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Tletin sena
Mill-ewwel harga
tal-magazine tal-anzjani

Kif hadd dagsna l-anzjani ma jaf, iz-zmien itir u ma jistenna lil hadd. Kieku
ma jkollokx il-provi f’idejk, langas temmen li diga ghaddew tletin sena
minn meta 1-Kunsill Nazzjonali tal-Anzjani ddecieda li jibda johrog dik li, dak
1z-zmien, issejhet Newsletter b’taghrif siewi ghall-anzjani, li dehret ghall-ewwel darba

lejn 1-ahhar ta’ Dicembru tal-1995.

I1-President tal-Kunsill Nazzjonali tal-Anzjani ta’ dak iz-zmien, is-Sur Sydney Barbara, kien ferah lill-Bord
Editorjali ghal hidma sfieqa tieghu u awgura 1i dik id-dagsxejn ta’ Newsletter tkompli tohrog u anki tkompli
tikber b’iktar taghrif ghall-anzjani taghna. Ghall-ewwel, din in-Newsletter kienet iggib 1-isem ta’ L-Anzjan [llum
imma, minn ftit tas-snin ‘1 hawn, bl-inizzjattiva tas-Sinjura Renee Laiviera, dak iz-zmien Membru tal-Kunsill,
dan il-magazine inbidillu ftit ismu u sar L-Anzjani Llum, u dan biex l-isem ikun iktar inklussiv u ma jibgax jidher

qisu xi magazine li jirreferi ghall-anzjani maskili biss, kif kien qabel.
ag . KUNSILL

Imbaghad, ghall-ghaxar hal“glet ta’ wara, NAZZJONAL]

l-editur kien Ronald Fiorentino M.D. DIP. TA” L-ANZJANI

GERT. L-ghaxar hargiet li kien imiss,sa | wo.:
Dicembru 1998, l-editur kien Maurice ’s
Petrocochino. Warajh, dahlet Antonia s‘

Matul dawn it-tletin sena, kien hemm
sebgha persuni li ghamluha ta’ edituri ta’
dan il-magazine. L-ewwel harga, dik ghal
Ottubru-Dicembru 1995, kien ha hsiebha
Joseph Dimech M.D. DGM(LOND).
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3 l-ew E
ta’ l-Anzjani fetah Pagna ohra ‘g e

(Lina) Bugeja 1i hadet hsieb teditja
l-erbgha u ghoxrin harga li kien imiss
u damet izzomm din il-kariga sa Gunju
tas-sena 2001. Wara Lina Bugeja, kien
imiss lil Paul Muscat Terribile, 1i kien
l-editur tat-tmien hargiet sa Gunju
2007. Is-sbatax-il harga li kien imiss,
sa Gunju 2009, ha hsiebhom Anton
Cremona. Imbaghad, f’Lulju tal-2013,
ra kif ghamel u dahal ghal din il-bicca
xoghol Vincent Piccinino u ghadna
sal-lum ma nistghux nehilsu minnu;
lanqas wara hamsin-il edizzjoni!

Bhalma kien ghamel il-President ta’
tletin sena ilu, is-Sur Sydney Barbara,
ahna nawguraw iktar taghrif, iktar
taghlim u anki iktar qari li jaghti gost
lill-qarrejja taghna, ad multos annos.

Marica Attard Cassar
Segretarja Amministartiva

Kunsill Nazzjonali tal-Anzjani

fl-attivitajiet ticghu billi qed
Johirog din 1-ewwel Newsletter,
Din ghandha tkun ta’ gid ghall-
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‘L-ANZJANI LLUM’ huwa
lehen il-Kunsill Nazzjonali
tal-Anzjani li johrog
bla hlas kull tliet xhur
biex izomm lill-Anzjani
kollha infurmati b’dak
li ged jigri dwarhom u
ghalihom, u biex jaqsam
maghhom il-veduti, ideat
u suggerimenti taghhom.
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EDITORJAL
Hbieb Anzjani, Insellmilkom

Jikteb Vincent Piccinino - Editur

[llum, iddecidejt li nghidilkom xi haga fuq Milly. U le,
Charl; fejn sejjer b’rasek? Ghalxejn ged tidhaq. Naccertak
li Milly mhijiex xi old flame li kelli meta kont ghadni narmi
d-duhhan minn kullimkien!

Mela, x’kont qed nghid? Milly thobbni! Lanqas tilhaq tarani

li ma tigix tigri lejja, kwazi titla’ fuqi, tiggranfa mieghi u

tarma tbusni f’ghonqi, wara widnejja u fejn jigi. Ara! Ser jerga’ jidhaq l-iblah! Naf

x’int tahseb ta! Int ged tahseb li Milly hija xi fergha matrimonjali tieghi on the side,
hux hekk? Nassigurak li sejjer imqarraq! Issa tara!

Inkompli! Milly thobb it-tmellis! Ittiha tort? Min ma jhobbux it-tmellis? Il-gost u
I-pjacir taghha meta ndahhal is-swaba’ ta’ jdejja go xagharha u noqghod immelsilha
rasha u fuq wara ta’ ghonqa. Afli int one track mind, tafx, Charl! Nerga’ nghidlek,
ghandek zball! Anzi, ara, ha naqtghuha fil-qasir darba ghal dejjem! Milly hija I-kelba
fidila, Cavalier, King Charles tat-tifla tieghi, Christine. Kuntent issa? Fuq dik qed
nitkellem! Dik Milly!

Nahseb li issa nista’ nkompli minghajr iktar interuzzjonijiet banali, hux hekk! Kont
ged nghid; Milly dejjem fidila u leali; taghmlilha x’taghmlilha. Ma tihux ghaliha
bix-xejn, kif naghmlu ahna l-bnedmin. Jekk tonqosha f’xi haga, ma taghmilx xi
gimgha bil-geddum, ma tkellmekx, ma tmissx mieghek fis-sodda u I-hin kollu
tharislek bl-ikrah. Tibqa’ xorta wahda tigi tigri tifrah bik kull darba li tarak, titla’
fugek, tiggranfa mieghek u ma tieqafx tbus.

Milly hija sensittiva hafna wkoll. Taf min ihobbha u taf min m’ghandux grazzja
maghha. Mhux hekk biss imma Milly tkun taf ferm aktar milli jkunu jafu n-nies
meta int thossok tajjeb u ferhan kif ukoll meta tkun thossok ma tiflahx, imdejjaq
jew inkwetat fuq xi haga. U, f’¢irkustanzi bhal dawn, Milly iggib ruhha b’modi
differenti wkoll. Perezempju, meta int ma tkunx thossok tajjeb, araha tigi hdejk,
titla’ fugek, taghmel rasha fhogrok imma ma tippretendi xejn minghandek. Donnha
li kulma tkun trid hu li tkunlek ta’ wens biss, u xejn izjed. Anki ghajnejha juruk
li hi wkoll qalbha sewda; bhalek; donnha biex tissimpatizza u tidentifika ruhha
mieghek f’mumenti bhal dawn! Tghiduli xejn, bil-qabda ahjar minn nies Milly!
Il-kliem biss jonqosha!

Milly ghandha galb tad-deheb ukoll! Ma zzommx f’qalbha bhalma, sfortunatament,
jaghmlu hafna; ma tafx b’mibgheda; mhux ser tumbrak jew tahlef li tpattihielek
b’xi mod jew iehor jekk tinsielha I-birthday jew l-anniversarju. Lanqas jekk ma tix-
trilhiex fjuri f’Jum San Valentinu. Milly m’hawnx bhalha! Qatt ma tikkuntrarjak jew
tghajrek b’li ghandek u b’li m’ghandekx jew tinsulentak, tmaqdrek jew izzebilhek,
anki ghal xejn b’xejn. Ghalhekk inhobbha jien lil Milly u ma nibdilha ma’ xejn.
Issa,wara li smajtu dan kollu, ghiduli intom, kif nista’ ma nhobbhiex lil Milly jien?

Int ghadek mhux konvint hux Charl? Ghadek temmen li Milly hija xi tfajla ta’
tmintax-il sena li ggennet ghal warajja, hux veru? Mhux li kien hekk, jahasra!

Is-sahha u s-sliem lil kulhadd.



Inqabblu I-metodi tal-kalkolu tal-pensjoni bejn min
twieled qabel 1-1962 u dawk ta’ wara 1-1962

Kitba ta’ Emanuel Deguara

Illum, ser naghmlu izjed kalkoli. Ghalkemm il-kalkoli forsi jdejjqu lil xi whud, naf li
dawn jinteressaw lil hafna; kemm jekk huma pensjonanti kif ukoll jekk ghadhom gedin
jikkontribwixxu biex, ‘il quddiem, ikollhom il-pensjoni taghhom.

Ghal-lum, ser nittrattaw biss dwar il-medja tal-kontribuzzjonijiet tas-sigurta soc¢jali biex
wiehed jigi intitolat ghal zewg terzi tad-dhul pensjonabbli tieghu.

Jinghad li, min twieled qabel is-sena 1962, ghandu bzonn 35 sena bolol (kontribuzzjonijiet
tas-sigurta soc¢jali) biex ikollu zewg terzi u, min twieled mis-sena 1962 ‘1 hawn, ikollu bzonn
40 sena bolol. Dan huwa minnu imma huwa importanti li wiehed jiftakar kif isiru l-kalkoli
ghal dawk ta’ qabel u dawk ta” wara 1-1962. Fil-hargiet ta’ qabel, spjegajt kif jinhadmu
z-zewg kalkoli imma, biex wiehed jifhem ahjar, ejja nergghu niftakru ftit permezz ta’ ezempiji.
Nibdew bil-metodu ghal dawk li twieldu gabel is-sena 1962, li ghandhom bzonn 35 sena
bolol. Lihafna ma jafux huwa li,dawk il-35 sena, fihom kundizzjoni u huwa ferm importanti
li din il-kundizzjoni fil-kalkolu tkun maghrufa sew. Din il-kundizzjoni hija li dawn il-35 sena
jridu jinkludu l-ahhar ghaxar snin ta’ qabel is-sena li fiha wiehed ikun ser jiehu il-pensjoni
u li dawn ikunu kollha imhallsin, kif ukoll li 1-25 sena I-ohra ikunu fis-snin ta’ qabel dawk
l-ahhar ghaxar snin. Jigu kkalkolati zewg medji; wahda tal-ahhar 10 snin u l-ohra tal-25
sena li jibga’. Il-medja finali tkun il-medja ta’ dawk iz-zewg medji. Ir-rizultat irid ikun izjed minn 50 biex tibbenefika minn
zewg terzi. Jekk ir-rizultat ikun inqas minn 50, tibbenefika minn pro-rata mahduma bir-rizultat diviz b’50 u mmultiplikat
biz-zewg terzi.

Ezempju: Persuna tkun hallset 35 sena bolol bl-ezatt u kellha I-ahhar 10 snin kollha imhallsin. Il-kalkolu huwa l-ahhar 10
snin li fihom 522-il kontribuzzjoni divizi b’10 snin: 522/10 = 52.2. U 1-25 sena ta’ qabel li fihom 1303 divizi b’25 sena:
1303/25 = 52.12. Il-medja finali tigi (52.2+52.12)/2 jigifieri 52.16. Ir-rizultat huwa izjed minn 50 u, ghaldagstant, din il-
persuna tibbenefika minn zewg terzi tad-dhul pensjonabbli.

Ezempju iehor: Persuna li wkoll twieldet gqabel is-sena 1962 imma li ma kellhiex l-ahhar 10 snin ta’ kontribuzzjonijiet kollha
ghax, ftit qabel irtirat, kellha tieqaf qabel 1-eta’ pensjonabbli ghal diversi ragunijiet. Kellha mhallsin 468 bolla fl-ahhar 10
snin. Mela, il-medja tal-ahhar 10 snin tigi: 468/10 = 46.80. Fil-25 sena ta’ qabel, kellha 1304 kontribuzzjonijiet imhallsin.
Mela, il-medja tigi 1304/25 = 52.16. Il-medja finali hija: (46.80 + 52.16)/2 = 49.48 u, peress li 49.48 huwa inqas minn 50,
din il-persuna ser ikollha pensjoni ta’ zewg terzi ridotta pro rata, jigifieri, 2/3 x 49.48/50. F’dan il-kaz, il-ligi tipprovdi li
jinhadimlek kalkolu iehor b’metodu differenti billi tghodd il-kontribuzzjonijiet kollha bejn I-eta’ ta’ tmintax-il sena sas-sena
ta’ qabel persuna tirtira. Minn tmintax-il sena sal-eta ta’ 64 sena, hemm 46 sena. Jekk, nghidu ahna, din il-persuna jkollha
mhallsin 1820 kontribuzzjoni (jigifieri, 35 sena bolol) dawn jigu divizi b’46: jigifieri, 1820/46 = 39.56. Dan xorta wahda
jirrizulta inqas minn 50 u, allura, f’pensjoni ridotta. Anzi, f’dan il-kaz, din hija pensjoni iktar ridotta minn ta’ qabel. F’kaz
bhal dan, jittiched l-aktar kalkolu li huwa ta’ vantagg ghal dik il-persuna, jigifieri, pensjoni ridotta ta’ 2/3 x 49.49/50.

Kif jidher mit-tieni ezempju, min twieled qabel is-sena 1962 u kellu 35 sena bolol imhallsin imma ma kellux 1-ahhar 10 snin
shah, jista’ jkun li ma jibbenfikax minn pensjoni shiha ta’ zewgt terzi.
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Issa, ejjew nghaddu ghal kalkolu ta’ dawk li twieldu wara s-sena 1962. Dawn ghandhom kalkolu wiehed possibbli, fejn
m’hemmx distinzjoni bejn l-ahhar 10 snin u s-snin ta’ qabel u dan isir hekk: jittiehdu I-bolol tal-ahjar 40 sena fil-perijodu
bejn it-tmintax-il sena sas-sena ta’ qabel l-irtirar u dawn jigu divizi b’40 sena. Innutaw li, ghalkemm hemm 46 sena bejn
l-eta’ ta’ 18 sal-eta’ ta’ 64, xorta l-bolol jiddividu ruhhom b’40 sena u mhux b’46 sena. Rizultat: 2084/40 = 52.10 1i jfisser
pensjoni shiha ta’ zewg terzi.

Wara li hdimna zewg ezempji prattrici ta’ persuni li twieldu qabel is-sena 1962 u ezempju iehor ta’ persuna li twieldet wara
1-1962, ejja nghamlu xi osservazzjonijiet:

1 Huwa ferm importanti ghal min twieled qabel is-sena 1962 li jkollu I-ahhar 10 snin shah biex ikun izjed fiz-zgur
li ma jkollux pensjoni ridotta.

Bil-ligi ta’ qabel ir-riforma tas-sena 2005, il-legislatur kellu 1-ghan li jippromwovi d-dinja tax-xoghol u,
ghaldagstant, kien ged ihajjar lill-haddiem biex, matul il-karriera tieghu, ikompli jaghmel I-almu tieghu biex
ikollu kundizzjonijiet tax-xoghol u grad ahjar billi jtejjeb il-paga tieghu li, wara, tghinu jkollu pensjoni oghla.
Anke |-fatt li jintaghzlu I-ahjar tlett snin pagi konsekuttivi mill-ahhar ghaxar snin kienet in¢entiv biex il-haddiem
jibga’ jikkontribwixxi sal-eta’ pensjonabbli tieghu u jispicca l-karriera tieghu bhala anzjan attiv.

