taghlim. L-aktar
permezz ta’ dokumentarji fuq it-televizjoni u anki fuq
l-internet, spe¢jalment fuq You Tube. Taghlim ta’ din
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ix-xorta jghinhom bis-shih biex, anki fi xjuhithom,
jissukktaw jitghallmu. U l-akbar benefi¢c¢ju ta’ dan
kollu hu li mhux biss jimlew hinhom u hekk ihossuhom
anqas wahedhom imma jibqghu f’kuntatt mad-dinja ta’
madwarhom u anki jaghtu 1-kontribuzzjoni taghhom fi-
izvilupp tar-riflessjoni fuq suggetti varji.

Imbaghad, il-kbir Santu Wistin ghandu sentenza ohra
tassew helwa rigward ix-xjuhija li tghid hekk: Halli
x-xjuhija tieghi tkun bhat-tfal u t-tfulija tieghek bhax-
xjuhija. Halli hekk, I-gherf tieghek gatt ma jkun imhallat
bil-kburija jew l-umilta tieghek minghajr 1-gherf.
X’riflessjoni din hux! Iva, ix-xjuhija ghandha tghinna
nkunu bhat-tfal ghax nifirhu b’kollox! U nifirhu b’kull
bicca gherf li 1-Mulej jaghtina f’dan iz-zmien dagshekk
importanti ta’ hajjitna! Ghax, tassew, li kull naqra gherf
li 1-Mulej jitmaghna u jzoqgna f’dan il-perjodu fejn
hajjitna fuq din l-art tfittex li jkollha epilogu, ahna mhux
biss nifirhu bih imma nfittxu li nagsmuh ma’ haddiehor
ukoll. Ghax huwa xi haga prezzjuza hafna u, ghax hija
prezzjuza, hija ta’ gid komuni ghall-ohrajn!

[1-Vangelu jghallimna meta jghidilna: ‘Ifirhu mieghi ghax
sibt in-naghga li kienet intilfitli>. U, ‘Ifirhu mieghi ghax
sibt id-drakma li kienet intilfitli’ . Ghax 1-gherf veru jibda’
b’mod personali u jsir personali u, imbaghad, jigi msarraf
f’affarijiet materjali. L-ewwel nitghallem ghaliex ged
nghix u, wara, nizviluppa sistemi ta’ kif ghandi nghix.
B’hekk nghix ahjar. Ma ninsewx li, fiz-zewg frazijiet
ta’ Santu Wistin, hemm prezenti I-virtu tal-umilta. Ghax
hija umilta, u umilta kbira, i, f "hajti, nagsam mal-ohrajn
l-gherf 1i tani 1-Mulej. U, iva, nagsmu bil-ferh ukoll!
Ghax hekk sewwa.

Jalla I-anzjanita taghna tkun sejha bla ma taqta’ xejn ta’
ferh ghal hutna zZghazagh biex, waqt 1i jithaddtu maghna,
ninjettawlhom f’hajjithom dak il-veru gherf li tkellem
fuqu Santu Wistin. Halli huma wkoll, anki jekk ghadhom
zghar fl-eta, jibdew, minn issa, igawdu I-ferh tal-hajja
permezz tal-gherf 1i nghaddulhom minn qalbna!
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Mill-ktieb tat-tifkiriet
‘Fjuri li ma Jinxfux’
tal-Prof. Oliver Friggieri

Kif kienet iddur is-sena

Meta 1-lira kellha ghoxrin xelin u kull xelin kellu tnax-
il sold, familja bhal taghna kienet tghaddiha b’madwar
nofs lira kuljum. Niftakar lil ommi tqassam in-nofs lira
ta’ kull ghodwa biex isservina gurnata shiha. Ma konniex
nghixu b’geddumna fix-xghir imma, bis-salarju tieghu ta’
ftit ghexieren ta’ liri, missieri wasal biex rabba familja
ta’ sitta b’mod decenti hafna. Kollox kien jimxi skont
programm, minn jum ghal iehor, skont kalendarju fiss
li jindera u mhux lakemm jinkiser. Hajja semplici li, fi
zmien inqas minn tletin sena, jien u nhares lura lejha,
inqisha sensiela ta’ stampi tal-inkwadri, bhallikieku
holma li wiehed jiggustaha basta, issa 1i ghaddiet, ma
Jixtighiex izzejjed.

Kienet ghadha holma kull gurnata sa minn xhin jisbah.
Mill-gallinari ta’ fuq il-bjut jew fil-btiehi, kienu jibdew
jiddnu s-sriedak ghalenija, qishom kor wiehed, bi
twegiba bejniethom minn naha ghal ohra. L-ghajta gentili
taghhom kienet l-ewwel tokk tal-arlogg tan-natura li
jerga’ jsejjah ghall-qawmien ta’ jum gdid b’dawk l-ilhna,
f’dik is-sikta, minn kull naha! Bhal ommijiet ohrajn,
ommi kienet tiehu dik 1-ghajta bhala l-ewwel tokk ta’
zveljarin biex tibda titharrek fil-friex, tbexxaq ghajnejha
u tahseb biex tohrog mis-sodda. Kien ikun ghadu kmieni
ghalina biex inqumu. Issa, li l-ommijiet bdew ibakkru,
is-sriedak setghu, bhallikieku, jisktu mill-gdid, u hekk
kienu jaghmlu. Bhall-annimali I-ohrajn hlejjaq sbieh u
twajba u mkasbra ta’ Alla, is-serduk ghandu d-dinjita
naturali tieghu huwa wkoll, bhal kull hlejqa 1i Alla halla
l-marki tas-swaba’ Tieghu fugha, biex tingharaf u tkun
mahbuba. Ommi kienet thobb tfakkarna li, fid-dar ta’
zijietha, fejn trabbiet, kellhom is-sriedak u t-tigieg u
jien u huti konna nitolbuha biex naghmlu gallinar bthom
ahna wkoll. “Ma nistghux, ghax la ghandna bejt u lanqas
bitha”, kienet tghidilna; “huma jridu fejn jimirhu.”