2 Dawk li twieldu mis-sena 1962 ‘il quddiem m’ghandhomx restrizzjonijiet jekk jibqghux jikkontribwixxu sal-ahhar
jew le qabel I-eta pensjonabbli taghhom ghax kull sena kontribuzzjoni hija meqjusa I-istess bhal kull sena ohra
matul hajjithom. Ghaldagstant, ladarba jkunu ghaqqdu erbghin sena kontribuzzjonijiet shah matul il-karriera
taghhom bejn is-sena li fiha ghalqu t-tmintax-il sena sas-sena ta’ qabel ikunu ser jirtiraw (43 sena ghal min ikun
ser jirtira ta’ 61 sa 47 sena ghal min jirtira ta’ 65) ikollhom rashom mistrieha 1i mhux ser ikollhom pensjoni
ridotta. Fil-fatt, ged ikun hemm hafna kazi fejn persuna jkollha diga 40 sena bolol imhallsin anki sa mill-eta ta’
59 sena u taghzel li taghmel sentejn ma tahdimx sakemm tiehu I-pensjoni ta’ 61 sena. Jista’ jkun hemm hafna
ragunijiet biex wiehed jaghmel din I-ghazla, fosthom, sempli¢ciment biex igawdi hajja bla rbit tax-xoghol jew
ghax ikun imdejjaq jew ghax ghejja jahdem jew ghax jiddeciedi li jieqaf halli jghix hajja bla xkiel u anki jaghmel
xi safra fit-tul jew biex ikun jista’ jichu hsieb ahjar lil xi genitur jew qarib tieghu jew taghha.

Barra l-osservazzjonijiet tieghi hawn fuq, kulhadd jista’ jaghmel l-osservazzjonijiet u konkluzjonijiet tieghu imma, qabel
naghlaq, irrid u nhoss li huwa relevanti li, ma’ dak li ghedna hawn fuq, infakkar f’mizura li tippromwovi u tin¢entiva persuna
biex tibqa’ tahdem sal-eta tal-pensjoni statuturja u din tghodd kemm ghal dawk li twieldu qabel u anki wara s-sena 1962:

o Min ikollu bizzejjed kontribuzzjonijiet biex jirtira ta’ 61 imma jaghzel li jipposponi b’sena u jiehu I-pensjoni
ta’ 62 sena, jibbenefika minn 6.5% zieda fir-rata tal-pensjoni tieghu.

o Min jipposponi b’sentejn, ikun intitolat ghal Zieda ta’ 13.5%.

o Min jipposponi bi tliet snin, ikun intitolat ghal zieda addizzjonali ta’ 21%.

o Min jipposponi l-pensjoni b’erba’ snin, iz-zieda addizzjonali hija ta’ 29%.

Hbieb, ghal lum nieqfu hawn u nawguralkom it-tmiem tas-sajf u bidu tal-harifa mill isbah u fuq kollox sahha u sliem.

4 )

Limerikk

Vincent Piccinino

Kien hemm ¢ertu Lonzu Sammut
Li kien naqra wahda skadut.
M’ilux, go hanut

Kiel il-hut kollu dud

Ghax qal: “Hekk jew b’hekk, jien sa mmut!”
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Mill-ktieb tat-tifkiriet
‘Fjuri li ma Jinxfux’

tal-Professur Oliver Friggieri

L-ewwel kitba tat-tfulija

Hemm ghazliet li jsiru meta persuna tkun ghadha zghira u
li, maz-zmien, isiru l-istess hajja ta’ dik il-persuna. Huma
ghazliet 1i donnhom mhumiex ghazliet izda passi istintivi,
naturali, mehudin minghajr ma tinghad il-kelma “iva”
ghalihom xi darba. Jghaddi z-zmien u dawn il-passi jkunu
ddeterminaw kollox wehidhom ghall-gejjieni kollu. Miniex
¢ert kemm huwa ghaqli li l-umanita tichu certi dec¢izjonijiet
fis-snin bikrija taz-zghozija, meta mbaghad hafna sforzi ohra
taz-zghozija jkollhom jitgiesu bhala nieqsa mill-esperjenza,
bikrijau mghagglin wisq jew zbaljati. Imma n-natura, minnha
nnifisha, taghmilna nisa u rgiel diga meta ghandna ftit aktar
minn ghaxar snin, waqt li 1-kultura, imbaghad, iggeghelna,
bhallikieku, nitnikkru biex nidhlu fid-dinja tal-adulti. Xorta
wahda, inkunu kemm inkunu kbirna, f’zghozitna, meta
naslu biex niehdu decizjoni dejjiema, ahna dejjem zghar u,
’il quddiem, mohhna sikwit jirrevedi I-kuntratti u r-rabtiet
taghna. L-adult ihares lura lejn iz-zaghzugh u jwiddbu jew
jikkundannah jew jifrahlu. Hemm nintebhu li 1-hajja hija
sensiela ta’ qaghdiet psikologici li jkollna nghaddu minnhom
u msieken ahna jekk ma nimxux fuq il-habel bil-hila tal-
akrobata.

Pinna, lapes, karta u gomma

L-ghazla tal-kitba, jekk ghazla nista’ nsejhilha, ghamiltha
madwar 1-1958 meta kelli hdax-il sena. Kont nintasab mal-
mejda u nifrex quddiemi pitazz tar-rigi wesghin. Kien iz-
zmien meta kont nifrah nara tipi differenti ta’ karta, jew il-
lapes ittemprat tajjeb bix-xafra, jew il-pinna u l-karta sahhara
u l-gomma u r-riga. Dawn l-affarijiet komuni kellhom seher
fuqi.

Sieghat shah ghaddejt matul il-jiem ta’ tfuliti msammar mas-
siggu isfar tal-injam tas-sett tal-kamra tal-pranzu li, sikwit,
kien johrog minnu musmar irqiq u jniggizni u kien ikolli
mmur ingib martell u nsammru bla ma tinduna ommi ghax
dak kien wiehed mis-siggijiet tad-dota taghha. Inhares fil-
vojt, ingiddem il-lapes jew il-pinna li kont inghatajt bhala
rigal xi darba, inserrah rasi fuq idejja t-tnejn miftuhin bhal
zewg kolonni taht wic¢i u nistenna u nistenna li jigini l-hsieb,
il-kliem u nikteb. Kelli diga hjiel tal-metrika u, l-izjed, tal-
versi tat-tmienja, tad-disgha, tal-ghaxra u tal-hdax li, maz-
zmien, sar il-vers favorit tieghi. Nghodd is-sillabi bis-swaba’
ta’ id wahda miftuha berah fuq wi¢¢ il-mejda u ntanbar bil-
ponot tas-swaba’ biex nisma’ l-hoss, daqqa fuq sidri (kif
ghadni naghmel sal-lum) u daqqa fuq il-mejda, sakemm
nara li I-vers hu mgassam sewwa skont is-sillabi bl-accenti u
minghajr accenti. Dan ix-xoghol swieli ta’ gid kbir sa minn
kmieni biex tharrigt hafna u fit-tul fil-metrika sakemm, maz-
zmien, kont wasalt nohloq il-mewga ritmika tal-vers billi
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nirre¢itaha b’lehen
ftit gholi, minghajr
il-htiega 1i ntanbar
aktar. Kont nikteb
I-aktar l-istrofi ta’
erba’ versi bir-rima
bejn it-tieni u r-raba’
Vers.

L-ewwel temi
li laqtuni kienu
religjuzi: Alla, il-Madonna, il-qaddisin, il-Knisja, il-festi.
Kien jolqotni hsieb jew sentiment u kont immur dritt fuq il-
mejda u nikteb. Imbaghad, naqra u nerga’ naqra kulma ktibt,
nirrevedi fejn mehtieg, inbiddel u nirranga u naghmel kopja
pulita u lesta. Kont nikteb minghajr ma nieqaf u kull poezija
kienet iggibli maghha hena liema bhalha. Il-bi¢c¢a 1-kbira,
kont inzommhom ghalija u kont inhossni imbarazzat jekk
kienu jaqghu taht ghajnejn missieri li, naturalment, ma damx
ma sar jaf li, ghalija, il-poezija kienet diga haga tal-akbar
importanza. Kien jishaq mieghi li nistudja u 1i ma nitlifx
l-attenzjoni minn fuq il-kotba; kien ifakkarni fl-ezamijiet.
Imma qatt ma wissieni biex nieqaf mill-poezija u, maz-
zmien, beda jurini interess kbir fiha.

Aktarx li, fI-1958, bdejt b’versi fuq il-Milied imma, sentejn
wara, ktibt xi strofi ahjar fuq it-twelid ta’ Sidna Gesti Kristu
u rbaht il-premju f’kompetizzjoni fil-programm tat-tfal tan-
Nannu Pepp (kif kien isejjah lilu nnifsu I-prezentatur) fuq
ir-Rediffusion. Kien programm imfittex hafna mit-tfal kull
ghaxija jew kwazi. Kont nikteb il-versi matul il-lezzjonijiet
tal-iskola u, meta kont ninduna li I-ghalliem kien wasal biex
jinnotani, kont infittex indahhal kollox gewwa jew nghatti
I-karti taht karti jew kotba ohrajn u noqghod attent ghal-
lezzjoni waqt li mohhi jkompli jhewden fuq il-versi li kien
ghad jonqosni nikteb.

Meta qaddes Father Joe Bugeja, fis-7 t’April 1962, ktibtlu
poezija li xxandret ftit qabel f’Lehen is-Sewwa. Ghamilt
zmien twil nghin lil Fr. Joe bil-kitba fil-pagna tieghu ghat-
tfal. Inqis li I-Lehen kien sewa ta’ ghajnuna kbira ghalija
biex inxandar I-isforzi bikrija tieghi. Kont inxandar il-versi
wkoll *fThe Merry Youth, f’11-Berqa, f’Xehda Ghasel, {’I1-
Messaggier tal-Qalb ta’ Gesii, Il-Haddiem, Il-Furjana, II-
Qawmien, I1-Hajja, fi¢-Children’s Own u ohrajn. L-interess
gawwi fil-poezija baqa’ jikber mieghi sa fil-klassi tal-iskola
sekondarja tas-Seminarju. Kont insib ghaxqa kbira matul il-
lezzjonijiet tal-letteratura, bhalma huma I-letteratura Ingliza,
Taljana, Griega u Latina, li konna nistudjaw. Hekk, bhal shabi
kollha, stajt insir midhla ta’ ghadd ta> poeti: ir-romantici
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Inglizi u, fuq kulhadd Keats u Shelley, li t-tnejn bqajt
ingimhom b’qalbi kollha dejjem. Anki Giovanni Pascoli u
Leopardi, imfissra bil-ghaqal minn Dr. Gorg Zammit li kien
jiddeklama l-versi u mbaghad jitkellem fughom b’emozzjoni
kbira. Zammit kien jithasseb li Leopardi seta’ jinfluwenzana
zzejjed bil-pessimizmu tieghu; fic-Cokon tieghi, zaghzugh
ghatxan ghall-gharfien ta’ kulma hu letterarju u, fuq kollox,
poetiku, ¢erti sentimenti malinkoni¢i tieghu kont inhosshom
diga jien ukoll jien u nhares madwari u nistagsi ghaliex.

La sera del di’ di festa jew Il tramonto della luna jew, fuq
kollox, La ginestra, Gorg Zammit, b’qalb ta’ poeta differenti
u b’sens ta’ missier ukoll, kien ifittex li jbiddel id-diskors,
jibdel I-atmosera tal-klassi u jghidilna xi ¢ajta. Maz-zZmien,
madankollu, kelli nintebah wahdi kemm hemm diqa fil-
poezija tieghu stess; diga ta’ Nisrani li jhoss hafna bhala
poeta u li jwegga’ quddiem kull xorta ta’ tbatija. Maz-zmien,
thimt ukoll kemm hemm serjeta taht il-qoxra tal-karattri
komic¢i tieghu, Wenzu u Roz.

Ghalhekk, wara li jfissrilna xi poezija bhal A Silvia jew

I1-Malti hafif rixa

Kitba ta’ Anthony Cardona, BA. M.A. S.Th.D.

Fejn se npoggi dik 1-imbierka GH?

Tiftakruhom il-hamsinijiet u s-sittinijiet? Kemm konna nigru hux meta konna tfal! Ilventi,
hfief u ferhanin u, fuq kollox, mohh ir-rih. Dejjem nilaghbu barra mal-hbieb u mal-girien
- cat, noli, passju, il-habel, ix-xixu, harba, boc¢i, zibeg u hafna loghob iehor. F’loghba
minnhom, konna naqtghu ghal min jigi biha u konna nghattulu ghajnejh waqt li nghidu,
‘Ara gejja I-mewt ghalik, biex taqlik, biex tixwik, ara gejja, ara waslet, din id-daqgqa min
tahielek?’ Imbaghad, t’ghajnejh mghottijin,irid jaqta’ min ikun tah id-daqqa u, jekk ma
jaqtax, jagla’ 1-kastig! Kemm konna nigru bir-roti ghax kien hemm hafna spazji miftuhin
fejn ma kinux jghaddu hafna karozzi, bhal-lum, u kien hemm hafna ghelieqi ma’ kullimkien
u konna, jew nilaghbu I-futbol, jew harba u erhina nigru wara xulxin. Dak kien Zmien!

Imbaghad xi nghidu ghall-iskola u dak l-imbierek homework! Niftakarni fil-primarja fil-lezzjoni tal-Malti qatt ma stajt
nithem li, fil-Malti, hemm hafna regoli li jiggwidawk fejn tpoggi l-gh fil-kliem li jehtiguh. Min jghidlek mod u min iehor.
Imma, fl-ahhar, xi hadd ghallimhieli u bagghet go mohhi! Mela, ejjew ni¢¢arawha din ghax ghad hawn min ghadu sal-lum
jehidlek li I-Malti ma jahmlux ghax ma jafx kif jikteb kliem li flhom I-gh. [llum, ser nibda billi nitkellem fuq il-verbi tal-
ewwel forma. Dawn huma l-iktar verbi facli bhal: kiser, seraq, habat, laghab u baghat. Fejn jidhlu I-verbi li fihom gh fin-nofs,
dejjem gabbilhom mal-mudell SeRaQ. Allura, verbi bhal: LaGHaB, XeGHeL u BaGHaT jinkitbu bhal SeRaQ anki meta
jigu kkonjugati, bhalma naraw f’dawn l-ezempji:

SeRaQ SRaQT JiSiRQu SeRQeT NiSRaQ

LaGHaB LGHaBT JiLaGHBu LaGHBeT NiLGHaB
XeGHeL XGHeLT JiXeGHLu XeGHLeT NiXGHeL
BaGHaT BGHaTT JiBaGHTu BaGHTeT NiBGHaT

Indunajtu li, kull fejn tigi I-R tigi I-GH? Din ir-regola tapplika anki meta nzidu s-suffissi mal-verb. Perezempju, seragha -
laghabha, xeghelha u baghatha. Sraqthom - lghabthom, xghelthom u bghatthom. Kieku tagbad kull kelma u tpoggi l-ittri
f’garzelli, joqoghdu preciz taht xulxin. II-Malti fih hafna forom bhal dawn li jghinuk biex taghraf fejn ghandek tpoggi dik
I-imbierka GH. Ghalhekk, la tikteb: sraqnihielha, mela, allura, Ighabnihielha, xghelnihielha u bghatnihielha u, la tikteb
serquhielna, allura ghandek tikteb laghbuhielna, xeghluhielna u baghtuhielna. Ghal-lum, ahjar dagshekk halli ma nhawdilkomx
mohhkom. Ipprattikaw naqra din ir-regola u darb’ohra nkompli nispjega fuq forom ohrajn li fihom 1-gh. Araw dawn is-
sentenzi li gejjin, bhala ezempju:

L-ittra bghatthielha Pawl? Le ghadni ma bghatthiex. Issa nibaghtuhielha ghada!

Tridx immorru nilaghbu fl-ghalqa Ton? Ma nistax nilghab ghax ghandi sieqi tugaghni. Mela kien hemm xi hadd li laghablek
xi daqqa ta’ sieq?

Ixeghlu naqra! M’iniex ged nara bid-dlam li hawn! Ha nixghel ix-xemgha ghax m’hawnx dawl. Imbaghad nixeghlu meta
jigi d-dawl.
Ibgghu gabblu dawn il-verbi mal-mudell SeRaq u, jekk jista’ jkun, ipprattikawhom kuljum sakemm tibdew tiktbuhom tajjeb

mill-memorja. Ibqghu certi li, wara ftit taz-zmien, din ir-regola ssir parti minnek. Qed taraw kif qatt m’hu tard biex titghallem!
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Angelo Pace — kompozitur tal-marci Maltin

Angelo Pace, huwa
I-kompozitur tal-marci
Maltin b’melodiji sbieh
li tassew ipaxxu l-qalb
u jpaxxu l-widna. Hekk
stqarr darba mieghi
missieri, Karmenu,
u issa, li kbirt, nghid
kemm kellu ragun.
Illum, li napprezza
aktar il-muzika, nghid
minghajr tlagliq ta’ xejn
li I-mar¢i tas-Surmast
Angelo Pace huma
mar¢i sbieh, b’armonija
preciza u b’melodiji
wahda zzejjen lill-ohra.

Wiehed mill-isbah marci ta’ Pace huwa Blossom Time.
Kien missieri li gibidli l-attenzjoni ghal dan il-mar¢ wara
li kien indaqq mill-Banda La Valette; verament, sahharni
u ghadu joghgobni sal-lum, kemm muzikalment kif ukoll
ghax idahhalni f’mumenti ta’ nostalgija. Imma, jekk wiehed
janalizza sewwa l-mar¢i ta’ Angelo Pace, isib ohrajn ta’
importanza, fosthom, Festival, 1i ntghazel mill-BBC biex

Kitba ta’ Peter Paul Ciantar

jindaqq fil-programm, London Calling waqt iz-zjara tar-
Regina Elizabetta f’Malta fis-sena 1954, u l-mar¢, The Merry
Monarch, li kien ippremjat bit-tieni post f’kompetizzjoni
nazzjonali ghall-ahjar mar¢ ghall-Karnival tal-1959.

Angelo Pace twieled fl-20 ta’ Marzu tas-sena 1920. Kont
nafu personalment ghax ghamilna snin flimkien fil-Kunsill
tal-Ghaqda tal-Kompozituri u Awturi Maltin li, dak iz-Zmien,
kienet immexxija minn F.X.Pisani, b’Angelo Pace bhala
Tezorier. Fil-fatt, kont niltaga’ regolarment mieghu. Maghna,
kien hemm Joseph M. Barbara 1i wkoll kien jikkomponi
l-mar¢i tal-festa. M’hemmx ghalfejn nghidilkom, is-suggett
dejjem kien jaqa’ fuq il-baned u fuq il-mar¢i.

Lil Angelo Pace niftakru wkoll Surmast Direttur tal-Banda,
La Stella, tal-Gudja. Fil-fatt, is-Surmast Pace ghamel tnejn
u hamsin sena Direttur ta’ din il-banda, rekord nazzjonali,
nahseb. Kien ukoll Surmast Direttur tal-baned, La Stella tar-
Rabat, Ghawdex u ta’ Maria Mater Gratiae ta’ Haz-Zabbar.
Barra minn hekk, kien jidderiegi u jiehu hsieb il-Chorus
Excelsior ta’ Hal Luqa.

Is-Surmast Pace kellu hafna ghal galbu lil rahal twelidu, il-
Gudja. Ghal dan il-lokal zghir imma sabih u bi storja kbira,
wara konkors imniedi mill-Kunsill Civiku, kiteb il-versi u

Dan ir-ritratt ittiehed minn Raymond Cremona fl-1969. Mix-xellug ghal-lemin, jidhru, Louis Bongailas,
Angelo Pace, Paul Schembri, is-Surmast Direttur tal-King’s Own il-Maggur Anthony Aquilina,
is-Surmast Vincenzo Ciappara, jien Peter Paul Ciantar u Angelo Pullicino
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kkompona I-muzika tal-Innu Uffi¢jali tal-Gudja. Waqqaf
ukoll il-Kor Parrokkjali fi hdan il-parrocca biex ikun jista’
jaqdi s-servizzi liturgici matul is-sena. Dan il-kor ghadu
attiv fir-rahal tal-Gudja. Barra dan, kien ukoll I-organista
tal-parroc¢¢a. Beda ta’ ghaxar snin, meta kien abbati fil-Knisja
Parrokkjali. Minn hemm, beda juri t-talenti muzikali tieghu
bid-daqq tal-orgni u baqa’ joffri dan is-servizz ghal aktar
minn sebghin sena.

Niftakar tajjeb meta kont nirrekordja I-mar¢i tal-baned u, meta
kien imiss ir-recording tal-Banda, La Stella tal-Gudja, kont
nghid: “Mela llum ghandi xalata ta’ mar¢i tas-Surmast Angelo
Pace!” Ghax, fil-fatt, il-librett tal-marci ta’ dik il-banda kien
kollu, jew kwazi kollu, mar¢i ta’ Angelo Pace, b’marc¢i wiehed
isbah mill-iehor. Anki meta kien hu s-surmast ta’ dik il-banda,
ghamel I-ahjar tieghu biex jintrodu¢i repertorju differenti. Fil-
fatt, Pace ghamel ukoll arrangamenti muzikali tajbin hafna
ta’ valzi, polki u muzika ferrieha ohra halli, b’hekk, jigbed
aktar interess lejn il-banda Maltija.

Lejn l-ahhar tas-snin sittin u I-bidu tas-snin sebghin, kull
sena kont niltaga’ mieghu fil-Kazin tal-Banda, King’s Own
tal-Belt waqt ir-recording tal-marc¢i ghar-Rediffusion ghax,
anki fil-librett ta’ mar¢i godda tal-King’s Own, Pace kien
jintalab jikkomponi wiehed ghall-Festa ta’ San Duminku.
Dak iz-zmien, il-kompozituri tal-mar¢i I-godda kienu jintrabtu
verbalment mal-Kumitat tas-Socjeta, King’s Own, 1i l-mar¢
taghhom ma jkunx jista’ jindagq minn baned ohrajn qabel
tghaddi sena.

Wara r-recording imbaghad, il-kompozituri tal-marci godda
konna nkunu mistednin mill-Kumitat ghal riceviment fis-Sala
tal-Kazin. Jien kont inkun maghhom ghax, dak iz-zmien,

bdejt nikkomponi I-mar¢i ghal dik il-banda. Kienet I-ghaxqa
tieghi nitkellem mas-Surmast Pace dwar l-izvilupp tal-marc
f’pajjizna. Niftakar tajjeb meta darba qalli li ged jara I-marc
Malti jinhall mill-forma tradizzjonali tieghu u miexi lejn it-triq
tal-kant. Illum il-gurnata, nghid li kien profeta.

Ghalkemm il-fama ta’ Angelo Pace hija dik ta’ surmast tal-
marc¢i, huwa kkompona wkoll muzika sagra, fost ohrajn,
antifoni, quddies, ghasar, gradwali u innijiet. Ghall-banda,
minbarra mar¢i, ikkompona wkoll overtures, innijiet u
xoghlijiet ohrajn, fosthom, Tender and True, Lil Din I-Art
Helwa u Malta Risorge. Lil Din [-Art Helwa hija poema
sinfonika li rebhet it-tielet post f’konkors nazzjonali ghal
kompozizzjonijiet bandisti¢ci Maltin; konkors imniedi mid-
Dipartiment tal-Kultura fis-sena 1983.

Angelo Pace kien mahtur Kavallier fi hdan in-Knights
of Magisterial Grace of the Byzantine Order of the Holy
Sepulchre u, 1-1993, il-President tar-Repubblika kompla
zejnu b’Midalja ta’ Kommemorazzjoni f’gheluq il-Hamsin
Anniversarju mill-ghoti tal-George Cross lil Malta mir-Re
Gorg VI.

L-ghajxien ewlieni ta’ Angelo Pace kien mis-Servizzi Inglizi;
I-RAF Malta. Minkejja dan, huwa kien partitarju akkanit
tal-Juventus u tat-Tim Nazzjonali Taljan. Kien isegwi hafna
r-radju Taljan u, ta’ kuljum, kien jisma’ programm ta’ muzika
serja fuq ir-Rai Radio Uno, mid-disgha ta’ billejl ’il quddiem.
Dak il-hin, kien ikun fl-ghaxqa tieghu; I-aktar meta kien ikun
hemm xandiriet diretti minn diversi teatri tal-opra. Kien
mizzewweg lil Grazzja née Schembri, mill-Gudja, u kellhom
sitt ulied. Is-Surmast Angelo Pace miet fI-1993, fl-eta sabiha
ta’ tlieta u disghin sena.

-

f’dan il-magazine.

generali ghall-qarrejja taghna, ahna nippubblikawha.

billi jibghatilna email fuq: maltakna@gmail.com

.

Appell ghal min ghandu xi kitba tieghu 1i tkun informattiva
u/jew ta’ interess generali u jixtieqna nippubblikawhielu

Ix-xewqa taghna hi li dan il-fuljett ikun verament taghkom u li jibga’ jkun ta’ interess ghalikom l-anzjani hbieb taghna
lkoll. Ghaldagstant, dawk li jixtiequ jagsmu I-kitba taghhom ma’ shabna I-anzjani billi tkun ippubblikata f’dan il-magazine,
nistednuhom jibghatuhielna u ahna nweghduhom li, jekk il-kitba taghhom tkun wahda informattiva u/jew ta’ interess
I1-Bord Editorjali ta’ dan il-magazine japprezza anki l-kummenti li intom il-qarrejja joghgobkom taghmlulna.

Min jixtieq jibghat xi ittra lill-Editur jew xi kitba tieghu ghall-pubblikazzjoni f’dan il-fuljett jista’ jaghmel dan billi

jiktbilna f’dan l-indirizz — Kunsill Nazzjonali tal-Anzjani, Triq Dom Mawru Inguanez, Birkirkara, BKR 4811 jew

I1-Bord Editorjali jirriserva d-dritt li jiddeciedi jekk ghandux jippubblika kull kitba li jista’ jir¢ievi jew le.

~
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Kunjomijiet li donnhom ged jghibu

Meta kont ghadni xebba, madwar sitta u sittin sena ilu, kont
nahdem il-Head Office ta’ bank lokali li kellu mieghu ’il fuq
minn mitejn impjegat. Kont nahdem fil-mess, jew canteen,
kif konna nsibuh, fejn l-iskrivani kienu jitilghu ghall-break
taghhom meta jmisshom, ftit ftit, biex ma jigux kollha f’daqqa
u jhallu l-uffi¢ini vojta u n-nies jistennew. Ahna, xogholna
kien li nippreparaw is-sandwiches, it-toast, it-te u I-kafé u, in-
somma, dak kollu li, normalment, kienu jitolbuna I-impjegati
bhala kolazzjon. Qed nghid konna ghax, naturalment, jien ma
kontx wahdi fil-canteen; kien hemm min jir¢ievi l-ordnijiet
u jithallas, kien hemm min jigbor il-vojt, jahsel u jixxotta
t-tazzi, il-kikkri, il-platti u I-plattini u kien hemm ukoll min
kien jipprepara I-ikel u jsajjar xi haga hafifa biex imbaghad,
xhin ikun lest, nghajtu lill-iskrivani biex jigu ghal dak li jkunu
ordnaw. Min jaf kemm-il darba ghajjat: “Ms Vidal, ghandek
it-foast!” Jew, “Mr Wellington, hawn it-te u s-sandwich li
ordnajt!” Qattajt sitt snin shah f’din il-hajja u, allura, bilfors
tidra u tibga’ tiftakar certi kunjomijiet, spe¢jalment dawk
mhux dagstant komuni; kunjomijiet li, illum, gqajla ghadek
tismaghhom u li donnhom ged jghibu mis-so¢jeta taghna.

Diga semmejt il-kunjomijiet Vidal u Wellington. Imma, nif-
takar, kien hemm ukoll is-Sur Sladden, is-Sur Flynn, is-Sur
Melillo, is-Sur De Maria, is-Sur Laurenti, is-Sur Double, Ms
Kisson, Ms Serpina, is-Sur Lowell, is-Sur Paris, Ms Ingram,
Ms Brunton, Ms Quinton u x’naf jien. Ghandek tghid, x’qed
niftakar, hux? Min jaf x’sar minnhom dawn in-nies kollha, u
hafna ohrajn li, bhalissa, ma jigunix f’mohhi. Li nista’ nghid
hu li, fis-sittin sena li ili noqghod Haz Zebbug, qatt ma rajthom
izjed. Kos hux, x "habta ghandu I-mohh tal-bniedem li kapaci
jerfa’ go fih tant u tant memor;ji!

Tiftakru meta kienu jgassmu d-direttorju tat-telefon; ktieb
ohxon mimli ismijiet, kunjomijiet u indirizzi flimkien
man-numri tat-felephone tal-abbonati? Ghamlu Zmien kienu
jaghtuh lil kull min kellu telephone. Imma llum m’ghadux
jezisti; min jghid biex jiffrankaw il-karta u min jghid biex
nibzghu ghas-sigar imma jien nahseb li biex jiffrankaw il-
flus! Li niftakar Zgur hu li ¢erti kunjomijiet bhal, nghidu ahna,
Borg u Zammit, kien ikun hemm pagni shah tad-direttorju
mimlijin bihom filwagqt li, fil-kaz tal-kunjomijiet li ghadni
kemm semmejt, kien ikun hemm ftit li xejn.

Darba, niftakar ukoll, fettilli nara xi kemm kien fih nies li
j&ibu kunjom xbubiti, Piccinino, u tghidx kemm hassejtni
mkabbra ghax ma kienx hemm iktar minn tuzzana. Bilfors li
ahna mhux komuni! Bilkemm ma ppretendejtx li, jekk naqta’
subghajja, johrog demm blu, minflok ahmar! Illum hemm
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izjed minn tuzzana imma ma niskantax li dak iz-zmien kien
hemm dagshekk ftit. Ibda biex, dari mhux kulhadd kellu
telephone u, it-tieni, hafna iktar zghazagh mil-lum kienu
jaghzlu li jsiru religjuzi jew inkella li jibqghu ghozzieb ghax,
nghidu ahna, kienu membri tal-Muzew. Ma’ dawn kien hemm
ukoll ohrajn li, ghalkemm izzewgu, jew ma kellhomx tfal
jew inkella kellhom bniet biss bhala wlied. F’dawn il-kazi
li semmejt, il-kunjom tal-familja kien x’aktarx jonqos jew,
sahansitra, anki jintilef. Nassigurakom li, meta jkun hemm
dagstant ftit, bhal fil-kaz tieghi, minghajr ma trid tissusspetta
li kollha kemm huma jigu xi haga minnek; jigifieri, kollha
tal-familja, imma mhux bilfors 1i jkun il-kaz.