Qabelxejn, id-dar kellha I-programm taghha kif tinzamm
skont pjan, kwazi liturgiku, ta’ sena shiha. Kien hemm
il-purtieri tas-sajf, irqaq, ta’ lewn car jew bajdani u, forsi,
trasparenti li kienu jinhargu mill-kxaxen tal-gwardarobba
malli tibda ddoqq l-ewwel shana ta’ Gunju. Id-dhul
tax-xitwa, malli jiksah it-temp, kien igib bidla kbira.
Kienu, minnufih, jiddendlu I-purtieri tax-xitwa, hoxnin,
aktarx skuri, tqal u xejn trasparenti. Kienet tinkines kinsa
sewwa l-art kollha u, imbaghad, tara t-twapet, mibrumin
fl-irkejjen mohbijin fejn kienu jintrefghu, hergin biex
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jghattu l-ispazji prominenti
tas-salott u tal-kamra tal- g
pranzu. Kmamar inqas
prominenti, bhall-kamra
tal-ikel ta’ kuljum, kellhom
it-tapit modest taghhom
ukoll. U fl-intrata, ithakkek mal-bieb, kien jixref it-tapit li
kulhadd, issa li tkun bdiet traxxax ix-xita, kien mistenni
Jimsah iz-zarbun fih.

Ghalina, is-sajf kien ifisser ukoll id-dehra tal-hsajjar li
kienu jkunu ilhom merfughin sena shiha fil-kamra tal-
ghodda, kmajra ta’ oggetti wzati, bottijiet taz-zebgha u
affarijiet ohra. Ommi kienet tibda biex tara li ebda hasira
ma kien fiha gasab miksur jew milwi u, ghalhekk, kienet
tiksi 1-hsajjar b’linja rqiqa ta’ drapp mehjut maghhom
mat-truf. Missieri kien ikun bil-flokk ta’ taht biex ikun
ehfef hu u tiela’ mal-hajt ta’ fuq it-twieqi fejn zewg
grampuni, aktarx diga msaddin, kienu jistennew lill-
hsajjar jergghu jiddendlu maghhom ghal stagun iehor.

Ma’ dhul is-sajf, ommi kienet tkun diga qalghet is-
saqqijiet biex tohrog minnhom il-haxixa, (kull sagqu
taghna kien maghmul mill-haxixa), tfettahha u tberrahha
ghal jum jew tnejn u, jekk jista’ jkun, ixxemmixha.
Kienet mizura ta’ ndafa. Is-saqqijiet, mimlijin bil-haxixa
ma kinux komdi wisq u aktarx iebsin ladarba l-haxixa,
wara certu zmien, kienet, bhallikieku, taghqad. Minn
zmien ghal iehor, kien hemm il-htiega li s-saqqijiet
Jjinfethu biex il-haxixa, li kienet qisha hafna zkuk nexfin
irqaq u mdahhla {’xulxin bhall-ispag jew bhall-hbula,
terga’ tehfief u tinhall. Ommi kienet thabbrilna minn
jiem qabel li kienet se tagla’ s-saqqijiet u ahna konna
nitolbuha biex din il-bicca xoghol taghmilha s-Sibt,
meta ma kienx ikollna skola. Is-saqqijiet kienu jinfethu
billi jinhallu 1-qfieli i kellhom fuq genb wiehed, qfieli
bojod marbutin b’¢off li ommi biss kienet trid taghmlu.
U hi biss kienet taghmlu tajjeb! L-imhaded, bis-suf tan-
naghag jew bir-rix tat-tigieg u tas-sriedak, kienu jinfethu
u jitberrhu wkoll u, ghalina t-tfal tal-hamsinijiet, dan
kollu kien festa: 1-art tal-kamra fejn konna nkunu kienet
issir qisha ghalqa hamrija ratba li stajna nitmierhu u
nagbzu fugha.

L-akbar attivita fid-dar kienet issir fl-istagun tal-Ghid,
qabel is-sajf, meta tkun riesqa l-festa ta’ San Publju.

L-Anzjani Llum



Din il-festa kienet iggib maghha t-tberik, il-wasla tal-
Ar¢ipriet, bl-abbati mieghu, 1i jidhol fid-dar, f’mixja
bieb bieb u jixhet ftit ilma mbierek f’kull kamra, jew
fil-kmamar ewlenin, u jghid talba u, imbaghad, jghid
kelmtejn wagqt li wiehed kien joffrilu grokk jew xi haga
ohra x’jixrob. Ommi, bhall-ommijiet 1-ohra, kienet trid
turthom kemm darna kienet armata tajjeb ghall-wasla
gasira taghhom. Missieri kien jahraq ftit qasab tal-
inc¢ens Indjan biex id-dar tfewwah ukoll. Xi drabi, ma
marx ghax-xoghol biex ikun hemm zgur ghall-wasla
tal-Arcipriet. Kien jerfa’ nofstanhar frank ghalhekk. Dak
kien il-mument qasir tat-tberik.

L-istaguni ma stajniex narawhom mill-qrib ghaddejjin
fin-natura minhabba li ma kellniex gnien u I-ftit gsari
li kienet trabbi ommi fil-gallerija ta’ gewwa u ta’
barra kienu jhaddru s-sena kollha. L-istaguni konna
ngharfuhom bis-sahha tal-kuntrast bejn is-shana tas-sajf
u l-kesha tax-xitwa u xejn rebbiegha u xejn harifa. Ommi
kienet issemmi l-mezzutemp waqt li missieri kien isemmi
dejjem it-tibdil tal-arja li hu kien jemmen li jgib l-irjihat
kollha mieghu. Ghalih, I-icken tqahqiha kienet thabbira
tas-soghla u I-inqas tharhira tal-imnieher kienet sinjal ta’
flissjoni. Ix-xitwa kienet tisthoqq merhba specjali. Kienet
iggib bidla liema bhalha maghha. L-ewwel xita kienet
festa. Konna nintasbu wara l-hgieg tat-tieqa u narawha

niezla, ghallinqas sakemm nidrawha. Jekk konna fil-
klassi tal-iskola, ma konna rridu xejn biex, bl-ghalliema
maghna b’kollox, ninfexxu nkantaw il-kantaliena li,
ghallinqas sal-hamsinijiet, kienu ghadhom jafuha bl-
amment hafna tfal: “Aghmel, xita, aghmel, halli jikber
il-haxix, il-haxix intuh ‘il-moghza u l-moghza ttina
l-halib.”