Ftit ilu, htiegli nghaddi jumejn I-isptar bla hsieb. Xejn ta’
barra minn hawn; hassni hazin barra, giet I-ambulanza, haduni
Mater Dei, ghamluli hemel testijiet u ma sabuli xejn gravi
hlief wiehed u tmenin sajf u wiehed u tmenin xitwa. Imma
xorta zammewni jumejn hemm; ghall-osservazzjoni, qalu.
Poggewni f’kamra ta’ tnejn minn nies. Fis-sodda ta’ magenbi,
kien hemm anzjana ohra li, minn taht il-ghajn, bdejt naraha
thares ¢ass lejja sa minn mindu rfist fis-sala. Harist lejha u hi
kienet pronta dawret wiccha 1 hemm mifxula, bhal tifla zghira
li ommha gabditha b’subghajha fil-bott tal-halib maghqud. FI-
ahhar qalghetha mill-istonku billi galtli: “Int mhux Carmen?”
“Skuzani,”

wegibtha; “imma m’iniex ngharfek!”

“Uuuu,” tbissmet; “min jaf kemm ghamiltli foasts bil-perzut

u I-gobon imma minghajr butir!”

“Int Ms Vidal?” stagsejtha skantata.

“Nadia,” qaltli; “Nadia Vidal; jien kollni kemm jien!”
Tghidx kemm frahna b’xulxin u ma nghidilkomx kemm
dhaqgna nirrakkuntaw il-praspar li konna naghmlu fl-imghod-

di. Li nista’ nghidilkom hu biss li ghaddejna jumejn tal-blich
infakkru lil xulxin it-tifkiriet taz-zmien helu li ghaddielna.

L-Anzjani Llum



Awguri lil Dr Renzo DeGabriele
ghall-hatra tieghu bhala Segretarju Permanenti
fil-Ministeru ghas-Sahha u 1-Anzjanita Attiva

[I-Kunsill Nazzjonali tal-Anzjani jifrah u jaghti l-awguri tieghu lil Dr Renzo DeGabriele li huwa
s-Segretarju Permanenti 1-gdid fi hdan il-Ministeru ghas-Sahha u 1-Anzjanita Attiva. /’\
b

Fl-imghoddi, il-Kunsill Nazzjonali tal-Anzjani diga kellu l-opportunita li jahdem mill-qrib ma’ ‘ﬂ a
Dr De Gabriele u 1-Kunsill jista’ jghid li, fil-hidma tieghu, huwa dejjem sab l-appogg u s-sostenn 1
mehtieg ta’ Dr Renzo Degabriele. Ghaldagstant, il-Kunsill m’ghandux dubju li l-hatra ta’ Dr
Degabriele ghandha tissarraf f’hidma ta’ fejda b’risq I-anzjani kollha Maltin u Ghawdxin.

Filwaqt li nistghu nghidu
b’sodisfazzjon li I-provvedimenti
favur l-anzjani f’pajjizna jisbqu
dawk ta’ bosta pajjizi ohrajn, mill-
banda Il-ohra, l-isfidi 1li jiffac¢jaw
l-anzjani, frott tal-Etaizmu (ageism), l-sterjotipar, il-
pregudizzji, id-diskriminazzjoni flimkien mal-ostakli ghal
partecipazzjoni shiha fis-so¢jeta, huma wkoll realtajiet li rridu
nkomplu nindirizzaw.

Ghaldagstant, il-Kunsill Nazzjonali tal-Anzjani joffri
l-kollaborazzjoni shiha tieghu lil Dr Renzo De Gabriele u lis-
Segretarjat Permanenti li huwa jmexxi.

Awguri lil Dr Steve Agius,
Utfi¢jal Ezekuttiv Ewlieni
tal-Agenzija ghall-
Anzjanita Attiva
u Kura fil-Kommunita

Filwagqt li 1-Kunsill Nazzjonali tal-Anzjani ferah u awgura lil Dr Steve Agius ghall-hatra
tieghu bhala 1-Ufficjal Ezekuttiv Ewlieni tal-Agenzija ghall-Anzjanita Attiva u Kura fil-
Kommunita, fil-
jiem li ghaddew,
diga zamm l-ewwel laqgha ta’ introduzzjoni
mieghu kif ukoll mas-Sur Alex Gobey, 1-Agent
Deputat Kap Ezekuttiv tal-Agenzija.

Fost it-temi li kienu diskussi kien hemm it-tishih
tal-kolloborazzjoni bejn iz-zewg entijiet fejn, ta’
min jghid, il-Kunsill Nazzjonali tal-Anzjani diga
wieghed I-ghajnuna shiha tieghu lil Dr Agius u
[-Agenzija li jmexxi.

Din il-laggha m’ghandhiex tkun okkazjoni ta’
darba ghax, infatti, diga saru appunatmenti ohrajn
biex, flimkien, inharsu ’l quddiem halli nkomplu
nahdmu id f’id bil-ghan 1i ntejbu aktar il-kwalita
tal-hajja tal-anzjani fil-gzejjer taghna.
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Charlotte Bronté
twieldet fil-21 t’April
tas-sena 1816 gewwa
Thornton, Yorkshire,
I-Ingilterra.  Kienet
wahda minn tlitt ahwa
maghrufin ghall-
letteratura Ingliza.
Hutha, Emily u Anne,
ilkoll ulied missier religjuz Irlandiz, ir-Rev. Patrick Bront&, u
ommhom Maria. FI-1824, Charlotte, Emily u z-zewg huthom
il-kbar kienu mibghutin f’ Boarding School f’Cowan Bridge.
Il-bniet il-kbar mardu u ntbaghtu lura d-dar fejn, fi ftit xhur,
mietu t-tnejn. Charlotte wahhlet fid-dixxiplina harxa u fl-
ikel hazin tal-iskola bhala I-htija tal-mewt taghhom. Dan il-
fatt insibuh f’Lowood School fir-rumanz Jane Eyre.

Charlotte u Emily Bront€ nhargu mill-iskola u flimkien
ma’ Anne u huhom, Bromwell gattghu I-hin jiktbu kitbiet
melodrammati¢i dwar pajjizi immaginarji imsejhin Angria
u Gondal. Trac¢ci ta’ dawn il-kitbiet bikrija nsibuhom fix-
xoghlijiet taghhom li gew iktar tard.

F1-1831, Charlotte attendiet l-iskola ta’ Roe Head,
f’Dewsbury. Aktar tard, minn Zmien ghal Zmien, ghallmet,
u ghenet, bhala studenti l-ewwel lil Emily u wara lil
Anne. It-tlitt ahwa hadmu bhala governanti imma dan ix-
xoghol m’ghogobhomx. Fasslu pjan biex jifthu skola u,
ghalhekk, studjaw il-Franc¢iz u t-Tedesk fi Brussell. Imma
I-pjan taghhom falla meta ma rnexxielhomx jigbdu lejhom
bizzejjed studenti.

FI-1847, flimkien max-xoghlijiet ta’ hutha, Charlotte
ppubblikat ir-rumanz, Jane Eyre. Minkejja li I-plott huwa
naqra dghajjef kif ukoll minkejja li, xi drabi, id-djalogu
huwa xi ftit formali zzejjed, dan ir-rumanz mill-ewwel kien
popolari hafna. Fl-1848, huha, Bromwell miet kawza tal-
alkohol zejjed u 1-uzu eccessiv tal-opium. Xhur wara, mietu
Emily u Anne bil-marda tat-tuberkulosi. Fis-snin li gew
wara, Charlotte marret Londra fejn saret midhla ta’ kittieba
stabbiliti. FI-1854, izzewget lil Arthur B. Nichols li, gqabel,
kien kurat ta’ missierha. F’'inqas minn sena, fil-31 ta’ Marzu
tal-1855, Charlotte Bronté mietet bil-marda tat-tuberkulosi
wkoll u minn kumplikazzjonijiet ohrajn tat-tqala.

Charlotte Bronté, flimkien ma’ hutha, mhux biss sebbhu
I-letteratura Ingliza tad-dsatax-il seklu imma I-kitbiet
taghhom, sahansitra, baqghu jigbdu l-ammirazzjoni tal-
qarrejja ta’ kull Zzmien.

Bhal hafna kittieba ohrajn, Charlotte Bronté hija wkoll
maghrufa ghal ghadd ta’ kwotazzjonijiet li baqghu famuzi
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Kitba b’taghlima tas-Sur Salv Sammut

sal-lum. Wahda minnhom hija, Humility is the basis of all
virtues, li tfisser li l-umilta hija s-sies tal-virtujiet kollha.
Jista’ jkun hawn min jithawwad u jhallat l-umilta mal-
umiljazzjoni anki minhabba x-xebh fonetiku ta’bejn il-kliem.
Imma, fis-sewwa, iz-zewg kelmiet huma opposti ghal xulxin
fit-tifsira taghhom daqskemm id-dawl hu oppost ghad-dlam.
L-umilta hija dak l-istat fejn individwu, bil-modestja kollha,
jaghraf ix-xejn tieghu, jaghraf x’inhu s-sinifikat ta’ hajtu u
ma’ jhossux superjuri ghal shabu l-bnedmin. Ma j¢anfarx
biex ibaxxi lil haddiehor; ma jmaqdarx biex jgholli lilu
nnifsu u ma jiftaharx biex jarmi lil haddiehor.

Ghall-kuntrarju, l-umiljazzjoni hija dik is-sitwazzjoni fejn
wiched ihossu mnaqqas mill-istima tieghu u mcekken
quddiem haddiehor fir-rispett u s-sinifikat tieghu. Il-knisja
tghallem li San Guzepp kien bniedem umli, sempli¢i fil-mod
kif ghex u li bih gab ruhu ma’ haddiehor. Mill-banda I-ohra,
Marija Maddalena umiljat ruhha quddiem I-Imghallem
ghax hassitha mcekkna u nieqsa mir-rispett lejn gihha.
Gharfet I-gheltijiet li wettqet u sthat minnha nnifisha. Mela
d-differenza hija bejn li wiehed jaghraf lilu nnifsu u bejn
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meta jirrealizza li r-rispett u s-sinifikat ta’ hajtu tnagqaslu
b’xi ¢irkustanza li gab fuqu nnifsu huwa stess jew ghax
kienet imposta fuqu.

Generalment, f’belt kbira u metropolitana, huma bosta
t-toroq li jidhlu u johorgu minnha imma ¢-¢entru jibga’ xorta
wahda l-bidu u t-tmiem ta’ dawn it-toroq kollha. Kollha
jwasslu biex jiltaqghu f’destinazzjoni wahda, fi¢c-centru tal-
belt. Hekk ukoll, fost il-bosta virtujiet li thaddan u xxerred
il-Knisja Nisranija, hemm wiehed li huwa l-perm, jew is-
sies li fuqu jdur kollox u jistriehu I-virtujiet kollha.

Minghajr dubju, dan huwa l-virtl tal-umilta! Ma tistax tkun
karetattiv jekk gabel ma tkunx umli bizzejjed li taghraf i,
wara kollox, fil-holgien, int m’ghandek xejn izjed li huwa
tieghek aktar minn dak li mieghu tkun qed taghmel karita.
Minbarra hekk, trid titfhem ukoll li ged taghmel hekk ghax
thoss ghal dak I-imsejken u mhux biex tigbed I-ammirazzjoni
ta’ min jarak.

Ma tistax tistenna mhabba jekk, qabel, ma tithimx li int
ukoll jehtieglek tkun umli bizzejjed u tkun lest taghmel
kull sagrificcju ghal min qged tistenna mhabbtu lejk. Ma
tista’ qatt tippretendi li haddiehor ikollu s-sabar mieghek
jekk ma tithimx, u tistqarr li, fuq kollox, int ukoll trid tkun
pacenzjuz u tilga’ l-injoranza fil-mentalita jew fid-defi¢jenza
akkademika ta’ xi hadd u ma titlifx sabrek u tisbel mieghu
jew maghha. Mela, bhalma t-toroq kollha jiehdu ghal
destinazzjoni ewlenija wahda, hekk ukoll il-virtujiet insara
kollha huma mibnijin fuq il-virtt tal-umilta.

Wara kollox, hadd m’ghandu jahseb li, jekk ikun umli,
bilfors li huwa gifa. L-umilta ma tfissirx dghjufija. Mahatma
Gandhi baga’ maghruf ghall-umilta kbira tieghu u huwa
meqjum bhala qaddis f hajtu stess. Madankollu, kien sod u
galbieni fil-prin¢ipji u d-determinazzjoni tieghu. Kien hu li,
bl-ezempju tal-umilta, gibed fuqu r-rispett ta’ bosta dinjitarji
li, maghhom, sahaq li art twelidu jixirgilha li jkollha
l-helsien. Kien hu li hareg bil-famuza frazi: violence proves
nothing u li sostna dan it-twemmin ukoll meta kien niezel
fl-art mgharrar f’demmu. Dak il-hin, hares lejn l-assassin
tieghu u, wagqt li bierku, hafirlu.

Ottubru - Dicembru 2025

Mother Theresa hija mara ta’ Zzmienna. Fost it-taglib ta’
dinja mifnija minn gwerer bla sens u guh mhux acc¢identali,
Mother Theresa kienet merzuq dawl li xeghel il-qlub u li
wera li, minkejja l-problemi kollha li jistghu jezistu, hawn
min ghandu qalb li taf thenn; qalb altruwista dagstant li taf
tkun umli bizzejjed biex titlaq kollox warajha u tmur Calcutta
thaddan maghha l-ifqar fost il-fqar. Hemmhekk, wettget il-
virtujiet insara kollha ghax, l-ewwel u gabel kollox, bhala
bazi, kellha fiha I-virtu tal-umilta. I[llum, min ma jammirax
u jweggah lil dik il-mara xwejha, fragli, milwija ganc,
ghaddejja ssabbar lil dawk l-imsejknin u tnisslilhom tama
¢dida f’ruhhom?

Meta tkun umli, tigbed fuqek ir-rispett u l-istima ta’
haddiehor. Kulhadd ihares lejk bhala simbolu ta’ dak kollu
li huwa sod fil-prin¢ipju. Kristu dejjem fittex li jithallat mal-
aktar nies umli u kkritika lil min hassu ’l fuq mill-ohrajn.
Kemme-il darba enfasizza dan il-virtu billi stqarr is-sbuhija
tal-umilta, kemm fil-parabboli kif ukoll fil-mixjiet tieghu.

Wiehed malajr jiftakar f’dak il-festin fejn, min kien
imkabbar, intasab fuq quddiem tal-mejda u min kien umli
baga’ lura. Meta gie s-sid, waddab fl-ahhar l-imkabbar u
gieghed f’post prominenti lill-umli. B hekk, tnisslet il-frazi
li min joghla ji¢ccekken u min jiccekken jitgholla.