Malli tibda diehla x-xitwa, jinhargu l-kutri li l-ewwel
kienu jaghmlu gurnata fuq il-habel tal-inxir biex jitberrhu
umbaghad kienu jinfirxu fuq sodditna, ghal wahda tnejn,
skont il-kesha. Meta I-kutri ma kinux ilahhqu mal-kesha,
fuq is-sodda konna nifirxu wkoll il-kowtijiet il-qodma
t'ommi jew xi glekkijiet li missieri ma kienx ghadu
jilbes. Ghas-sajf, kien jinhareg il-fann li, bil-modestja
kollha tieghu, kien mistenni jifrex ftit ziffa mad-dar
kollha! Ma’ dhul is-sajf, il-kutri kienu jergghu jintrefghu
u konna norqdu b’lizar biss fugna. Bhala regola, fl-iljieli
shan, missieri kien jagla’ s-saqqijiet minn fuq is-sodod u
ahna nimteddu lkoll fughom fl-art, fil-kamra tal-ikel, bit-
tieqa miftuha berah fugna. Ommi kienet tibza’ li tidhol xi
wirdiena jew farfett il-lejl. Dawn l-iljieli bis-saqqu fl-art
kienu specjali ghalina. Imma l-ordni kienet dejjem li ma
naghmlux hsejjes zejda filghaxija jew matul il-lejl biex
ma ndejqux in-nies li kienu joqoghdu tahtna.

~

Appell

hargu fil-passat u informazzjonijiet utili ghalikom.

KGrazzi bil-quddiem.
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Rakela twieldet u baqghet tghix fir-rahal ckejken ta’
Emmaws flimkien maz-zewg hutha, Kleofa u Levi, li
kienu akbar minnha. Kellha madwar tletin sena; dejjem
mehdija bix-xoghol tad-dar, bil-hasil tal-hwejjeg,
issajjar u tghagen il-ftajjar biex, xhin hutha jaslu d-dar
mill-ghelieqi, isibu x’jieklu. Kienet kuntenta tghix
hekk; gatt ma hasset l-icken hajra ghaz-zwieg.

It-tlieta 1i huma trabbew minn genituri Lhud i,
sincerament, kienu jghozzu t-twemmin taghhom.
Ghalhekk, kull sena, meta jasal 1-Ghid, hutha kellhom
id-drawwa jmorru Gerusalemm biex izuru t-Tempju.
Rakela kienet tibga’ d-dar. Ibda biex, halli, flimkien
maz-zewgt iklieb kbar li kellhom, tghasses id-dwejra.
Barra minn hekk, kienet taf 1i, jekk tmur fit-Tempju, ma
setghetx tkun ma’ hutha I-hin kollu ghax in-nisa kienu
jinfirdu mill-irgiel u kellhom in-naha taghhom fejn
jitolbu. Kienet ftit timida u I-hsieb li trid thabbat wiccha
ma’ tant nies ma tathomx li jmorru ghall-festa kien
jaqtghalha qalbha. Ghalxejn hutha, sena wara l-ohra,
kienu jippruvaw jaghmlulha I-kuragg. Fl-ahhar, qatghu
galbhom minnha. Xejn xejn, meta jaslu lura mill-belt,
isibu platt shun u ftajjar imsajrin ghadhom shan. Wara
mixja twila bhal dik, kienu jinzlulhom ghasel.

Dik is-sena, bhas-soltu, Kleofa u Levi kienu bla sabar
Jjistennew li tasal il-festa tal-Ghid. Hejjew l-ahjar ilbies
li kellhom u telqu, imma mhux gabel wissew lil ohthom
biex, qabel torqod, tara li ssakkar il-bieb ta’ barra sew u
zzomm il-klieb madwarha 1-hin kollu.

Ghalkemm timida, Rakela ma kinitx xi bezziegha
imma kienet tghodd is-sighat sa ma l-klieb jibdew
jinghu ghax ixommu lil hutha resqin lura u johorgu
jiltagghu maghhom meta jkunu ghadhom imbeghdin
bicca sewwa. Bhas-soltu, dik is-sena, hejjiet 1-ikla tal-
Ghid bil-haruf ghal jum il-festa, sa ma hutha jigu lura
d-dar. Anki I-mejda kienet armata u lesta. Kemm kienet
tkun ferhana tistennihom gejjin! Fl-ahhar, il-klieb taw
l-ewwel sinjal 1i hutha ma kinux boghod wisq.

Marret fuq l-ghatba biex tilgaghhom imma ... skantat

dagsxejn! Dawk huma jew le? Ghax, minflok tnejn,
kienu tlieta. Bdiet toghrok ghajnejha. Kif jista’ jkun?
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Ftit frak tal-ftira

Rakkont ta’Lina Brockdorff

U, xhin waslu fil-qrib u setghet taghraf sew, qatghetha
li t-tielet ragel ma kinitx tafu. Dak zgur ma kienx mir-
rahal ta” Emmaws ghax Rakela kienet taf lil kulhadd
f’dak ir-rahal ckejken. Malli waslu, hutha qalulha li
dak ir-ragel kien ser jibga’ maghhom ghal-lejl ghax
kien joqghod f’rahal imbieghed u kien dalam wisq biex
ithalluh imur lura wahdu.

Meta dahlu gewwa, xammew ir-riha tfuh tal-ftajjar, li
kienu ghadhom kemm inhmew, flimkien mar-riha bnina
tal-haruf. Rakela mill-ewwel hasbet biex tnewlilhom
friskatur bl-ilma u xugaman, halli jahslu riglejhom.
Naturalment, il-mistieden kien l-ewwel wiehed li
ghamel hekk. Sadattant, Rakela bdiet tirranga I-mejda
tal-ikel li, qabel, kienet armata ghal tnejn imma, issa,
kienu ser ikunu tlieta. Ma habblitx mohhha dwar I-ikel.
Dak li sajret zgur iservi ghal kulhadd. Ma kellhiex id-
drawwa tiekol maghhom; hi sservihom u, imbaghad,
tiekol wara li jlestu huma.

Fuq il-mejda, kien hemm sjuni zghar biz-zebbug li,
minnhom, bdew inaqqru l-irgiel sa ma tasal il-ftira.
Kien hemm ukoll hass, kappar, hjar, tadam u hut
imqgadded, zejt u imbid, abjad u ahmar, flimkien ma’
bugqar bl-ilma. Fl-ahhar, Rakela waslet bil-ftira fuq platt
kbir li poggiet quddiem il-mistieden halli turih rispett.
Kienet ghadha hdejhom xhin il-mistieden beda t-talba.
Baqghet wieqfa hemm ma tic¢aqlagx. Il-mistieden ha
1-ftira f’idejh, berikha, gasamha fi tnejn u newwel bicca
kull wiehed lill-irgiel. Kif mank halla bi¢ca ghalih!

Imbaghad ... imbaghad ... haga li ma titwemminx, dak
il-mistieden ma deherx aktar; sparixxa! Rakela kien ser
jaghtiha hass hazin u zammet ma’ tarf il-mejda waqt
li l-irgiel gamu minn mal-mejda u bdew jitkellmu
f’daqqa: “Hu kien! Dak hu kien, il-kbir Profeta! Imma
kif ma ndunajniex gabel, minkejja 1i qalbna kienet
imkebbsa bl-imhabba ghalih? Imxi, Kleofa ... imxi

mmorru lura minn fejn gejna halli nghidu kollox lil
hutna ta’ Gerusalemm!”
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“Iva, ghall-inqas, kulu xi haga qabel tmorru! ... Ma
tarawx li mhux sew tmorru f’dad-dlam kollu ... ?7”

“Thabbilx rasek, oht; hallik mill-ikel ... tinkwetax ghax
dalam, ser niehdu fanal maghna. Ejja sakkar il-bieb
warajna!”

Rakela kienet qisha skantata; bilkemm temmen dak
li gara. Sakkret il-bieb u bdiet isejjah lill-klieb. Fejn
kienu? Dahlet tigri ’1 gewwa, ghax issoponiet fejn; qed
jixxabtu mal-fuklar fejn kien hemm il-haruf imsajjar!
Tathom ftit ghadam li spolpjat malajr malajr waqt
li fakkret lilha nnifisha 1i ahjar tiekol xi haga hija
wkoll. Tassew hassitha fjakka imma, qabel, xtaqet
taghmel xi hag’ ohra. Gabet sarvetta bajda nadifa u,
¢o fiha, gezwret il-ftira maqsuma fi tnejn; dik jehtieg i
terfaghha. Imbaghad, fittxet ghal frak li setghu waqghu
minnha meta I-mistieden specjali gasamha. Sabithom u
ghamlithom f’sarvetta nadifa ohra.

Meta Kleofa u Levi waslu lura mill-belt, tghidx kemm
damu jirrakkuntaw dwar kif lagghuhom huthom ta’

Gerusalemm.

“Min kellu jghidilna li kellna nergghu immorru lura
1-belt hekk malajr?” qal Levi.

“Dak mhu xejn ... ” wiegbet Rakela, “issa ser ikollkom
tergghu tmorru biex tohduni s’ghand omm il-Profeta,
ghax irrid inwasslilha dawk il-bi¢c¢tejn ftajjar 1i binha
kellu f’idu meta gie f’darna.”

Ghalxejn hutha ppruvaw jirragunaw maghha li huma
ma kinux jifilhu jergghu jmorru Gerusalemm; ma
halliethomx bi kwiethom sa ma jehduha. U taghha
ghaddiet!

Meta waslet lura Emmaws, tghidx kemm kienet
mimlija biha nnifisha ghax, ghall-ewwel darba, kienet
rifset fil-belt imgaddsa ta’ Gerusalemm. U, aktar minn
hekk, kienet ferhana ghax irnexxielha tara ’1 omm
dak il-mistieden specjali li, Tieghu, kien fadlilha biss
tifkira; dawk il-ftit frak tal-ftira!

Meg and I had been very good friends since our school
days. During the final year, as was the custom, we school
leavers organised a big party. It was here that Brian and
Meg met. It was love at first sight.

Meg’s father ran an affluent business and, after leaving
school, Meg started working for him. Brian decided
to continue his studies and, eventually, graduated as an
Accountant. It came as no surprise that, as soon as Brian
got a good job, plans were made for their marriage. [ was
very pleased to be invited to my best friend’s wedding
which was quite a big event as Meg was an only child
and, as far as her father was concerned, only the best
was good enough for his princess.

Meg’s father’s business flourished so much that he
decided to engage more staff. Brian was also asked to
join the business since, besides having the know-how, he
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The affair
A story by Liz Bajada

was now also a member of the family. Once Meg and
Brian’s family started to grow, they decided that Meg
should stay at home to look after their four offsprings.
However, we did keep in touch and, from time to time,
we would still go out for a coffee at the place we used
to frequent when we were in our teens. Although I was
not married, somehow, Meg was at ease talking to me
about her family problems. But I did not feel competent
enough to give her any sound, marital advice. And, yet,
she felt that she could trust me and seemed content that,
at least, I listened to her.

A couple of years before Meg and Brian celebrated their
twenty-fifth wedding anniversary, Meg’s parents passed
away and Brian had to step into his father-in-law’s shoes
and become the company’s Managing Director. By this
time, all their four children had left the family nest, either
to go to university or to set up their own home. Trudi,
the eldest, made them grandparents and lived quite near
to them. As Trudi was a single parent, Meg tried to help
her as much as she could by looking after her little girl
whenever it was necessary. However, after having such
a busy life looking after four kids, her husband as well
as their house, Meg felt that she had a lot of spare time
on her hands. It was then that she told Brian that she
intended to return to the office. Brian did not seem to
welcome the news and he told her that it would be better
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to take some time out and enjoy herself.