Li tkun umli mhix facli. Li teghleb lilek innifsek hija difficli
hafna. Li tistqarr mieghek stess id-dghjufija tieghek u
taccetta lil haddiehor dagsek hija iebsa wisq. L-istess hajja
diffi¢li tal-lum mhux dejjem thallik tkun umli. Jekk ma
jkollokx rieda soda li fil-waqt li ma thalliex lilek innifsek
tigi wzat minn haddiehor, fl-istess waqt ma titkabbarx u tara
lil haddiehor ¢kejken, zgur issibha bi tqila.

Charlotte Bronté kienet taf tajjeb x’inhi tghid meta harget
b’dik il-frazi. Huwa minnu li l-umilta hija s-sies tal-virtujiet
I-ohrajn kollha ghax trid tkun umli biex tkun tista’ thobb.
Trid tkun umli biex izzomm is-sabar u tisma’ l-krib ta’
madwarek. Trid tkun umli biex ikollok id-dehen issabbar
lill-imgarrbin. Trid tkun umli biex taghraf trazzan il-kburija
u tithallat ma’ min hu nieqes mill-kult intellettwali. F’kelma
wahda, trid tkun umli biex tista’ thaddan il-virtujiet l-ohrajn.

13



I1-Griegi u r-Rumani fil-Bibbja

Fl-istorja tas-salvazzjoni li naraw fil-Bibbja niltaqghu ma’
diversi popli u kulturi differenti li, maghhom, ghex il-poplu
maghzul ta’ Alla. [llum, ser nitkellmu dwar il-Griegi u
r-Rumani li kienu wkoll jahkmu fuq il-Palestina.

II-Griegi

Ftit sekli gabel Kristu, naraw qawmien ta’ letteratura u filosofija
marbut mal-Grecja. Jinghad li 1-Griegi gejjin min-nisel ta’
Jafet, iben Noe. Fis-sena 776 Q.K., diga nsibu t-twaqqif tal-
Loghob Olimpiku fil-Gre¢ja. Fil-hames seklu Q.K., insibu
lil Erodotu bhala missier tal-istorja u, fis-sena 400 Q.K., lil
Xenofon. Fil-Macedonja, insibu 1-qawwa ta’ Filippu, isem
li jfisser wiehed li jhobb iz-zwiemel. Fost il-bliet importanti
f’dan l-imperu Grieg tal-Macedonja, insibu lil Ateni, Sparta,
Kreta, Cipru, i¢-Cili¢ja u Lixandra. 11-Griegi bnew diversi
portijiet fosthom anki dak fil-kosta tal-Gallja ta’ Marsilja.
B’rebhiet fuq il-Persja, Alessandru 1-Kbir kompla firex dan
l-imperu fejn halla missieru mill-Ewropa sas-Samarkandja u,
sahansitra, anki sal-Indja, ezattament, sax-xmara Indus. Fil-
Palestina, insibu d-Dekapolis, li kienu ghaxart ibliet Griegi, u
lil Palmyra, fid-dezert tas-Sirja. II-kultura Griega kienet tezalta
I-eros tal-bniedem wagqt li kienet izzomm l-immortalita tar-ruh
biss. Ghaldaqstant, il-Griegi ma kinux jemmnu fil-qawmien
tal-gisem. Dijonisju kien l-alla tal-fertilita u tal-inbid wagqt i
Asclepius kien 1-alla tal-fejqan. Allat ohra kienu Kronos, Zeus,
Rhea u Aphrodite. Alessandru 1-Kbir saltan mis-sena 336 sas-
sena 323 Q.K. meta miet fil-Babilonja u ma halla ebda eredi.
Jinghad ukoll li, meta hakem il-Persja, Alessandru 1-Kbir
garr mas-6943 tunnellata ta’ deheb minn Susa u mill-Indja.
L-imperu Grieg huwa t-tielet imperu fil-holma tal-profeta
Danjel. Il-kultura Griega kellha l-influssi taghha fil-kultura
biblika u I-ahhar kotba tal-Antik Testment inkitbu bil-Grieg.
Wara, fil-Palestina, hakmu t-Tolomej tal-Egittu, immexxijin
mill-general ta’ Alessandru 1-Kbir, Tolomew u s-Selewki
tas-Sirja fejn, dawn tal-ahhar, spe¢jalment taht Epifanju,
ippersegwitaw il-Lhud u pprofonaw it-Tempju. Dan Antijokju
Epifanes miet fis-sena 163 Q.K. Warajh, fil-Palestina, insibu,
fost l-ohrajn, lil Antijokju, lil Tolomew u lil Dimitriju

Ir-Rumani
L-Imperu Ruman kien I-imperu barrani li kien ged jahkem
fil-Palestina fi Zzmien Gesu; zmien ta’ pa¢i u armonija msejjah

Pax Romana. 11-belt kapitali tal-Imperu Ruman kienet Ruma
(I-isem ifisser 1-id t’Alla jew qawwa). Ruma kienet meqjusa
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bhala I-belt eterna u bhala ¢-centru tal-univers. Din il-belt
tinsab fir-regjun ta’ Lazjo liema isem kien gej mill-Grieg
Ellas li jfisser l-art tad-dawl. Ruma kienet imwaqqfa fis-sena
753 Q.K. Jinghad li, fl-ewwel seklu, il-popolazzjoni taghha
kienet tghodd mal-miljun ruh u li I-belt kien fiha madwar
1790 palazz u 300 tempju. I¢-Cirku Massimu kien jesa’ 130
elf ruh filwagqt li I-Kolossew kien jesa’ 80 elf ruh. Ir-Rumani
hargu rebbieha fil-gwerer punici kontra Kartagni, fl-Afrika
ta’ Fuq. Ir-rebha fuq Hannibal grat fis-sena 149 Q K. Fis-sena
161 QK. r-Rumani ghamlu hbieb mal-Gudeja meta ghenu
lill-Makkabej kontra s-Selewki. Rebhu lil Korintu fis-sena
146 QK. u lil Ateni fis-sena 86 Q.K. Permezz ta’ Pompej,
okkupaw il-Palestina fis-sena 63 Q.K. fi zmien Gulju Cesare
u tilfu I-battalja ta’ Carrhae fis-sena 53 Q.K. Fis-sena 47 Q K.,
fi zmien Kleopatra, il-Lhud ghenu lil Cesare jirbah fl-Egittu.
Fis-sena 44 Q K., inqatel Gulju Cesare u Cesare Ottavjanu
Awgustu beda jsaltan bhala l-imperatur il-gdid fis-sena 27
QK. Huwa kien in-neputi ta’ Gulju Cesare u dam isaltan
41 sena, jigifieri, sas-sena 14 wara Kristu. Warajh, insibu lil
Tiberju li dam imperatur sas-sena 37, lil Kaligula sas-sena 41,
lil Klawdju sas-sena 54, lil Neruni sas-sena 68, u lil Galba,
Otto, Vitellju, Vespazjanu, Titu u Domizjanu.

Ir-Rumani riedu jahkmu d-dinja. Bnew hafna bliet, toroq
u akkwadotti u ferrxu I-imperu taghhom, sahansitra, sal-
Ingilterra, sal-Marokk u sal-Bahar Kaspju. Fost it-toroq,
insibu 1-Via Domitia, bejn 1-Italja ta’ fuq u Spanja, u I-Via
Aurelia, mal-kosta tal-Italja. Fil-Palestina, bnew medda ta’
1000 mil ta’ toroq kif ukoll il-port ta’ Cesareja Marittima.
Fost il-prokuraturi Rumani fil-Palestina, insibu, naturalment,
lil Ponzju Pilatus li dam sas-sena 36. Ir-Rumani gerdu lil
Gerusalem fis-sena 70 u din il-belt regghet giet meqruda
ghal kollox fis-sena 135 mill-Imperatur Adrijanu li, wara,
rega’ bena belt izghar bl-isem ta’ Colonia Aelia Capitolana,
ghall-familja tieghu. Minn hawn, l-Imperu Ruman beda
dejjem jiddghajjef u, bejn is-snin 235 u 284, insibu xejn
inqas minn ghoxrin imperatur differenti. Fis-sena 306,
I-Imperatur Kostantinu sar Awgustu tal-Brittanja u tal-Gallja
u, fis-sena 313, invada u rebah I-Italja. Kostantinu ta I-liberta
religjuza lill-Insara kollha u, b’hekk, il-Knisja helset mill-
persekuzzjoni Rumana. Fis-sena 410, il-Vandali gerdu I-belt
ta’ Ruma u I-Imperu Ruman gie fi tmiemu ghal kollox fis-sena
476 wara Kristu.
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Laqgha helwa hafna mal-anzjani

Qabel faqqghet il-Covid-19, kelli I-grazzja nkun mistieden
ghal laggha tassew helwa mal-anzjani. Niftakar tajjeb li, min
stedinni ghal din il-laggha, gie ghalija I-Isptar Mater Dei.
Kemm rajtu anglu dak il-hin ta’ filghodu! Mhux bilfors, jekk
kont ghadni kemm hrigt mix-xift ta’ billejl? U 1-lejl, f"Mater
Dei, dejjem il-lejl hbieb!

Ahna u sejrin lejn post il-laggha, aqta’ kemm thadditna
fuq ghadd ta’ hwejjeg fil-karozza! Kemm apprezzajt li dan
lI-anzjan saq bil-mod u ma hallhiex lilu nnifsu jingarr mill-
fernezija tal-mument li whud darrew lilhom infushom biha!
Xejn tpagpiq bl-addoc¢¢ ta’ rabja finta u ta’ arja li ma taghmilx
¢id lil min jahzinha jew idewwaqgha lil pulmunih! Ahseb u
ara lil dak ta’ haddiehor li jidhol bhal Pilatu fil-Kredu! Id-
diskursata taghna kienet dik li ghallimni 1-Mulej, jigifieri,
xi grazzja jkollu min ghandu s-sabar joqghod bilgieghda u
jisma’ lill-anzjani taghna jghidu taghhom! Ghax kull kelma
li tohrog minn fommhom hija msajra fil-forn tal-esperjenza!
U ghax tkun kelma ghalliema u midluka dilka xaham tajba
tal-esperjenza tal-hajja ta’ kuljum. Aqta’ kemm tinzel
helu manna fil-qlub! Kull kelma li tkun gejja minn ghadd
ta’ grajjiet li l-anzjani jkunu habbtu wi¢chom maghhom
matul il-vjagg twil, mimli tlajja’ u nzul ta’ hajjithom, zgur
li taghmel tajjeb ghall-qalb, il-mohh, il-gisem u r-ruh tal-
generazzjonijiet li, ghalissa, huma izghar minnhom! Inkluz
tieghi!

Wasalna fil-post. Hekk kif inzilt mill-karozza, gejt milqugh
minn zewg anzjani li riedu jaghtuni tazza kafé b’sahha.
Minhabba li, dakinhar, kont bis-sawm, ma stajtx niehu.
Pero, apprezzajt ferm 1i baqghu jinsistu mieghi. Dan,
naturalment, ghamluh mhux ghax riedu jiksruli s-sawma
imma ghax, meta saru jafu li kont ghadni kemm inqatta’ lejl
Mater Dei, qalbhom ma taghthomx li ma jurunix hniena!
Kemm rajthom angli lin-nies tal-k¢ina f’dak il-mument!
U kemm imxew b’ghaqal kbir mieghi! Ghax, lil dawn it-
talin, hajjithom zgur li ghallmithom kemm qalb kbira tista’
tirbah persuni! Sewwa jghid il-qawl Malti: Bil-kelma t-tajba
tohrog il-far mit-togba!

Barra minn hekk, hadt gost hafna nara kif kienu mgassmin
in-nies fis-sala I-kbira. Il-mod kif l-organizzaturi ta’ din
il-laggha qassmu l-imwejjed u s-siggijiet, ghenu lil dawn
l-anzjani biex, bejniethom, tabilhaqq ihossuhom familja
wahda! Ghax, nghid jien, min ma jridx ihossu mahbub?
U, illum, min jiehu hsieb l-anzjani, mhux din hija l-bi¢c¢a
xoghol tieghu mahduma b’reqqa liema bhalha; jigifieri, dik
li jibni familja?

Bdejna 1-laggha. Iggustajthom lil dawn huti! F’xi wagqtiet,
bdejt nitbissem u nidhak bija nnifsi wkoll! Ghax ma flahtx
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noqghod fin-nofs quddiemhom, inhares lejhom, hekk cass,
gisni mejda tal-qubbajt; jew funtana bla ilma. Le hbieb!
L-entuzjazmu ta’ dawn l-anzjani gheni biex nohrog minni
nnifsi u nkun tabilhaqq hieles; liebes l-istess helsien li bih
kien imlibbes missierna San Frangisk; dak il-helsien li
jirrezisti, b’qalbu kollha, il-podji u t-tkaken u, wisq aktar, il-
pozi! Le! Xejn minn dan hbieb! Il-helsien li bih kien mimli
Frangisku gheni ninzel minn fuq iz-ziemel tal-pretensjonijiet
tieghi u noqghod indur man-nies li kelli quddiemi.

U x’tahsbu li kienet ir-reazzjoni? Ilkoll gamu fuq taghhom!
Ghax anki dik li, ghal xi raguni jew ohra, is-soltu kienet
tohrog il-mobile biex toqghod ittektek, inkella tilghab xi
loghba, illum, lill-mobile baghtitu jorqod u, Alla jbierek,
aqta’ kif fethet par widnejn daqshiex halli tisma’ sewwa
x’kien qieghed jinghad! Dawn, ghalija, huma rebhiet kbar li
m’ghamilthomx jien tafux! Il-midneb! Lanqgas xejn! Dawn
kienu rebhiet li ghamlithom biss il-grazzja tal-Mulej, u xejn
aktar! Dik il-grazzja li trid tinzel fl-istorja ta’ hajjitna biex
tressagna dejjem aktar lejn il-Mulej li, quddiemu, ghandu
l-erba’ u ghoxrin anzjan li, kull wiehed minnhom, ghandu
¢etra u xi bwieqi tad-deheb mimlijin bl-in¢ens li huma t-talb
tal-qaddisin.

U, jekk, skont xi interpreti tal-Apokalissi, I-erba’ u ghoxrin
anzjan lebsin ilbies abjad u bil-kuruna tad-deheb fuq rashom
bilgieghda madwar Dak li hu bilgieghda fuq it-tron, huma
I-mexxejja tas-sema li jinsabu f’adorazzjoni u li ged jitfghu
I-kuruni taghhom quddiem it-tron tal-Mulej biex juru min,
fis-sema, tassew ged imexxi, kemm dawn l-anzjani, bil-
hlewwa u bil-qalb kbira taghhom, kienu qed iressquni lejn
il-Mulej! Bil-hbiberija taghhom mieghU! Ghax semghu
kelmtU li harget minn fommi, minghajr ma jisthoqqli. U,
b’imgibthom, mimlija b’dagshekk imhabba, wassluni biex
jien ukoll nitfa’ I-kuruna tieghi quddiem it-tron tal-Mulej u
nhallih jghinni numilja ruhi quddiemU.

Ghal dan kollu, nista’ ma nikkwalifikax din il-laggha ma’
dawn l-anzjani bhala wahda tassew helwa, u helwa hafna
wkoll?
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Imhabbti ghall-istorja

Bdejt nithabbeb mal-istorja sa minn meta kelli hdax-il sena.
L-ewwel ktieb li kelli biex nistudja kien jismu, Early English
History i jkopri l-istorja tal-Ingilterra minn zmien il-Fenici
(li kienu jmorru hemm biex jixtru I-landa minn Cornwall) u
jibga’ sejjer sal-Battalja ta’ Hastings, fis-sena 1066. Niftakar
li dan il-ktieb kien sahharni u, ghalija, kien il-muftieh li
fetahli qalbi u heggigni biex inkompli nistudja l-istorja.

L-imhabba tieghi ghall-istorja natha wkoll grazzi ghal
missieri, Giovanni li, ghalkemm kien ragel tas-sengha, kien
jiehu pjacir jistudja dan is-suggett. Mieghu, xieraq inzid lil
hija, Guzi, li wkoll kien habib mal-istorja.

Imma Early English History kien biss il-bidu. Warajh,
I-ewwel fittixt li naqra l-istorja tal-Grecja tal-qedem fi Zmien
meta dik l-art kienet il-Benniena tac¢-c¢ivilta. U dan laqqaghni
mal-ghorrief Griegi minn Socrates sa Aristotile u, f’din il-
kitba, nixtieq nghidilkom xi haga zghira dwar tnejn minn
dawn in-nies tassew kbar; Hippocrates u Archimede.

Hippocrates

Hippocrates kien tabib Grieg. Twieled fil-gzira ta’ Cos fis-
sena 460 QK u miet fis-sena 380 QK meta kellu madwar
tmenin sena. Tista’ tghid li, qabel Hippocrates, il-bniedem
ftit li xejn kien jaf dwar il-mard. Kien ghadu jemmen f hafna
hmerijiet u superstizzjonijiet qodma. Kien iwahhal fl-ispirti
hziena u kien jemmen bis-serjeta li kienu huma I-kagun ta’
hafna mill-mard.

Hippocrates, li kien jahdem f’ Ateni, organizza l-professjoni
medika u qaleb dan kollu ta’ taht fuq. Ghall-ewwel darba,
beda jahdem b’mohh xjentifiku u analitiku. Beda jaghmel
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ezami mediku akkurat u jikteb dak kollu li josserva; kemm
qabel kif ukoll wara, u jsegwi dak kollu li jigri biex dejjem
jitghallem u jtejjeb il-metodi tieghu. Lill-pazjenti dejjem
kien jghatihom l-aqwa pariri dwar x’ghandhom jieklu,
dwar il-bzonn tal-mistrieh kif ukoll dwar il-htiega tal-igjene
personali.

Kien iheggeg lit-tobba jzommu jdejhom nodfa u biex isegwu
l-pariri kollha tieghu. Fuq kollox, kien jinteressa ruhu biex
jitkixxef dwar dak kollu 1i jista’ jikkawza l-mard u kien anki
jzomm rekord tas-sejbiet li kien jaghmel.

Kien jishaq li kull tabib ghandu jaghmel hiltu kollha
ghall-marid u jtih l-aqwa pariri li jista’. Fuq kollox, kien
ihaddem il-professjoni tieghu bl-akbar kuxjenza u ma kien
jiddiskrimina kontra hadd.

Mhux ta’ b’xejn li, ghal dan iz-zmien kollu, Hippocrates
baga’ meqjus li huwa Missier il-Medi¢ina moderna u,
ghalkemm mhix obbligatorja, il-Hippocratic Oath ghadha
tittiched sal-gurnata mqaddsa tal-lum. Fiha, tobba godda
jahilfu solennament li, fil-qadi tad-dmirijiet professjonali
taghhom, huma jsegwu ghadd ta’ standards specifici tal-
etika medika.

Archimede

Archimede twieled fis-sena 287 QK. Kien jghix Sirakuza
u kien hassieb, studjuz, matematiku, xjenzat, inginier,
astronomu u inventur; speci ta’ Leonardo da Vinci imma li
gie xi elf u hames mitt sena qablu.

Forsi l-aktar aneddotu li baga’ msemmi ghalih fl-istorja
kien meta hareg jigri gharwien fit-triq jghajjat, “Ewreka,
ewreka!” li tfisser ‘sibtha’. Li gara huwa li r-Re kien ta
ammont ta’ deheb lil wiehed argentier biex jaghmillu kuruna
tad-deheb mastizz. Naturalment, anki dak iz-zmien kien
diga maghruf li argentier qarrieq jista’ jhallat xi metall ichor
mad-deheb biex igib il-piz u b’hekk ikun jista’ jiehu bi¢ca
deheb ghalih. Ir-Re ried ikun jaf jekk dik il-kuruna kinitx
tassew tad-deheb mastizz imma minghajr ma jkissirha jew
idewwibha. U l-problema nghatat lil Archimede. Archimede
dam ihabbel rasu mhux ftit ghax ma kienx jaf kif ser jagbad
isolvi dil-problema minghajr ma jaghmel hsara irreparabbli
lill-kuruna. Huwa kien jaf 1i kull element (inkluz id-deheb)
ghandu densita specifika ghalih. Hekk, nghidu ahna, jekk
tiddividi I-piz ta’ element, bhad-deheb, bil-volum tieghu, ir-
rizultat jurik id-densita ta’ dak il-materjal. Il-piz tad-deheb
li kien inghata lill-argentier kien jafu u 1-piz tal-kuruna kien
jafu wkoll ghax seta’ jizinha. Il-problema kienet kif tista’
ssib il-volum ta’ oggett ta’ ghamla tant irregolari bhalma
kienet dik il-kuruna.

Jinghad li darba, xhin gie biex jinhasel, Archimede osserva

L-Anzjani Llum



li, meta wiehed jidhol fil-banju, il-livell tal-ilma joghla.
Wara li qaghad jahseb ftit, irrealizza 1i 1-volum tal-ilma li
joghla huwa ezatt dags il-volum tal-oggett irregolari (bhall-
gisem tal-bniedem) li jkun dahal fih. B hekk seta’ jikkalkula
I-volum tal-kuruna tar-Re minghajr ma jaghmlilha hsara. BI-
ecc¢itament li gabdu, nesa li kien gharwien huta u hareg jigri
fit-triq jghajjat, “Ewreka, ewreka!”

Imma Archimede m’ghamilx dan biss. Fost affarijiet ohra,
Archimede vvinta pompa tal-ilma li tahdem permezz ta’
spirall idur u din il-pompa tant hija effettiva li, sahansitra,
f’certi postijiet bhall-Olanda, ghadha tintuza sal-lum.

Archimede kien ukoll dak li spjega I-prin¢ipju u l-uzu tal-
leva. “Tuni leva twila bizzejjed u post fejn inserrahha,” kien
jghid, “u jien in¢aqlaq anki d-dinja!”

Affarijiet ohrajn li baqa’ maghruf ghalihom Archimede
kienu l-hafna magni tal-gwerra li ddisinja, bena u uza. Fi
zmienu, Sirakuza kienet assedjata mir-Rumani. Archimede
hadem fuq bosta sistemi ta’ pulleys, hbula, katini, gancijiet
goffi u tnalji kbar li kienu jfixklu u jharbtu lill-ghadu mhux
ftit kif ukoll bena zbandoli enormi li kienu jwaddbu I-gebel
fuq il-bastimenti Rumani u jkissruhom. Archimede hadem
ukoll fuq sistema ta’ mirja u rifletturi li kienu jiffikkaw ir-
raggi tax-xemx fuq il-bastimenti tal-ghadu u jaharquhom.
B’hekk, jinghad li Archimede rnexxielu jtawwal 1-Assedju
ta’ Sirakuza bi tliet snin.

Imma, fl-ahhar, fis-sena 212 QK, ir-Rumani rebhu 1-belt
u dahlu go fiha. Il-general Ruman ordna li, jekk jinstab
Archimede, ma joqtluhx imma jhalluh haj halli jkun jista’
jibda jghin lilhom bl-istess mod. Imma, mhux maghruf
ghalfejn sew, suldat Ruman sab lil Archimede mitluf fl-
istudju, silet ix-xabla tieghu u qatlu. Kellu hamsa u sebghin
sena. Kemm Archimede kien tassew ragel kbir jixhdu I-fatt
li, minkejja li ghaddew iktar minn elfejn sena mill-mewt
tragika tieghu, huwa ghadu, u jibga’, maghruf u meqjum
mad-dinja kollha.

-

Appell

fil-passat u informazzjonijiet utili ghalikom.
Grazzi bil-quddiem
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The father

By Liz Bajada

The man stood in front of the sitting-room window looking
out onto the street. He watched his wife leave the house, walk
down the drive, get in the car and drive away. It was their
umpteenth quarrel in the last couple of months. Family life
had become unbearable. They had never quarrelled like this
before. There might have been a few tiffs now and then but
nothing like this.

The question is, how could you come to terms with a situation
that turns your life upside down? He clearly remembered the
evening when their only son, a young man of twenty-four,
came in and said: “Mum, dad, I have some news for you. A
couple of months ago, I met Jack, and we intend to start living
together.”

“You mean Jacqueline, no?” replied the father smiling, glad
that, at long last, his son had met the girl of his life and,
maybe, that soon tiny feet will be pattering around the house.
“No Dad, itis Jack! He is my partner and we love each other.”
How many times had he replayed those dramatic minutes in
his mind? Initially, he had been petrified. Then, he started
feeling sick. Later, he had turned cold. It could not be true.
It couldn’t be happening to him. He remembered raging at
his son. The hurt and the anger came out in insults, in names
and in threats. His son just stood there taking it all in silence.
Then came the ultimatum: “You either forget all this nonsense
or you can leave my house and you are no longer my son!”
At this, his son turned round and walked out of the house,
never to come back. He still remembered the cold silence
that ensued, broken only by the silent sobbing of his wife.
Obviously, she must have guessed what her son was going
through without ever broaching the subject. She realised that
her son felt betrayed by both his parents.

Since that fateful day, the man rarely left home except to go to
work. He was ashamed even of his neighbours who might ask
about the boy. He didn’t even speak about this with his best
friend at work. For him, his son was dead. That was the pain
he felt; emptiness, deep sadness and a coldness inside.

But, sometimes, he felt as though the walls of the house were
closing in on him. He needed to breath; he needed some fresh
air. One day, he picked up his jacket and the keys and rushed
out of the house. He walked aimlessly but quickly, as though
he wanted to run away from someone, or from something.
He stopped just to catch his breath. He looked across the
road and noticed the park where he often used to go when his
son was still young. Slowly, he crossed the road, completely
unaware of the passing cars hooting in annoyance around
him. Something seemed to be drawing him inside the park
and, particularly, towards the duck pond that his young boy
always insisted to visit. Even now, he could hear the child’s
voice calling out to him: “Look daddy, ducks. Quick, some
bread; they look very hungry!” And, after ensuring that each
got a nibble, he would run off saying: “Look daddy, how fast
I run!” Where was that happy boy now? Where were those
wonderful moments?

He sat on a bench facing the pond staring at the still, stagnant
water. His mind was far, far away! He did not hear the
quacking ducks and did not even feel someone coming to the
bench next to him. He was startled when he heard a man’s
voice saying: “This is the only place where I can find some
peace and quiet!” The father looked round and saw a stranger
slouched down on the other end of the bench. He too was
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staring ahead of him, seemingly oblivious of everything and
everyone else around him. The stranger went on as though
he had something that he needed to get off his chest. “I come
here every day; for this last year, since my twenty-year-old
son died. And all because of my pride! If only I could turn
back the clock and undo what I said a year ago! Then, my son
would still be alive!”

Somehow, it seemed as though that stranger did not expect
any reply as he continued speaking to himself, “Why did
I not try to listen to what my son was trying to tell me; his
worries, his fears, his cry for help? All he needed was my
understanding; as a father would understand his son! But no!
I was indignant and I was obstinate! All I heard was that he
had been on drugs for the past couple of years; that he owed a
large sum of money which he did not have and that someone
was threatening him. Of course, for him, that sum was too
large but I could easily have met the amount. Instead, I was
furious! I called him a good-for-nothing scoundrel who could
only make a mess of his life and then expect me to bail him
out. I told him that he was no longer a son of mine and that
he could leave my house as, for me, he was as good as dead!
Little did I know that I didn’t have to wait very long for that to
happen!. The next day, the police called to inform me that they
had found my son dead; in this park; of an overdose! Now, |
would pay a thousand times that sum if only I could have him
back; even for a short while, just to let him know how sorry
I am. True, my pride had been hurt for, in spite of working
hard all my life and always giving him everything that he
needed, he kept the wrong company and had done all those
things that I despise most. He had ignored my advice and he
had trampled on all the principles that I held most sacred. Oh
God, what a fool I was!”

At this point, tears were running down the stranger’s cheeks.
He let out a loud sigh, got up and slowly walked away. The
father remained seated looking after the retreating figure of
that stranger until he disappeared round a corner. He did not
know why that man came there, as if expressly to let him
know his story. What he certainly knew was that he was not
going to wait until he lost his son to make amends with him.
Who cares what the neighbours and his friends might think?
His son was what he was and he should accept him as he is;
unconditionally. He will listen to him, to his worries, his
fears, yes, even his cry for help. He will assure him that he
will always stand by his side through thick and thin.

The father got up and, with a quick, determined step, walked
towards the place where he knew his son was living with
his partner. He would go there! He would ask his son’s
forgiveness for the cruel words he had uttered! He would tell
him that he loves him as he is and that, from now on, he will
always support and respect his decisions! Because, after all,
he is a part of him and will, forever, remain his son!
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Kultant, lanqas jien stess ma naf kif jiguni l-istejjer. Flok
infittixhom jien, isibuni huma. Mhux l-ewwel darba li
jwaqqafni xi hadd u jagbad ikellimni minghajr lanqas biss
inkun nafu. Ma nafx x’ghandi; donni kalamita ghal nies
bhal dawn. U, nghid is-sew, mhux dejjem ikolli aptithom
imma, meta nhoss li xi hadd ghandu bzonn ipoggi rasu fuq
spallejja u jferra’ dak li ghandu f’qalbu, insibha diffi¢li biex
inwaqqfu.

Ftit ilu, kont ged niehu kafe bil-kwiet. Ma tantx kien hemm
nies fil-hanut. Ragel, li kien ma’ mejda ftit ’il boghod minni,
ghamel sinjal lill-wejter biex ihallsu. “Zomm tieghu wkoll!”
qallu filwaqt li pponta sebghu lejja.

“U mur, ma tarax?” ghidtlu; “M’hemmx ghalfejn.
Nirringrazzjak xorta wahda!” Imma r-ragel baga’ jinsisti u,
biex zgur il-wejter jisma’ minnu, qallu biex iZzomm kollox u
li ma riedx bqija.

“Kien hemm zmien,” beda jghidli, waqt li resaq iktar qrib
tieghi, “meta dan ma stajtx naghmlu. Kelli bzonn il-hniena
ta’ haddiehor imma mhux dejjem sibtha! Darba,” kompla
jirrakkuntali, “kienet gurnata li ma nista’ ninsieha qatt. Kont
bil-guh! Kont ili xi tlitt ijiem ma nitfa’ xi haga sura fl-istonku
tieghi. Ghalkemm ma kinitx xi kesha kbira, bid-debbulizza
li kelli, hassejtni se mmut bil-bard.”