When she phoned me up and asked whether [ was free for
coffee, I willingly accepted her invitation. That morning,
Meg sought my opinion on her idea of returning to
work, even if only on a part-time basis. “That would be
splendid” I replied. “How about calling at the office one
afternoon to see whether you still like the atmosphere
there? You may find that, after all this time, things are
very different and you might have a change of heart.
There’s no harm in trying.” I encouraged her.

Not long after this meeting, the doorbell rang and I was
quite surprised to see Meg who called unannounced.
She just stood there on the doorstep and breathlessly
exclaimed, “June, I believe Brian is having an affair!
The day after we met, I called at the office, as you
had suggested, and the receptionist informed me that,
recently, Brian started working mornings only. Not to
cause a stir, | immediately left the office and went home.
I was not just upset, I was furious and very suspicious as
he had not told me anything about his new schedule. I
waited anxiously for his return. He came home at more
or less the usual hour. He was also his usual self, you
know, asking me about my day and enquiring whether
there was any news from the kids. Since he did not
broach the subject, I decided to do so myself. I told him
that I had stopped at the office and had not found him in.
He replied that he had some important business which
he had to attend to and quickly changed the subject by
asking what I had prepared for dinner. I immediately
decided to engage a private detective to find out what
he was up to. What else could I do? The thought that
there was someone else in his life kept nagging at me.
I felt hurt and betrayed. Twenty-five years of marriage
were no joke and I had always thought that there were
no secrets between us. I couldn’t tolerate this!”

I froze at this unexpected news. I had always thought
of Meg and Brian as the perfect couple. Was Brian
cheating on her or was Meg imagining things? There
must be a reason behind his being absent from the office
every afternoon. But, if he was clean about it, why had
he kept it a secret from her? All the advise I could give
Meg was to wait for the private detective’s report and
then take it up from there.

I waited anxiously for her to call. I did not dare call her
myself as I did not want her to feel that I was prying
into her personal affairs. Three weeks later, I happened
to be sitting at our favourite coffee shop when Meg
walked by and came and sat beside me as if we had
had an appointment to meet there and then, which we
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hadn’t. “June,” she began; “I’m so glad I found you here
and sorry for not contacting you earlier! So much has
happened since we last met!” She looked haggard and
worn out. Gone was the old Meg I knew!

She continued to explain that, when she saw the private
detective’s report and the photos he had taken of the
house that Brian went to every afternoon, she realised
that it was Trudi’s place, their own daughter. It turned
out that Trudi’s child had, suddenly, become very ill and,
in order not to worry her mother, she had turned to her
Dad for his help. Brian was taking every afternoon off
to tend the poor child so that Trudi could attend to her
part-time work.

On reading the report, Meg decided to, unexpectedly,
go to Trudi’s house with the excuse of wanting to see
her darling grandchild. It was then that she found Brian
with the kid. In a way, Meg’s unexpected visit was a
surprise to him as well. For a brief moment, he looked
very much like a little boy who had been found out!
But, on the other hand, it was a relief for him to make a
clean breast of it and let his loving wife know the truth.
In this way, they could also share the task. He didn’t
tell Meg because he didn’t want to worry her. He was
wrong, to be sure, and she was annoyed with him but,
at least, his intentions were good.

However, Meg still insisted that her suspicion of an
affair was correct. There was, indeed, a lady involved
but, in this case, it met with Meg’s full approval. Her
husband certainly had good tastes! “She’s a very pretty
lady,” Meg continued, “and I’m not saying this because
she happens to be our grand-daughter!” Meg was also

very pleased to let me know that the little one is now
much better but, by that time, she had got used to her
lover! As a matter of fact, Brian was not with Meg just
then because he had taken the child out for a ride in his
car; and with Meg’s blessing as well!
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Ilkoll nafu li z-zmien ma jistenna lil hadd; la lili u lanqas lilek.
Iz-zmien igerbeb, m’ghandux serhan; il-minutiera tal-arlogg
tibqa’ tterraq. Jghaddu I-granet, il-gimghat u s-snin. Triq dritta
dritta. M hemmx motels, hotels jew bus-stops fit-triq tal-hajja.
Matistax tieqaf ghax, il-mument li tieqaf, jghabbuk u jgorruk.

Tkun ghadek tifel, issir zaghzugh; la jimpurtak u
lanqas taghti kas li, xi darba, ser tixjiech. Imma l-mixja taz-
zmien wisq jimpurtaha x’tahseb int u ma tieqaf f’ebda stop
jew port, jekk mhux ghax tkun waslet fil-venda u fi tmiem
il-vjagg.

IlIkoll niftakru meta konna tfal, nivvintaw biex ser
nilaghbu. Konna nitkarrbu biex ihalluna nilaghbu fit-trig ma’
shabna. Imbaghad, tfacca t-television. Ilkoll niftakru kemm
gattajna sieghat fuq il-bankina nharsu lejh fil-vetrina tal-hanut.
U kemm konna nonfhu meta I-istampa kienet tintilef fir-ross?
Imbaghad, wasal il-cordless. Niftakru lil xi fanfru f’nofs
Strada Rjali, bil-cordless ma’ widnejh. U kemm kien goff!
Imbaghad, pass pass, f’Malta dahal il-computer ukoll. Illum,
kwazi tista’ tghid li kulhadd bil-mobile ¢kejken, f’idejh jew
fil-but. Ilkoll rajna bidliet kbar imma, meta nindunaw kemm
kienet twila l-medda taz-zmien sakemm illum spi¢c¢ajna
nkaxkru saqajna, nirrealizzaw ukoll li, bhan-nanna u n-nannu,
ahna wkoll spi¢¢ajna vittmi taz-zmien.

Bhal vjagg ta’ vapur, il-vjagg tal-hajja jibda f’guf
ommna u jissokta bla wagfien lejn it-tmiem sa ma jasal fil-
port tal-eternita. L-istess bhal mixja tax-xemx li, mal-jum,
tivvjagga lejn il-punent sa ma tghosfor taht ix-xefaq u jsaltnu
d-dlam u I-bahh.

Ges jirrakonta dwar wiehed sinjur li siker meta ra
l-abbundanza fl-ghelieqi tieghu. Malajr hema pjan f’mohhu.
Jibni mhazen kbar u jahzen. Imbaghad, jiekol u jixxala ghax
ghandu ghal hafna snin. Imma, qallu 1-Hallieq, “Iblah li int!
Dan il-lejl stess jitolbuk ruhek lura!”

Hazin jekk tahseb li I-futur etern tieghek tista’ tibnih
fug kemm irnexxielek iggemma’ u trekken! Tibgax tara kollox
f’termini ta’ flus! Irrealizza li, 1-affarijiet materjali, aktar ma
tehannaghom ma’ qalbek, aktar issibha difficli biex tinfatam
minnhom gabel I-ahhar nifs. Dawn, ghal min ma jafx, mhuma
xejn ghajr saborra; mazzra u ankra. Fil-vjagg etern, ifixkluk
u jtaqqluk. Tispic¢ca tintilef u ma tasal qatt sal-barkun.

L-ahhar ferrovija m’ghandha ebda skeda. Hazin jekk
tinzerta xi TGV, (train a’ grande vitesse), li taraha fugek u
ma ttik ebda ¢ans tippakkja l-valiggi imma ggorrok maghha
xorta wahda, trid jew ma tridx.

Tipposponix! Kun realistiku u aghraf li, ghada, jista’
jkun tard wisq. Hadd ma nghata garanzija. [l-festa tat-tieg
imhejjija. Nahseb li jkun ghaqli jekk nilbsu I-libsa tat-tieg u
ma nagqilghuhiex minn fugna halli, meta jigi tat-taxi, jagbad
u jwassalna sas-sala.

Ma nserrhux rasna ghax inhossuna ahjar minn
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Il-vjagg tal-hajja
Kitba ta’ David Degabriele

haddiehor. Xejn mhu garantit. Langas fejn tidhol il-bjuda
tal-lozor; tqabbilx u tikkomparax! Ftakar li I-imhallef tieghek
mhijiex il-folla imma 1-Mule;.

Forsi llum ma tantx ghadna nisimghuha imma, dak li
minn dejjem kien veritd, ghadu u jibqa® verita. Gesil jistenna
li nimxu warajh. Hu jaf it-triq. Jekk izzomm ghajnejk fuqu,
ma titfixkilx. Jiccalingjana. Qatt ma weghedna passiggata.
Hi verita wkoll li, hafna drabi, trid tghid le u tic¢ahhad
minn dak li jghammxilna ghajnejna u jxennagna. Imma Hu
weghedna wkoll li ser jimxi maghna, jipprotegina, iharisna u
Jippreparana ghall-eternita biex inkunu tieghu u mieghu ghal
dejjem. X’ irridu aktar?

Hu hallielna kors ta’ studju u ta’ prattika. Ilkoll
mistennijin nistudjawh u nghixuh kuljum u kullimkien; fid-
dar, fit-triq, fil-knisja, kullimkien. Il-kors magsum f’zewg
tagsimiet li jmorru flimkien; wahda tibni fuq I-ohra. Thobb
il-Mulej b’qalbek kollha u thobb lill-proxxmu tieghek bhalek
innifsek.

Ghandek hajtek kollha tistudja, tippratika u tipprepara
ghall-ezami finali. Kulhadd irid joqghod ghalih; iz-zghir, il-
kbir, il-fqir, is-sinjur, l-injurant u l-genju. M’ghandekx cans
tevitah. L-uniku dokument li jithalla f’idek huwa l-pitazz
mimli deskrizzjonijiet ta’ kull jum ta’ hajtek.

Zewg mistogsijiet trid twiegeb. Habbeijt il-Mule;j
b’qalbek kollha? U, 1-ohra, habbeijt il-proxxmu tieghek bhalek
innifsek? It-twegibiet ikunu fil-pitazz 1i ttella’ mieghek. U
lkoll nafu x’jigri jekk tehel f’dan it-fest semplici; tispicca
biex titlef il-qaleb u l-gbejna. L-eternita taghna nahmuha
ahna stess! Ejjew ma nintilfux f’dak 1i mhu xejn hlief tizjin,
tradizzjonijiet, drawwiet u folklor! Jalla li, meta jasal il-jum
u, fil-bieb, San Pietru jitlobna biex jaghti daqqga t’ghajn lejn
il-pitazz, jghidilna prosit qabel ma jdahhalna fis-sala tal-ezami.

Meta I-vapur ta’ hajjitna jasal fil-port tal-eternita,
inkunu mitlubin nipprezentaw il-bill of lading 1i, bhall-
pitazz, ikollu deskrizzjoni shiha ta’ dak kollu li ghabbejna u
garrejna sa ma wasalna fil-port tad-destinazzjoni ahharija. Ma
nilaghbux bil-futur taghna! Gesui qal li, fejn hemm it-tezor
tieghek, hemm tinsab galbek ukoll. Ejjew nitghallmu nifthu
jdejna u ninfattmu u ninhallu mill-irbit. Jekk galbek ankrajtha
ma’ dak li tahseb li hu tieghek, ser issibha kwazi impossibbli
li tinhall u titla’ °1 fuq. It-tezori huma mazzra li tnizzlek ’1
isfel. Torbot xejn ma’ qalbek! Tippruvax tlahhaq ma’ kollox
ghax titlef kollox! Tizfinx ma’ kulhadd u ma’ kollox ghax
tispicca titfixkel f’saqajk. Toqghodx thares lura ghax tispicca
f’xi hofra. Ftakar li nicca wahda hemm f’qalbek; iddeciedi
lil min ser tpoggi fiha. Pedestal wiehed ghandek; iddeciedi
lil min ser itella’ fuqu.