“Ma kontx tahdem?” interrompejtu.

“Jien m’ghandi ebda sengha u, skola, primarja biss mort.
Bil-ftit li kont naf, irnexxieli nsib post ta’ messaggier/fattiga
ma’ ditta privata u dak, ghalija, kien sombor. Imma x-Xitan
ma jhallikx kwiet. Kont membru tal-Muzew u, nghidlek is-
sew, hsieb ta’ tfajliet gatt ma kelli. Imma kien hemm wahda
li gabdet qabda mieghi bhal qarnita u ma stajt nehles minnha
b’xejn. Tant iffittatni u gennitni b’dak li kienet tghidli Ii, fl-
ahhar, gabitni fejn riedet hi. Biex ma ntawwalx, wara ftit
tax-xhur, tista’ tghid li giet tghix mieghi ghal kollox. Imma
gatt ma kellha kwiet go gisimha. Dejjem tara x’se tagla’ u
x’se tivvinta. Barra minn hekk, kwazi mill-ewwel uriet li
kellha mnehirha dagsxejn imxammar ukoll. Sikwit kienet
ittambar dwar jekk hux bihsiebi nibqa’ messaggier ghomri
kollu. Iktar m’ghadda zmien, iktar bdiet tohrog wahedha
milli mieghi u tigi d-dar dejjem aktar tard minn qabel sa
ma, darba, harget u ma regghetx giet lura. Kienet ippjanata
I-bi¢ca ghax, fil-fatt, meta fittixt fejn kienet terfa’ hwejjigha,
ma sibt xejn; hadet kollox maghha. U mhux l-affarijiet
taghha biss hadet, ghax, sahansitra, anki x-xi haga zghira li
kelli mwarrba hadet ukoll!”
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Reciprocita
Rakkont ta’ Vincent Piccinino

Wagaf ftit jimsah demgha li harbitlu minn xfar ghajnejh.
Imbaghad kompla: “Iddispjac¢ieni mhux ghall-flus. Dawk,
kif jghidu, imorru u jigu. Kieku talbithomli, kont intihomlha.
Imma jien tad-demm u I-laham ukoll u, biex nghid il-verita,
il-kumpanija taghha kont drajtha. Ghamilt f’qalbi u, biex
ninsa, bdejt indur ghall-ibid. Ghall-ewwel, bdejt nixrob,
kemm biex inderri u anki biex inkun nista’ norqod billejl
u t-tentazzjonijiet ihalluni bi kwieti. Fil-bidu, kont nixrob
filghaxija biss, wara x-xoghol imma, ftit ftit, tibda tidrah u
tkun tridu f hinijiet ohra tal-gurnata wkoll. Fil-brejk, biex
niekol il-bi¢¢a hobz li nkun hadt mieghi ix-xoghol, bdejt
nippreferi mmur f’hanut fejn, mal-ikel, stajt niehu xi tazza
jew tnejn inbid. U, meta kienu jibaghtuni xi qadja, mhux
l-ewwel darba li kont nieqaf hemm u niehu ohra ghat-triq.
Nisthi nghid imma, fi ftit taz-zmien, spi¢éajt li, filghodu,
meta nqum, iktar kont nippreferi I-inbid milli I-kafe.

“Tax-xoghol ma damux ma ndunaw li ma kontx gieghed
sew. Gieli fallejt minghajr m’avzajthom jew kont nasal tard
b’riha taqsam ta’ xorb. Wissewni kemm-il darba li, jekk
kont ser nibga’ sejjer hekk, kien ser ikollhom jitterminawli
l-impjieg. Ma tajtx kashom sa ma, fl-ahhar, gabbiztilhom ic-
¢inga u tawni l-ktieb. Minn hemm ‘il quddiem, bdejt sejjer
dejjem iktar lura u nittraskura lili nnifsi. Flus biex niekol
sura ta’ nies ma kienx ikolli u I-ftit 1i kont niddobba, kont
nippreferi nixrobhom; biex ninsa, minghalija!

Imgewwah, kont indur it-toroq biex nara x’nista’ nlagqat.
Darba, minn snack bar, hareg wiehed igorr borza tal-plastik.
“Hemm xi bi¢c¢a hobz ghalija, habib?” stagsejtu. “Le,” qalli
minghajr lanqas biss hares lejja. “Mhux tajbin dawn hlief
ghar-rimi!” u gholla I-ghatu ta’ skip li kien hemm quddiem
il-hanut u waddab kollox go fih. Hallejtu jitlaq u ftaht 1-ghatu
tal-iskip. Tiskanta kemm issib affarijiet tajbin meta tkun bil-
guh; anki fil-laned taz-zibel!

“Imbaghad, f’daqgqa wahda, gie Sammaritan u qalli:
“Armihom dawk! Ejja mieghi!” Dhalna fl-isnack bar u
poggejna bilgieghda. “Kafe jew te?” stagsieni u jien ghidtlu:
“Li jkun, basta nishon!” Is-Sammaritan sejjah lil wejter,
l-istess wiehed 1i rema’ 1-borza fl-iskip, u: “Tnejn English
breakfast u tnejn kafe!” ordnalu. Haga ta’ xejn imma, nghid
ghalija, kont ili ma nafx kemm ma niekol xi haga tajba dags
dik.

“Meta lestejna mill-ikel, qalli: “Ghandi xi hwejjeg kont se
ntihom ghar-refugjati ghax il-qliezet m’ghadhomx jiguni
u l-glekkijiet ma jinqaflulix. Nahseb li, lilek, jiguk ghax
l-istess statura tieghi ghandek imma m’intix ohxon bhali.
Tridhom flok narmihom?”

“U, qisu dan ma kienx bizzejjed, fl-ahhar qalli: “Trid
tahdem?” U, meta ghidtlu iva, tani indirizz u qalli biex,
l-ghada filghodu, immur fejn indikali. Niftakar li qalli wkoll:
“Kif tidhol, fuq il-lemin, hemm reception, idhol hemm u
ghidilhom li baghtek is-Sur Gatt!”

F’daqqa wahda, ftakart! “Eh, dak int kont!” ghidtlu
mistaghgeb.
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“Jien, kollni kemm jien!” wegibni.

“Nghidlek il-verita, kont insejtu dan l-episodju.” komplejt
nghidlu.

“Imma jien ma nsejtux!” kienet it-twegiba ta’ dak ir-ragel li
kien bilgieghda hdejja fil-hanut.

“Skuzani imma m’gharaftekx! Imbdilt dagsxejn int mhux
hazin!” ghidtlu.

“Jekk inbdilt,” rega’ qalli, “huwa kollu bis-sahha tieghek!
Int bdiltli hajti mill-lejl ghan-nhar! Int erfajtni minn xaghri!
Bis-sahha tieghek, ergajt bdejt nghix mill-gdid u ergajt bdejt
nemmen fil-hniena tas-Sema wkoll!”

“M’ghandekx idea xi pjacir tripplu ghamiltli int dakinhar!”
wegibtu jien. “Ibda biex, minhabba li, dik il-habta, kont
ghaddej minn dipressjoni, kont ged inhoss in-nuqqas ta’
kumpanija u, ingerr mieghek, kien ta’ sodisfazzjon kbir
ghalija li noqghod nilghabha ftit tas-sinjur mieghek. It-tieni
nett, dawk il-hwejjeg kien ilhom ma nafx kemme-il xahar lesti
fil-boroz biex nohodhom il-bring-in site u jien kont dejjem
nittratieni u int, sa fl-ahhar, hlistni minnhom. U, it-tielet,
dak ix-xoghol kienu ilhom jiffittawni ghax rieduni tabilfors
li naghmlu jien; ghax kellhom fidu¢ja fija, qalu, imma jien
ma ridtx naghmlu ghax, nizzikhajr ’1 Alla, m’ghandix bzonn
nahdem. U int hlistni minnhom ukoll ghax ma baqghux
jiffittawni izjed ghax qaluli li, sa fl-ahhar, kienu sabu wiehed
addattat!”

Inkwiet kbir 1i jkollu kull
negozju hu kif jigbor id-
dejn ta’ dawk li jixtru
bil-kreditu. Ghalhekk, sa
minn kmieni, is-sur Said
il-Kbir rawwem lil ibnu
kif ghandu jikkontrolla
d-dejn tal-klijenti biex
ma jhallihx jikber. Jum
wiehed, misseru tah lista
ta’ klijenti biex imur ghandhom halli jigbor il-flus ghax
kienu waqghu lura. “Taf x’ghandek taghmel Toninu, hux?”
qallu missieru.

“Iva, pa. Illum naghmel nofstanhar indur lil dawk li ilhom
ma jhallsu biex nigbor id-dejn.” qallu Toni.

“Tajjeb; ara li jhallsuk u, jekk le, hu dat-timbru u geghelhom
jiffirmaw fuq il-kopja li ser tichu mieghek.”

Toni ha l-karozza u telaq biex jaghmel 1-ghamar ta’ missieru.
F’nofsinhar, kien diga gabar somma sew u kien fadallu biss
tliet klijenti. Kien imiss lil Pietru 1-Farina li kellu hanut tal-
kacca u, mieghu, titotla fejn kienu jiltaqghu il-klijenti biex
jahlu 1-hin. Toni waqqaf il-karozza ftit ’il boghod u dahal.
Fil-hanut, kien hemm Pietru u zewgt irgiel jixorbu l-inbid.

“Ara s-sur Said iz-zghir,” qal Pietru b’lehen gholi u fabbli.
“Bongu sir! Kemm int smart! Qisek missierek! Imma
hawn m’hemmx ghalfejn tigi pulit ta. Hawn mhux il-Belt
geghdin!”

“Ara dak x’inhu llamtat; bil-qmis u bl-ingravata!” qal
wiehed minn dawk li kienu jixorbu u li, flimkien ma siehbu,

baqghu iharsu lejn Toni, jitbissmu u jiddiehku bih.

“U bil-bagalja wkoll! Kemm jidher migbud!” qal l-iehor
ixengel rasu.

“Gejt biex naqtghu ftit dejn, sur Chircop.” qallu Toni hekk
kif hareg xi karti mill-bagalja.

“Gejt naqra zmien hazin sur Said,” qallu Pietru b’wi¢¢ ta’
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Toninu fis-sakra

Novella ta’ Anthony Said minn Floriana

hniena. “Taf kemm hawn xoghol hazin bhalissa! Ommi,
kemm hawn guh!”

“Imma, int, merkanzija xorta ged tiehu minghandna,”
wiegeb fil-pront Toni. “Jigifieri, qed tmexxi xi haga!”

“Ajma kemm int helu!” qgallu Pietru. “Hawn gbadtni, sur!
Ara, ha ntik grokk fuq din!”

“Jien ma nixrobx, sur Chircop,” qallu Toninu li I-aktar li qatt
mess ma’ halqu kien xi naqra nbid.

“Mela tridx tazza ilma friska?” qallu tal-hanut. “Ma tghidx
le dagskemm ged taghmel shana.”

“Hekk orrajt,” qal Toni. Pietru ferrghalu tazza kbira imma
Toni ma ndunax li, tal-bar, Zerzaqlu grokk gin maghha u,
ghaldagstant, xorob l-ilma f’nifs wiehed ghax tassew kellu
l-ghatx.

“Dan I-ilma ghandu toghma stramba,” qal Toni li qatt ma
kien daq il-gin u, allura, ma kienx jaf x’toghma fih.

“Dak ilma ta’ barra,” qallu Pietru, “Trid ftit iehor? Ha, halli
tiffriska izjed.”

Toni ma kienx jaf li kien ged jigi mqarraq u rega’ xorob
l-ilma kollu li tah Pietru. Ix-xorb ma damx ma beda jaghmel
tieghu u Toni beda jhoss rasu tihfief.

“Mur poggi hemm halli ntik ftit karawett,” qallu Pietru kif
rah jagleb ghajnejh. “Jekk trid izjed ilma, intik ukoll.”

Toni mar fuq bank u beda jnaqqar il-karawett u dan aktar
gabbdu ghatx. Pietru nduna u rega’ mlielu t-tazza bl-ilma
imma, did-darba, hallatlu grokk vodka maghha. Pietru
ghamel sinjal u z-zewgt irgiel, li ndunaw x’kien gqed jaghmel
tal-bar, marru fejn il-guvnott, wiehed fuq kull naha.

“Int orrajt, siehbi?” qallu wiehed minnhom hekk kif ra il
Toni b’ghajnejh imbexxqin. “M’intix qed thoss shana b’dak
l-ghonq illamtat? Hawn bejn il-hbieb qieghed ta; tista’
toqghod relaxed!”
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Wiehed  mill-anzjani  nezzaghlu
I-ingravata u, ftit sekondi wara, anki
I-gmis nehhewlu biex gabuh bil-flokk
tac-¢ingi.

“Hekk ahjar, hux Mister?” qallu
I-anzjan. “Issa qisek wiehed minna! Ha
ngiblek birra halli tkompli maghna.”

Toninu kien ser jipprotesta imma ma
setax jiccaqlag minn bejn dawk it-
tnejn.

“Ser ikolli mmur ghax ghandi
x’naghmel,” qal Toni li, minkejja li kien f’sakra gmielha,
ftakar 1i kien ghad baqgaghlu fejn imur.

“U, issa, oqghod hawn habib; hallik mix-xoghol!” qallu tal-
lemin.

“U mela,” kompla jghidlu tax-xellug. “Int taf tizfen habib?
Jekk tizfnilna wahda, inhalluk tmur. Tajjeb hekk?”

Bit-tahwid li kellu go rasu, Toni accetta u Pietru tefa’ diska
fuq il-jukebox. In-neguzjant hareg ghan-nofs u beda jdur u
jikkummiedja imma ma damx ma xkana wahda sew ghax
kellu z-zarbun bil-qgiegh lixx.

“Jekk tizfen hafi ahjar, xbin,” qallu wiehed mill-anzjani. Fi
ftit sekondi, Toninu rega’ beda jizzegleg imma, did-darba,
b’saqajh barra u bil-qalziet imxammar. Bit-tidwir, il-gbiz u
¢-Caqliq, in-neguzjant beda jistordi u, hin bla waqt, mohhu
ddallam u ntilef f’univers ta’ kuluri u forom strambi. Kemm
dam hekk ma jafx imma, f’daqqa wahda, sema’ lil min

Zewg minuti kollox

isejjahlu. Kien lehen fil-boghod imma
sod u rrabjat. Il-lehen beda joqrob
sakemm hass xi haga tahbat ma’ wiccu
u gam mahsud.

“Qomt fl-ahhar, ja sakranazz!” ghajjat
missieru, li kien ghadu kif laghblu
daqqa ta’harta. Toni sab ruhu alaxanxe
fuq is-siggu gol-uffi¢ju tieghu, nofsu
mnezza’ u b’saqajh miftuhin gishom
il-minutieri tal-arlogg fl-ghaxra u
ghaxra! Dar u ra lil missieru jhares
lejh bl-herra, b’ghajnejh imberrqin
u jgarmec snienu. “Tista tghidli kif
spi¢céajt hekk, qgisek bidwi?”

In-neguzjant iz-zghir irrealizza kemm kien qieghed sew u
ma kienx jaf x’ser jagbad jghid.

“Mela mmutajt? Ghidli, kif spi¢éajt gisek buffu?”’ tenna
missieru. Toni qallu x’kien gara ghand Pietru u missieru
mill-ewwel induna li tal-hanut laghbu wahda sew biex
jehles milli jhallas dejnu.