Ejjew nimmaturaw! Iz-zmien igerbeb. Sakemm
ghadu binhar, nistghu nirrangaw. Hemm il-futur etern fin-
nofs! Jekk ged tinduna li hemm fiex tista’ tirranga u tibdel,
thallix ghal ghada! Tissugrax li titlef kollox! Dakinhar, ikun
tard wisq! Ma jkollniex ¢ans niggebbdu dwar il-prezz. Is-
sejha hija radikali. Jekk tibga’ mghobbi b’dak li hu tad-dinja,
tehel u ma tghaddix ghax it-triq hija dejga. Geslt huwa t-triq.
Warajh, mhux ghal rasna. Ghandna bzonn lil xulxin. Warajh
imma flimkien!
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TISLIBA
Nru.116

Minn Albert Howard Madiona

Mimdudin: Weqfin:
1. Moghti ghal ftit (6) 2. Li ghandu temperatura oghla (5)
5. Bla xaghar (6) 3. Isem ta’ wiehed mill-appostli (4)
10. Stenbah (3) 4. Genituri bl-ulied (7)
12. Li hu ta’: Gej minn Ruma (5) 6. Hekk ikun (5)
14. Spirtu tal-melh (5) 7. Imperatur (6)
15. Isem ta’ mara (4) 8. Abbli; Ta’ hila (6)
16. Nofs ‘L’ (2) 9. Kattiv; Brutali (6)
17. Xuttagni (5) 11. Stenbah (3)
19. Isem Andrew bil-malti (5) 13. Twieled in-Naxxar (7)
22. Imferrah (8) 18. Rigel (4)
24. Nahla Ingliza?! (3) 20. Bosta dubbien (7)
25. Minfud (6) 21. Retta bla ta! (3)
28. Kellu prova li kien band’ ohra (5) 23. Stat mahkum minn Granduka (9)
31. Aktar minn tabib wiehed (5) 26. Frotta li tistenniha taqa’ f*halgek! (6)
33. Kuntemplat (7) 27. Mhux xellugi (6)
35. Isem ta’ rahal Ghawdxi (5) 29 Sadattant (6)
37. Royal Academy (1.1) 30. Strofa (6)
38. Dawn ta’ zmien il-qedem (6) 32. Tghodd flimkien bl’Ingliz (3)
39. Kisja; Qoxra (5) 34. Niegsa mis-smigh (5)

36. Ikxef; Esponi (3)

Premju: It-tislibiet tajbin li nir¢ievu bil-posta, sal-ewwel xahar minn meta johrog il-fuljett, jittelighu bil-polza biex jinghata premju
ta’ €10.
II-Premju ghat-tisliba numru 115 intrebah mis-Sinjura J. Gatt — Mosta, Prosit!

Soluzzjoni tat-tisliba tal-harga numru 115

Mimdudin: 1. qattus, 5. asfalt, 10. ant, 12. ombra, 14. mutur, 15. bram, 16. ta, 17. aspru, 19. nemel, 22. arretrat, 24. ali, 25. klikka,
28. basar, 31. frenc, 33. bellusi, 35. parti, 37. un, 38. attent u 39. mqita.

Wedfin: 2. agata, 3. tram, 4. suttana, 6. sabta, 7. tellus, 8. zraben, 9. korner, 11. nut, 13. applaws, 18. dlik, 20. maltemp, 21. eli,
23. tabilhaqq, 26. aladin, 27. kabord, 29. rvinat, 30. tfajla, 32 ¢ar, u 34. urtat
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Zbalji postali
Kitba ta’ Antoine Vassallo

Illum nibda b’pajjiz imbieghed sew minna imma li, bhalna, johrog
sett tal-Milied kull sena. FI-1985, in-New Zealand harget tliet bolli
bl-isem ta’, Silent night, Holy night, 1i juru disinji tan-Nativita, ir-
Rghajja u 1-Angli. Iddec¢idew 1i jzidu kliem, pjuttost zghir, biex
Jispecifikaw iktar 1-okkazjoni. Imma, sfortunatament, jew bi zball ta’
min ghamel id-disinn jew, forsi, peress li ma kinitx stamperija midhla
tal-lingwa Ingliza, (Enschedé tal-Olanda), il-kelma ‘CHRISTMAS’
inkitbet ‘CRISTMAS’ u ma ndunawx bl-izball mill-ewwel. Infatti,
lahqu stampawhom u
lestewhom qabel intebhu. Regghu stampawhom mill-gdid ikkoreguti
imma xi ftit lahqu skappaw u nbieghu bi prezz mhux hazin mid-
dilettanti.

“"&&Q’(
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Hekk gara wkoll fl-Algerija f1-2023 ghas-set annwali tal-Jum tat-
Turizmu. Yasmina Boukhari tqabbdet turi l-ar¢ipelagu, Abiba,
‘il barra minn Oran fuq ix-xtajta Mediterranja. Intqal li fittxet
fuq l-internet biex issib ritratt, ghazlet wiehed mis-sit tar-Radju
Algerin imma, stranament, kien totalment zbaljat. Infatti, dan juri
parti minn Franza. U, allura, minflok, I-Algerija rriklamat il-gzejjer
Sanguinaires, fil-Golf ta’ Ajaccio, Corsica. Ma nistax nithem kif
hadd ma nduna b’xejn!

Immur ftit iktar lura u nuri bolla tal-1956 tar-Rumanija li harget biex
tikkommemora l-hames anniversarju mill-introduzzjoni tal-biedja
kollettiva. Imma, malli dawn il-bolli hargu fl-idejn, xi hadd induna,
(Jew ftakar), li, fil-fatt, din l-istrategija, (socjalista jew kommunista),
kienet bdiet tithaddem fl-1949 u, ghaldagstant, is-sena 1956 kienet is-
seba’ anniversarju u mhux il-hames. Ftit tal-gimghat wara, inharget
bolla ohra, din id-darba, bid-dati korretti.