“Tmellah bik b’'mod irjali, bahbuh!” qallu missieru hekk kif
fetah il-bagalja u sab il-flus li gabar ibnu. “Anzi rnexxielek
tithallas mhux hazin minghand I-ohrajn. Ghandek il-gmis,
l-ingravata u z-zarbun hemm. Ilbishom, forsi tingabar ftit!”

Toni libes imma kien ghadu ma giex kompletament f’tieghu
ghax il-gin u I-vodka baqghu jduru go rasu. Minn dakinhar,
beda joqghod aktar attent ghax induna li, biex ma jhallsux
id-dejn, ¢erti nies jivvintaw minn kollox.

—
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Professur sab ruhu magenb bidwi fuq ferrovija. Billi kellhom vjagg twil, qabdu jitkellmu. Hin minnhom,

’Zewg minuti, l-anzjan attiv, Franky Piccinino, jirrakkonta tliet cajtiet

== biex jghaddi z-zmien u, fl-istess hin, biex juri kemm jaf, il-professur qallu: “Ha nghidlek x’naghmlu. Ejja
nilaghbu loghba! Jien nistagsik mistogsija u, jekk ma tkunx tafha, inti tini hames ewro. Imbaghad, stagsini
wahda int u, jekk jien ma nkunx natha, intik mitt ewro. Tajjeb hekk?”
[1-bidwi hasibha ftit imbaghad qallu: “Tlagna!”
[l-professur stagsieh: “Kemm hemm boghod bejn id-dinja u I-qamar?”
I1-bidwi dahhal idejh fil-but, hareg karta ta’ hames ewro u tahielu. Issa, kien imiss lilu jistagsi. Qallu: “Liema
annimal jitla’ I-gholja bi tliet saqajn u jinzilha b’erba’ saqajn?”
[l-professur tfantas. Din ma kienx jafha. Beda jfittex fuq I-internet imma ma sab xejn. Kontra qalbu, kellu
jdahhal idejh fil-but, johrog zewg karti ta’ hamsin ewro I-wahda u jnewwilhom lill-bidwi. I1-bidwi ha I-flus
u, bi tbissima inkejjuza fuq wic¢cu, intelaq lura biex jpprova jiehu naghsa.
Kurjuz ghall-ahhar, il-professur ¢aqalqu kemxejn u qallu: “Okay! Liema annimal jaghmel hekk?” e i

—

[1-bidwi, bil-kwiet kollu, hareg hames ewro mill-but, tahom lill-professur u rega’ ghalaq ghajnejh. \

Wiehed bidwi kien ghaddej minn quddiem casino u wagqaf ihares ’il gewwa. Tal-bieb, meta rah liebes kif
kien liebes, tmezmez u, speci bil-pulit, qallu: “Hawn bil-flus tidhol, habib.”
“Naf,” wiegbu pront pront il-bidwi; “tidhol bil-flus u tohrog b’xejn!”

Zewg patrijiet rekbin mutur waqqafhom warden ghax kienu ged isuqu bi speed e¢éessiv. Meta nduna li kienu
patrijiet, il-warden galilhom: “Ma tarawx li tistghu tweggghu kif ged issuqu?”

/*U I-patri li kien ged isuq qallu bi tbissima angelika fuq wi¢¢u: “Ahna ghandna lill-Mulej maghna!”
“Mela se jkolli naghmlilkom ¢itazzjoni ohra,” tmashan il-warden; “talli geghdin tlieta fuq mutur!”
A ~ >
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TISLIBA
Nru.120

Minn Albert Howard Madiona

Mimdudin: Weqfin:
1. Mexxej Tork 1i gie maqtul fil-ponta ta’ Tigne (6) 2. Kull... ghandha I-paljazza (5)
5. Il-pajjiz tat-tulipani (6) 3. Hadida miljwija mit-tarf biex tagbad xi haga (4)
10. Isem ta’ xmara Afrikana (3) 4. Dawn imweldin 1-Italja (7)
12. Zappap (5) 6. Isem ta’ min jghidulu n-nies (5)
14. Ksuhat; Dahka (5) 7. Li jhobb bi hrara (6)
15.Is-..... fl-ajru gieghed (4) 8. Tgezzez (6)
16. Nofs il-papa tieghi xorta baqa missieri (2) 9. Dawn bla xaghar (6)
17. Hut ghall-ftajjar (5) 11. International Air Precept (1.1.1.)
19. Izjed ta’ gid jew fejda; Itjeb (5) 13. Xitla salvagga li thassar 1-ucuh tar-raba (7)
22. Mdeffes bi hsieb hazin f’mohh xi hadd (8) 18. Wiehed mis-seba sagramenti (4)
24. Nofs l-arazza u tpaxxa biha! (3) 20. Wiehed 1i jzomm lil xi hadd bhala skjav (7)
25. Li hu tal-ahhar (6) 21.1d-Dinja; Pajjiz; Kontinent (3)
28. Raga’ marad; Nxehet (5) 23. Regolarita (9)
31. Imxahham (5) 26. Skjavitu (6)
33. Wiehed li ha I-awrja (7) 27. Maqdes fejn 1-Indjani jqimu I-Alla taghhom (6)
35. Din tirc¢ieviha bil-posta (5) 29. Hsiebu hemm (6)
37. Anno Domini (1.1.) 30. Isem ta’ ex-Ministru u President ta’ Malta (6)
38. Maghmul; Realizzat (6) 32. Lokalita (3)
39. Mitrah (5) 34. Werqa u aktar (5)

36. Gurdien iswed Ingliz! (3)

Premju: It-tislibiet tajbin li nir¢ievu bil-posta, sal-ewwel xahar minn meta johrog il-fuljett, jittellghu bil-polza biex jinghata
premju ta’ €10.
[I-Premju ghat-tisliba numru 119 intrebah mis-Sinjura R. Scicluna, Cospicua, Prosit!

Soluzzjoni tat-tisliba tal-harga numru 119

Mimdudin: 1. mhabba, 5. abbozz, 10. rai, 12. hrafa, 14. iblah, 15. hmar, 16. ci, 17. armel, 19. htija, 22. abitanti, 24. dud, 25.
simili, 28. glata, 31. orlan, 33. arresta, 35. uqija, 37.et, 38. amment u 39. zifna.

Weqfin: 2. hemda, 3. buri, 4. alilina, 6. btala, 7. zokklu, 8. sahhah, 9. ahhari, 11. ab¢, 13. ammetta, 18. dadi, 20. iddilju, 21.
jum, 23. aggornati, 26. ingrat, 27. rbatta, 29. alaska, 30. bormla, 32 noi, 34. spjun, u 36. jet.
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Zbalji postali
Taghrif migbur minn Antoine Vassallo minn Victoria, Ghawdex

Difetti fl-ittri!

¥ MALTA &

Issa ilni qatiegh nurikom bolli li hargu bi zbalji minn
pajjizi madwar id-dinja kollha. Nisthajjilkom tghiduli:
Allura, bolli ta’ Malta qatt ma hargu b’xi zball? U
mela le? Mel” ahna specjail? L-isem tal-Kottonera gej
mill-kunjom ta’ zewg Granmastri: 1-ahwa Spanjoli,
Rafel u Nikola Cotoner, li mexxew lil Malta fis-seklu
sbatax. Ghad fadlilna hafna x’ifakkarna fihom, inkluz
il-monument funerarju fil-Katidral ta> San Gwann li .
deher f’wahda mill-bolli definittivi ta’ Malta tal-1956.

Kif tistghu taraw, il-kunjom tal-Granmastru huwa
spellut b’zewg ittri ‘t’ minflok b’wahda, kif suppost.
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Naghmluha cara, hargu bolli ohrajn Maltin li
ghandhom il-kunjom Cotoner miktub korrett!

Nittawwal issa sal-kontinent Afrikan. I1-Malawi (li
qabel kienet il-kolonja Ingliza tan-Nyasaland) taht isem zbaljat lill-artist Taljan Alesso jew
Alessio Baldovinetti ghax, fuq bolla tal-Milied tal-1988, gabitu Apenio. Din il-Madonna
bil-Bambin ta’, bejn wiehed u iehor, 1-1460, insibuha fil-Louvre ta’ Parigi.

Kif nafu, l-ghasafar (u speci ohrajn) jinghatawlhom
zewg ismijiet, wiehed xjentifiku li, normalment, ikun
bil-Latin, u iehor bl-ilsien tal-post. I1z-Zambja (li qabel
kienet Northern Rhodesia) tiftahar gmielha bil-varjeta ta’
dawn il-hlejjaq li hija moghnija bihom ghax, matul is-
snin, uriet ghadd kbir minn dawn it-tjur. FI-1987, insibu
QN & i¢-Cisticola dambo i, jidhirli 1i hija tradotta hazin ghax,
7 A MBIA 5N bl-Ingliz tissejjah cloud-scraping cisticola, jigifieri, li tigref is-shab; isem tassew poetiku,
u mhux kif murija fuq din il-bolla !
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In-nies tall-Kosta tal-Avorju jippreferu jirreferu ghalihom infushom bl-ilsien Franc¢iz: Cote d’Ivoire, minflok Ivory Coast.

Ovvja, ghax kienu kolonja Franciza. - - - —rr—

Bolla li harget mill-Cote d’Ivoire [ (240550 THens i ’““‘?‘2“‘ "fl.”f_- £ JOURNEE DU TIMBRE 193
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Dinji tal-Filatelija turi l-posta fi Grand-
Lahou imma d-disinjatur (il-famuz |
Pierre Béquet) haseb li din kienet
Dabou. Fortunatament, intebhu fil-
wagqt u geghluh jikkorregi I-isem (ezatt
fuq il-valur) billi jongxu mill-gdid!

PUBLIQUE DE COTE D'IVOIRE

Nirritorna lura lejn I-Ewropa u naghlaq b’difett iktar gravi P ” S ——
f’bolla tal-Kroazja. FI-2015, riedu jfakkru lill-kompozitur Luka | """ ™ HRVATSKA & soumsiomans - HRVATSKA
Sorkocevi¢ imma ntghazlet xbiha li, fil-fatt, turi lill-President 310 Wy i3 10 ©HP
Amerikan Thomas Jefferson (minn pittura ta’ Rembrandt : 5 L

Peale). Malli ndunaw, ippruvaw isibu stampa korretta imma ma ‘
rnexxilhomx ghax donnu li ma tezistix wahda li jafu biha. Ninnota li
dan l-izball tfacca fpublikazzjonijiet ohrajn ukoll. Allura, solvewha
billi giebu ismu bit-Taljan (Luca Antonio di Sorgo) peress li geghdin
nitkellmu minn perijodu ferm gabel ma tfaccat il-Kroazja. Inzid
taghrif mhux strettament filatelika: belt twelidu, Ragusa, illum
nafuha bhala Dubrovnik.

) S
Luka Sorkoevi¢ 1734.-1789. * Luka Sorkocevi¢ 1734.-1789.
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Pitturi famuzi

Kitba ta’ Vincent Piccinino
Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec 1864 — 1901

Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec kien karikaturist u illustratur Post-Impressjonista kif ukoll
pittur tal-art nouveau. Twieled minn familja nobbli fl-24 ta’ Novembru 1864 u, kieku
ghex aktar minn missieru, kien isir Konti warajh. Ta’ tlettax-il sena, Henri kiser saqajh
il-leminija u, ta’ erbghatax-il sena, kiser tax-xellug ukoll. Il-ksur gatt ma fieq sew u,
minhabba kundizzjoni medika mhux maghrufa dak iz-zmien, riglejh ma komplewx jizvi-
luppaw bhall-kumplament ta’ gismu. Allura spi¢ca biex, meta kiber, gismu mill-qaghdt
’il fuq kellu statura ta’ ragel imma, mill-qaghdt ’1
isfel, kellu saqajn ta’ tifel adoloxxenti. Minhabba
f’hekk, billi ma setax jiehu sehem fil-loghob mat-
tfal tal-eta tieghu, i¢-Ckejken Henri intefa’ jpingi
u spic¢ca biex sar pittur prominenti wkoll.

Minhabba d-difett fiziku tieghu, Toulouse-Lautrec
taha wkoll ghax-xorb bla razan. Kien jimxi bl-gha-
jnuna ta’ bastun li hu kien haffer minn gewwa apposta halli jkun jista’ jimlieh bix-xorb
biex jizgura li qatt ma jingabad minghajr 1-alkohol.

Minbarra I-alkoholizmu, Toulouse-Lautrec kien jiffrekwenta l-briedel u l-prostituti.
Lautrec kien affaxxinat b’dak I-istil ta’ hajja. Dawn it-tfajliet kienu jispirawh u, hafna
drabi, il-prostituti kienu I-mudelli ghat-tpingijiet tieghu.

F1-1885, Toulouse-Lautrec ilt-
aga’ ma’ Suzanne Valadon. Huwa
ghamel ghadd ta’ portraits taghha u kien anki jappoggja l-ambizzjoni
taghha li hi ssir artista wkoll. Jinghad li kellhom relazzjoni bejniethom. Hi
riedet anki tizzewgu u, meta r-relazzjoni ta’ bejniethom giet fi tmiemha,
Suzanne ghamlet attentat ta’ suwic¢idju fl-1888.

Meta fetah il-famuz Moulin Rouge fl-1889, Toulouse-Lautrec kien ikkom-
missjonat jaghmel serje ta’ posters. Artisti ohrajn kienu jitmezmzu minn
xoghol bhal dan imma Lautrec ma kienx jaghti kashom. II-Moulin Rouge
kienu jirriservawlu post ghall-cabaret u kienu anki jesebixxu l-kwadri
tieghu. Wahda mit-tfajliet li Toulouse-Lautrec iltaga’ maghha fil-Moulin
Rouge kienet Louise Weber li holqot iz-zifna notorja Franciza tal-can-can.

F1-1890, Toulouse-Lautrec sfida lill-pittur Henri de Groux ghal dwell
talli dan kien ikkritika x-xoghol ta’ Vincent van Gogh. Artist iehor Paul Signac, ukoll
iddikjara li hu kien lest ikompli jiggieled ghall-unur
ta’ van Gogh anki jekk Lautrec jitlef hajtu fid-dwell. Y AT iy
Din il-problema kienet rizolta meta de Groux ghamel B;ﬂlﬂgﬂﬁE U R 5
apologija, halla 1-grupp bi kwiethom u d-dwell baga’ ee ®
ma sehhx. 4

Meta kien Londra, Toulouse-Lautrec iltaga’ u sar
habib mal-poeta u drammaturgu celebri Irlandiz,
Oscar Wilde u, meta dan tal-ahhar kien mitfugh il-
habs fuq xi haga li, illum, inqisuha bhala dritt ¢ivili,
Lautrec kien vociferu hafna meta tkellem favur tieghu :

u anki pinga zewg portraits tieghu fl-istess sena meta -3.r.|‘ % hdf

Oscar Wilde kien ghaddej guri. -r"‘.\
w ;
Henri deToulouse-Lautrec miet qasir il-ghomor r

kawza tal-alkoholizmu u mard venerjali fid-9 ta’  dans
Settembru 1901 meta kien ghad kellu biss sitta u S e é

tletin sena. = I'_'.'I‘F:'EC. a h = |
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