FINTAREA mmq,

N
1951- 1956
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Inkomplu nersqu iktar
qrib ta’ Zmienna u nuri p CAMERA DI COMMERCIGEC o

bolla Taljana li tfakkar il-Kamra tal-Kummer¢ tal-belt Kalabriza ta’ f§ /! : o
Cosenza. Id-disinjatur, Fabio Abbati, iddecieda li jgib dehra tas-sede {:} g:r.:l_m__ SRS
tal-Camera di Commercio imma ghamel difett ¢ckejken ckejken.Ma §p = AR 1!!_.!!!25 q
nafx hux htija tieghu jew ta’ min rama I-faccata tal-binja imma li naf 1§ FRRRER5ES
zgur hu li l-bnadar huma magqlubin. Infatti, il-bandiera nazzjonali
suppost li tkun fuq ix-xellug ghalkemm, biex inkunu ghidna kollox,
x’aktarx li tehtieg lenti
. biex tiddistingwihom.
7o, OBLIETNICA
SMRTI'MARKA POLA ¢ U, fl-ahhar nett, fil-

LUCIC / AKD / 2024.

ITALIA

LPZS. spAa - ROMA - 2022

Bosnia, hemm izjed minn amministrazzjoni postali wahda u, iktar
kmieni din is-sena, 1-2024, ilkoll iddec¢idew li jfakkru is-seba’
ﬁv' Pl ¢entinarju mill-mewt tal-esploratur famuz, Marco Polo (Marka
it ‘ . : Pola). Imma d-disinn ta’ Mostar 1i ghazlu, ghalkemm attraenti u
e Ay = - eleganti kemm tridu, fih difett anakronistiku storiku minhabba I-fatt

- ‘ ‘g e 4 li I-bastimenti li jidhru fl-isfond zgur 1i ma jmorrux lura ghas-seklu

QB%;I vina FBiH LVES,

tlettax jew erbatax, jigifieri, fi zmien Marco Polo.
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Pitturi famuzi

Kitba ta’ Vincent Piccinino

Henri Rousseau 1844 — 1910

Henri Rousseau huwa pittur Post-Impressjonista Franciz u huwa kkonsidrat bhala
] wiehed mill-esponenti ewlenin tal-pittura naive. Il-pittura naive qisha tpingija
4 maghmula mit-tfal. Jekk thares lejn dan is-self-portrait, li Rousseau ghamel fl-1890,
u tara I-mod li bih il-pittur ittratta 1-figuri i hemm fil-kwadru, is-shab u x-xemx kif
ukoll il-bandieri 1i jzejnu 1-bastiment, tista’ facilment tasal ghall-konkluzjoni li din
hija opra ta’ xi hadd tajjeb fid-disinn imma immatur fl-arti tal-pittura.

Rousseau twieled f’Laval, fi Franza, fil-21 ta’
Mejju tal-1844. Missieru kien landier u, meta kien zghir, kien imgieghel
jahdem mieghu. Dahal fi skola bhala boarder meta missieru falla u kellu
jitlag minn Laval ghax hadulhom id-dar fejn kienu joqoghdu. L-iskola ma
kienx xi stilla imma rebah premjijiet fit-tpingija u fil-muzika. Wara l-iskola,
dahal jahdem ma’ avukat u anki beda jistudja I-ligi imma nqabad jixhed falz
u, fl-1863, htieglu jfittex rifugju fl-armata, fejn serva ghal erba’ snin.
FI-1868, missieru miet u, biex ikun
M jista’ jmantni lil ommu armla, mar
\ Parigi u impjega ruhu mal-gvern
bhala kollettur tad-dazju fuq affarijiet dehlin Parigi. Huwa ghalhekk li
o Henri Rousseau nghata I-laqam ta’ Id-Dwanier. Beda jpingi bis-serjeta wara
;‘_.“ li ghalaq l-erbghin sena u, meta ghalaq id-disgha u erbghin, fl-1893, irtira
mix-xoghol ghalkollox halli jkun jista’ Jlddedlka 1-hin kollu tleghu ghall-
| arti. F’dan iz-Zmien, biex jissupplimenta
> l-pensjoni zghira 1i kellu, kien jaghmel xi
| xoghol part-time u anki kien idoqq il-vjolin P

fit-toroq ta’ Parigi.

Matul hajtu, Rousseau kien irredikolat mill-kriti¢i tal-arti sa ma gie
rikonoxxut bhala genju li tghallem wahdu. Infatti, Rousseau kien jistqarr 1i [
huwa ma kellux ghalliem iehor ghajr in-natura. Minkejja dan, ix-xoghlijiet
tieghu huma ta’ kwalita artistika gholja u kellhom influwenza qawwija fuq hatna §
generazzjonijiet ta’ artisti avant-garde 11 gew warajh; inkluz, Pablo Picasso.
Jinghad li, darba wahda, Picasso kien ghaddej minn triq u ra wiehed ged ibigh
kwadri, meqjusin bhala mhux tajbin, biex jergghu jpingu fughom. Fosthom, kien
hemm wiehed ta’ Henri Rousseau u z-zghazugh Picasso mill-ewwel gharaf il-
genju ta’ dan l-artist u ghamel mezz biex jiltaga’ mieghu.

[l-kwadru intitolat, Tiger in a Tropical Sun, li kien esebit fl-1891, jinsab fin-
National Gallery ta’ Londra fil-waqt li The Sleeping Gypsy, tal-1897, illum
qieghed fil-Muzew tal-Arti Moderna (il-MoMA) fi New York.

Henri Rousseau miet f’Parigi, fit-2 ta’ Settembru 1910, fl-eta ta’ sitta u sittin
sena. Sebat ihbieb attendew ghall-funeral tieghu u, fuq qabru, kitbulu hekk:

Insellmulek, ghaziz Rousseau;
Nittamaw li ged tismaghna!
Halli 1-bagolli taghna jghaddu mill-bibien tal-Genna
Bla ma jhallsu dazju!

Maghna, ahna ngibulek it-tila, iz-zebgha u l-pniezel
Halli, kif darba pingejt l-iljun u z-zingara,
Tghaddi l-eternita
Fid-dawl u l-verita tal-pittura.
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